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EXPLANATION OF THE FRONTISPIECE. 

THE design is a prostyle temple of the 
doric order, and is an historical view of ancient 
masonry, I mean that kind of history which is 
universally received and acknowleged in ancient 
lodges. 

The three figures upon the dome represents the 
three great masters of the tabernacle in the wil- 
derness. The two crowned figures with that on 
their right hand, represents the three great mas* 
ters of the holy temple at Jerusalem. The three 
figures on the left hand represents the three great 
masters of the second temple at Jerusalem. 

The three columns bearing masons aprons, with 
the arms of England, Ireland, and Scotland, and 
supporting the whole fabric, represents the three 
grand masters of England, Ireland, and Scotland* 
whose names are on the front pedestal, and who 
wisely and nobly have formed a triple union to* 
support the honour and dignity of the ancient 
craft, for which their Lordship*s names will be 
honoured and revered whilst free-masonry exists; 
in those kingdoms. 

In the pediment under the figure of Moses, is, 
the coat armour of the most ancient and: honoura- 
ble fraternity of free and accepted masons accord- 
ing to the old institution, and is thus emblazon’d* 

Quarterly per squares* counter-changed vert . 
In the first quarter azure a lion rampant or. la 
the second quarter or, an ox passant sable . In 
the third quarter or, a man with hands erect pro- 
per, robed crimson and ermine. In the fourth; 
quarter azure, an eagle displayed or. Crest, the 
holy ark of the covenant proper, supported bjr 
cherubims. Motto, Kodes la Adcmai % that is Aa- 
liness ta the Lord*. 
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To the Reader . 



It has been the custom of all my worthy 
brethren, who have honoured the craft with their 
books of constitutions, or pocket-companions, for 
rfree-masons, to give us a long and pleasing history 
pf masonry from the creation, to the time of their 
Writing and publishing such accounts, viz. from 
Adam to Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, from Nim* 
isxl to Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, from Cyrus 
Ip $eleucus Nicator, from Seleucus Nicator, to 
Augustus C^sar, from Augustus Caesar to the 
havoc of the Goths, and so on until the revival of 
the Augustan style, &c. &c. &c. Wherein they give 
us an account of the drawing, scheming, planning, 
designing, erecting, and building of temples, towers, 
cities, castles, palaces, theatres, pyramids, monu- . 
ments, bridges, walls, pillars, courts, halls, fortifica* 
tions, and labyrinths, with the famous light-house of 
Pharos and Colossus of Rhodes, and many other 
wonderful works performed by the Architects, to 
the great satisfaction of the readers, and edification 
of free-masons.* 

B 

* Qwere, Whether fuch hiftorics are of any ufe in the 
fecrct m?ftcric8 of the craft. 
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Having called to mind the old proverb, Better 
be out of the world than out of fashion , I was fully 
determined to write an history of masonry, whereby 
I did expect to give the world an uncommon satis* 
faction ; in order to enable myself to execute this 
great design, I purchased all or most of the histories* 
constitutions, pocket companions, and other pieces 
on that subject* now extant in the English tongue. 

My next step was to furnish myself with a suf- 
ficient quantity of pens, ink and paper : this being 
done, I immediately fancied myself ^n Historic*, 
and intended to trace masonry not only to Adam* 
in his sylvan lodge in Paradise, but to give some 
account of the craft even before the Creation : and 
(as a foundation) I placed the following works round 
about me, so as to be convenient to have recourse 
to them as occasion should require, viz. Dr. An- 
derson and Mr. Spratt, before me* Dr. D’Assigny 
and Mr. Smith, on my right hand, Dr. Desaguliers 
and Mr. Pennel on my left-hand, and Mr. Scott 
and Mr. Lyon behind me ; a copy of (that often 
called) the original constitutions, (said to be in the 
possession of Mr. John Collins , in Paris) and ano? 
ther copy of the same magnitude handed about in 
England, together with several pamphlets printed in 
England, I tied up together, and threw them under 
the table. 

Having tried my pen, and wrote aline not unlike 
the beginning of the chapter in the Alcoran*, I 
began to flourish away in a most admirable manner* 
and in a few days wrote the first volume of the his- 
tory of masonry, wherein was a full account of the 
transactions of the first grand lodge, particularly the 

• * Next after the ti'le at the head of every chapter 
(except the ninth) of the Alcoran, is prefixed the fol- 
MVing solemn form, 

In the name of the most merciful God* 
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excluding of the unruly members, as related by Mr. 
Milton.f 

By this time I imagined myself superior to Jo- > 
^ephus, Stackhouse, or any other historian whom the 
reader shall please to think on. And as I intended 
to give the world a history of masonry for several 
years before the creation, I made no manner of 
doubt but my work should live at least two thous- 
and years after the general conflagration. 

Perhaps some of my readers (I mean those that 
are best acquainted with my capacity) will say, he 
has more vanity than wit ; and as to learning, it is 
as great a stranger to him, as free-masonry is to 
women ; yet he has the folly to think himself tin, 
historian, and expects to become a great man, &c. 

Whether such an opinion be true or false, it 
matters nought to me ; for the world must allow, 
that (tho’ no man has found out the perpetual mo- 
tion) ail men ever had, have now, and ever will have 
a perpetual notion : And furthermore, we read, that 
the following persons, so much famed in history, 
were not only poor men, but many of them of a very 
mean extraction. The wise philosopher Socrates, 
was the son of a poor stone-carver ; the tragic poet 
Euripides, was the son of poor parents ; as was 
Demosthenes, the honour of Greek eloquence ; Vir- 

f il, the famous Latin poet, was the son of a poor 
_ f antuan labouring potter ; Horace, the incompar- 
able Lyric, was the son of a trumpeter in the wars ; 
Tarquinius Priscus, king of the Romans, [was the 
son of a merchant ; and Servius Tullius, 
another king of the Romans, was begotten on 
a woman slave ; Septimius Severus, is said to 
come of a very base degree ; Agathocles, king 
of Sicillv, was a potter’s son ; JSL lius Pertinax 
was a poor artificer, or, as some say, a simple seller 
of wood ; the parents of Venadius Bassus, are said 
to be very miserable poor people ; and Arsaces, king 

t See Paradise lost. 
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of the Parthhms, was of so mean and obscure parent* 
tage, that no man’s memory could make a report of 
his father at* mother ; Ptolomy king of Egypt, was 
the son of a ’squire in Alexander’s army ; the Em-? 
peror Dioclesian, was the son of a scrivener ; the 
emperor Probus was son of a gardener $ and the 
parents of Aurelius, were so obscure that writers 
have not agreed who they were ; Maximus was the 
son of a smith, or as some say, a waggon-wright j 
Marcus Juliqs Licinius, was the son of a herdsman; 
Bonosus was the son of a poor stipendary school* 
master; Mauritus Justmus, predecessor to Justinian, 
and also Galerus, were both shepherds ; pope John, 
the twenty-second of that name, was the sbn of a 
shoe-maker ; pope Nicholas the fifth was the son of 
a man that sold eggs and butter about the streets ; 
and pope Sixtus the fourth was a mariner’s son ; 
Lamusius, king of the Lombards, was the son of a 
common strumpet, who [when he was an infant} 
threw him into a ditch, but was taken out by king 
Agelmond ; Primissaus, king of Bohemia, was the 
feon of a country peasant ; Tamerlane the great was 
a herdsman ; Caius Marius, seven times consul of 
Rome, was bom of poor parents in the village of 
Apirnum ; and Marcus Tullius Cicero, consul of 
Rome, and pro-consul in Asia, was from the poor 
Tugriole of Arpinum, the meanest parentage that 
could be 5 Ventidius, field-marshal and consul of 
Rome, was the son of a muleteer ; and Thophras- 
tus was the son of a botcher, ?. e. a mender of gar- 
ments, &c. 

I have heard of many others of later date that 
have been preferred to places or offices of great 
trust, and dignified with titles of honour, without 
having the least claim to wit, courage, learning or 
honesty ; therefore, if such occurrences be duly 
considered, I humbly conceive it will not be deemed 
as a capital offence, that I should entertain my own 
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perpetual notion, while I do not endeavor to disin- 
herit any man of his properties. 

I doubt I have tired die reader’s patience ; and 
if so, I humbly beg his pardon for this long digres- 
sion. But to return, while my mind was wholly 
taken up with my fancied superiority as an historian, 
&c. I insensibly fell into a slumber, when me-thought 
four men entered my room ; their habits appeared 
. to be,of very ancient fashion, and their language also 
I r imagined to be either Hebrew, Arabic, or Chal- 
dean, in which they addressed me, and I immedi- 
ately answered them after the pantomime fashion : 
After some formal ceremonies, I desired to know 
their names, and from whence they came ; to which 
one of them answered me [in English] we are four 
brothers, and come from the holy city of Jerusalem ; 
our mimes are Shallum, Ahiman, Akhub, and Tal- 
mon. Hearing they were sojourners from Jerusa- 
tem t I asked them whether they could give any ac- 
count of Solomon’s Temple ; to which Shallum* 
[die chief of them} made answer and said, the wise 
J&ihg Solomon, Grand Master of Israel, ap- 
pointed us head porters at the Temple, in the thirty- 
second year of his age, the twelfth of his reign, and 
about the year of the world 2492; and therefore 
we can give a full and particular account of that 
.wonderful fabric, and likewise of the artists who 
performed it, I was glad to meet with such bre-^ 
thren, from whom I did expect a great deal of know- 
ledge ; which the many ages they had lived in must 
hStve taught them, if their memories did not fail ; 
Upon this consideration I told- them, that I was 
writing a history of Masonry, and begged their 
assistance, &c. 

A history of masonary ! (says Ahiman) from the 
day of the dedication of the holy Temple to this 
present time, I have not seen a history of masonry, 
though some have; pretended (not only) to describe 
b 2 

* i Chronicles ix. 17* 
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die length, breadth, height, weight, colour, shape* 
form, and substance of every thing within and about 
fhe temple ; but also to tell the spiritual * meaning 
of them, as if they knew the mind of him who gave 
orders for that building, or seen it finished : but I 
can assure you that such surveyors have never seen 
the temple, nay never have been within a thousand 
miles of Jerusalem : Indeed (continued he) there 
was one Flavius § (I think he was a soldier) tpok a 
great deal of notice of the temple, and other matters 
about it ; as did another man named Jerry : There 
were two others, whose names I have forgot, but 
remember one of them was an excellent dreamerf, 
and the other was very handy in collecting all man* 
ner of good writings || after the captivity. 

Those were the only men that have wrote most 
and best upon that subject, and yet all their works 
together would not be sufficient for a preface to the 
history of masonry ; but for your further instruo 
tions, you shall hear an eminent brother who can in* 
form you in every particular that is necessary to 
your present undertaking. The words were scarce 
ended, when there appeared a grave old gentleman, 
with a long beard ; he was dressed in an embroider* 
ed vest, and breast plate of gold, set with twelve 
precious stones, which formed an oblong square : I 
was informed that the name of the stones were 
Sardine, Emerald, Ligure, Beryl, Topes, Saphire, 
Agate, Onyx, Carbuncle, Diamond, Amethyst, and 
Jasper: Upon these stones were engraved the 
names of the twelve tribes, ws.Reuben, Judah, Gad, 
Zebulun, Simeon, Dan, Asher, Joseph, Levi, Napb- 
thali, Issacher, and Benjamin*. 

Upon his entrsnee, the four sojourners did him 

* See Selomon’i Temple fpiritualized by Bunjan. 

§ Flavius Jofephus, the learned and warlike Jew. 

•’ J BzekifL J Ezra . 

' * Sorb was the breast-plate, worn by the High-Prieit at 
tlfc TTtjrtple. 


Digitized by Google 



1 $ X 


the homage due to a superior ; as to me, the lustre 
of his breast-plate dazzled my sight, in guch a man- 
ner that I cocdd scarce look at him. But Ahimati 
giving him to understand that the people of this 
country were weak-sighted, he immediately covered 
his breast-plate ; which not only gave me an oppor- 
tunity of perceiving him more distinct, but also of 
paying him my respects in the best manner I was 
capable of ; and making a very low bow, I present- 
ed him with the first volume of the history of ma- 
sonry, hoped he would do me the honor of perusing 
it, and begged his advice for my further proceedings : 
he kindly received it, and read it over, whilst I im- 
patiently waited to hear his opinion ; which at last 
(to my mortification) amounted to no more than an 
old Hebrew proverb (which A hi man translated 
' thus ; Thou hast dived aeep into the water, and hast 
brought up a potsherd) : ne yertheless he took me by the 
hand, and said*, my son, if thou wilt thou shalt be 
taught, and if thou wilt apply thy mind thou shalt be 
witty ; if thou love to hear,' thou shalt receive doc- 
trine ; and if thou delight in hearing thou shalt be 
wise : and although your history of masonry is not 
worth notice, yet you may write many other things 
of great service to the fraternity. 

Certain it is (continued he) that free-masonry has 
been from the creation (though not under $iat 
name) ; that it was a divine gift from God ; that 
Cain and the builders of his city' were strangers to 
the secret mystery of masonry ; that ther$ were but 
four masons in the world when the deluge hap- 
pened ; that one of the four, even the second son of 
Noah, was not master of the art ; that Nimrod, nor 
any of his bricklayers, knew any thing of the matter ; ' 
and that there were but very few masters of the art 
(even) at Solomon’s temple ; whereby it plainly ap- 
pears, that the whole mystery was communicated to 

Ecclci. vi. S3, 3* 
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Very, few at that time; that at Solomon’s Temple 
(and not before) it received the name of free-mason- 
ry, because the masons at Jerusalem and Tyre were 
the greatest cabalistsf then in the world ; that the 
mystery has been, for the most part practised/ amongst 
builders since Solomon’s time ; that there were some 
hundreds mentioned (in histories of masonry) under 
the titles of grand-masters, Es?c. for no other reason 
than that of giving orders for the building of a house, 
tower, castle, or some other edifice (or perhaps for 
suffering the masons to erect such in their terri- 
tories, £s?c.) while the memories of as many thou- 
sands of the faithful craft are buried in oblivion : 
From whence he gave me to understand, that such 
histories were of no use to the society at present j 
and further added, that the manner of constituting 
lodges, the old and new regulations, £s?c. were the 
only and most useful things concerning free-masen- 
ry, that could be wrote : to which I begged to be 
informed, whether songs were to be introduced: 
his answer was * : if thou be made the master, lift 
not thyself up ; but be among them as one of the 
rest : take diligent care for them, and so sit down. 

And when thou hast done all thy duty, sit down, 
that thou mayst be merry with them ; and receive a 
crown for thy good behaviour*. 

§peak thou that art the elder, for it becometh 
thee ; but with sound judgment : and hinder not 
music. And at all times let thy garments be white* 
While he was speaking these last words, I was 
awakened by a young puppy that got into the room 
while I slept, and, seizing my papers, eat a great 
part of them, and was then between my legs, tearing 
the last sheet of what I had wrote. 

I have not words to express the sorrow, grief, 
trouble and vexation I was in, upon seeing the ca- 
lf People skilled in the cabala, i e, tradition, their fecrct 
science of expounding divine mysteries, &c. 

* Ecclcs. xxxii. x, a, 3. 
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tastrophe of a work which I expected would outlast 
the teeth of time* 

Like one distracted (as in truth I was) I ran to 
the owner of the dog, and demanded immediate 
satisfaction : he told me he would hang the cur ; 
but at the same time he imagined I should be under 
more obligation to him for so doing, than he was 
to me for what had happened. 

In short, I looked upon it as a bad omen $ and 
my late dream had made so great an impression on 
my mind, that superstition got the better, of me and 
caused me to deviate from the general custom of my 
worthy predecessors y otherwise I would have pub- 
lished a history of masonry : and as this is rather an 
accidental than a designed fault, I hope the reader 
wiU look over it with a favourable eye. 

To be serious: The reader will do me strict 
justice in believing, that I do not wish to offendthe 
persons or names of writers of historical truths. 
Myintentfon being only to expose ridiculous inno- 
vations, and fabulous acconnts of Grand Masters, 
whose Masonical authorities never existed. 

What men (conversant with real free-masonry 
and history) can swallow the legendary stories of the 
Grand Mastership of the monk St. Austin, St. 
Swithin, St. Dunstan, and other monkish saints, 
confessors, cardinals, &c. &c. Is it not more pro*- 
liable, that those legendary Grand Masters, instead 
of patronizing and protecting a society that was then 
supposed to raise and converse with familiar spirits, 
would have excommunicated them by bell, book 
and candle ; and by a thundering anathema con- 
sign them over to the devil : did not the behaviour 
of their contemporaries and successors, favour this 
opinion ? 

But to come nearer to the present time : suppose 
we were to enquire into the origin of the present 
Grand Lodge of Modem Masons, who, not satis* 
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&ed with the old title of Right Worshipful Grand 
Lodge, have, in their Callender for 1777, modestly 
gave themselves the title of the Supreme Grand 
Lodge of the Most Antient and Honorable, &c. &c. See. 
Upon enquiry it would appear, that all their boasted 
supremacy is derived from an obscure person, who 
lived about sixty-two years ago, and whose name is 
not to be found on record amongst Ancient or 
Modem Masons. 

Whosoever doubts the truth hereof, let him exa- 
mine Dr. Anderson’s Constitutions (printed in 
1738) page 109, where it is written, “ that four 
lodges that is to say, some persons who were 
wont to meet 

44 At the Goose and Gridiron ale-house, in St. 
Paul’s church-yard. 

44 At the Crown ale-house, in Parker’s-lane, 

44 At the Apple-tree in Charles-street, Covent- 
garden. 

44 And at the Rummer and Grapes, in Channel- 
Row, Westminister, did meet at the Apple-tree 
aforesaid, in the year 1716, or rather 17, and hav- 
ing chosen (the nameless person before hinted) a 
Chairman, they constituted themselves a Grand 
Lodge.” 

Such are the words of the most authentic history 
amongst Modem Masons, and beyond contradiction 
prove the origin of their supremacy to be a self- 
created assembly. 

Nor was a self-creation the only defect : They 
were defective in numbers. 

To form (what Masons mean by) a Grand Lodge, 
there must have been the Masters and Wardens of 
five regular lodges, that is to say, five Masters and 
ten Wardens, making the number of installed offi- 
cers fifteen. 

This is so well known to every man conversant 
with the ancient laws, usages, customs and ceremo- 
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aies of Master Masons, that it is needless to say 
more, than that the foundation of the now (would 
be) supreme, &c. &£. was defective in number, 
consequently defective in form and capacity. 

Nor can it be urged, that such defection or irre- 
gular formation, was owing to necessity, as there 
were numbers of old Masons then in (and adjacent 
to) London, from whom the present Grand Lodge 
of Ancient Masons received the old system without 
adulteration. 

Under such defections as above-mentioned, Mr. 
Anthony Sayer, (the first Grand Master of Modem 
Masons found on record) mounted the (now su- 
preme) chair upon the 24th day of June, 1717. 

The Moderns, (I mean their writers) cunningly 
call those transactions a revival of the Grand Lodge . 
Plausible as this story of a supposed revival, &c. 
may appear, yet one minute’s reflection will shew 
(an Ancient Mason) the fallacy of this part of their 
history* 

. This will be done, by considering, that had it 
been a revival of the Ancient Craft, only, without 
mnovations or alterations of any kind, the Free and 
Accepted Masons in Ireland and Scotland, where 
no change has yet happened, nay, Freemasons in 
general would agree in secret language and ceremo- 
nies with the members of the Modem Lodges. 
But daily experience point out the contrary. And 
this I say, is an incontrovertible proof of the fallacy 
of their history. 

Indeed this is acknowledged by the Modems 
themselves, in their Calendar for 1777, page 31, 
where, speaking of the Old Masons, we find these 
words: u The Ancient York Constitution, which 
was entirely dropt at the revival of the Grand 
Lodge in 1717.” By this, it is plain, that instead 
of a revival , a discontinuance of Ancient Masonry 
then took place. 
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‘ To put tills matter out of the reach of contraclicv 
tion, take the testimony of Mr. Spencer, one of their 
Grand Secretaries : % 

# Copy of an answer (in writing ) given to brother 
* W » — ■ ■■ C ■■■ //, a certified petitioner front 

Ireland \ 

44 Your being an Ancient Mason you are not 
44 entitled to any of our charity. The Ancient Ma- 
44 sons have a lodge at the Five Bells in the Strand* 

44 and their Secretary’s name is Dermott. 

44 Our society is neither Arch, Royal Arch, or 
44 Ancient , so that you have no right to partake of 
44 our charity.” 

Such was the character given of them by their, 
own Grand Secretary about fourteen years ago : , 
How much they have changed for better or worse* 
is no business of mine at this time. In the afore- 
said calendar, amongst other things which I am to 
suppose were extracted from the records of modem 
Masons, I observed a censure passed (in the year 
1755) on persons for calling themselves Ancient 
Masons. 

The compiler seems to be unacquainted with the 
masonical proceedings of that time, otherwise he 
would have known that the persons were censured* 
not for assembling under the denomination of Am* 
fcient Masons, but for practising Ancient Masonry* 
having their constitution from the Modem Grand 
Lodge. The case was briefly thus : A lodge at the 
Ben Johnson’s Head in Pelham Street, in Spital* 
fields, were composed mostly of Ancient Masons* 
tho’ under the Modem Constitution. Some of them* 
had been abroad, and received extraordinary bene* 
fits on account of Ancient Masonry. Therefore 
they agreed to practise Ancient Masonry on every 
third lodge night. Upon one of those nights some 

• The original U in the author’s possession. 
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Modern Masons attempted to visit thetn, but wert 
refused admittance : the persons so refused laid a 
formal complaint before the Modem Grand Lodge* 
then held at the Devil Tavern, near Temple-Bar* 
And the said Grand Lodge, though incapable of 
judging the propriety or impropriety of such refusal 
(not being Ancient Masons) ordered, that the Ben 
Johnson's lodge should admit all sorts of Masons 
without distinction. 

And upon non-compliance to that order, they 
Were censured, &c. 

: The persons thus censured, drew up, printed, and 
published, a Manifesto, and Masons Creed ; (sold 
by Owen in Fleet-street) which did honor to their 
hearts, and heads. 

The following lines were copied from the pre* 
face to their pamphlet 2 

44 Whereas the genuine spirit of Masonry seems 
u to be so greatly on the decline, that the craft is in 
44 imminent danger from false brethren. And 
44 whereas its very fundamentals have of late been 
44 attacked, and a revolution from its ancient prin- 
44 ciples, &c. &c.— It has been thought necessary, 
44 by certain persons, who have the welfare of the 
44 craft at heart, to publish the following litde pamphr 
44 let, by means of which it is hoped, the ignorant 
44 may be instructed, the luke-warm inspired and 
44 the irregular reformed,” &c. &c. 

Every real-— that is, every Ancient Mason, who 
had read those publications, were convinced of the 
injustice done to the Ben Johnson’s lodge, in cen- 
suring them for doing their duty ; a duty which they 
owed to god and to themselves ; and a business 
which their judges^ (the then Modem Grand 
Lodge) were as ignorant of — as a blind man is in 
the art of mixing colours. 

Nevertheless censure was passed, and a minute 
thereof preserved in the archives of the (would-bc) 

* : e 
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Supreme, &c. From whence it is now published 
in their calendar as one of the legislative orders on 
their records, which records have received much 
honour and amendments from twelve-penny tec- 
tures, twelve-penny illustrations and twelve penny 
callenders. 

The brethren, censured had their constitution 
from the Modern Grand Lodge, nor had they any 
connexion with the Ancient Grand Lodge at that 
time nor since ; nevertheless I do affirm (from per- 
sonal knowledge and public report) they were per- 
sons of most amiable characters, as men and masons'; 
and the names of the ingenious Marigeot, Cheat- 
ham, Cornish, &c. &c. will be long remembered 
with esteem and veneration, amongst the faithful 
and legitimate heirs of old Hiram. 

In justice to another person, I am under the ne- 
cessity of taking notice of a plagiarism in the Calen- 
dar aforesaid. In page 41 , 42 and. 43 , the compil- 
. er (or author) in describing the ceremonies at lay- 
ing the foundation, and dedication of die Modem 
Masons 'Hall, says, 44 A grand Anthetn, written 
44 by H. D. Esq. was sung,” &c. — in the same page 
is written the words of the anthem, beginning, 

44 To heaven’s high Architect all praise, 

44 All praise all gratitude be given, &c.” 

This anthem was not written by H. D. Esq. nor by 
any member of the modern society : It was pilfered 
^ from the oratorio of Solomon’s Temple, annexed to 
the prologues in this book, and was written by Mr. 
James Eyre Weeks, an ancient Mason of the city 
of Dublin. 

^ I should not have taken so much notice of the 
calender, were it not that the title page says that it 
is 44 published under the sanction of the Grand 
Lodge of England. 

As there are some of the most respectable gen- 
tlemen (and I am willing to belieye their present 
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Grand Officers such) belonging to the Modem 
Grand Lodge, I am sorry to find they have acted 
incautiously as to give sanction to falsehoods. 

/ Although falsehood found admittance into the 
calender, yet a true and memorable transaction is 
omitted, viz. That the Modem Masons petitioned 
parliament to grant them a charter of incorporation, 
in order to give them the power and pleasure of 
punishing every Freemason in England, that did 
pay quarterage to them. Had they obtained 
charter, it would have shut out all Masons of 
p? ighbouring kingdoms, as they could receive 
manner of benefit therefrom. 
i: The wisdom of parliament treated the petition 
with just contempt : And it was reported in the 
papers, $hat the honourable Speaker of the 
of Commons said, “ that if the petition was 
“ {granted, he made no doubt the chimney-sweepers 
. ? wQul4 : soon apply for a charter.” 

remarkable, that the said petition was pre- 
sented op (fool’s day) the first of April, 1770 . — 
Eor pther matters relative to the Modems, I refer 
the reader to page 35, 36, &c. 

In the following sheets, under the title of Ahiman 
Rezon, I have inserted nothing but what are un- 
deniable truths* which will be found* (if observed) 
to be ©f great use to the fraternity, and likewise to 
numbers that are not of the society ; to the latter, 
it will shew them the folly of ridiculing a society 
founded upon religion, morality, brotherly love and 
good fellowship : and to those of a more gentle and 
polished nature, in giving them an opportunity, of 
examining whether they are endued with the neces* 
sary qualifications to be inade free-masons. 

How far this may answer the design, I know not ; 
but I hope that my brethren and others will accept 
the will for the deed, and take this as the widow’s 
mite was received, which will amply reward my 
trouble. 
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PHILACTERIA 

For such Gentlemen^ as maybe inclined to 
become Fr ee^ Masons % 

GENTLEMEN, 

* 1 

IF the love of knowledge, interest, company, or 
dear curiosity, should take possession of any cotw 
ner of your heads or hearts, and work you up toy ' 
a desire of becoming free-masons ; in such case, 

I beg leave to offer my service as your guide to 
the lodge door: this proposal, will not [I hope}' ) 
be disagreeable to you, considering that I am the ! 

first person that ever offered assistance in this ! 

manner. But, before we set out, it is necessary l 

that you carefully examine whether you are pro^ * 

perly equipt for such an undertaking. 

To this end, be it known to you gentlemen, tha* ; 
in every warranted lodge they have thfe following 
order, yi?. 

44 Any person desirous of being made a free ma- 
son in the lodge, shall be proposed by a member { 

thereof, that is to say, his name, age, description \ 

6f his person; title or trade and place of residence * j 

that such proposal shall be made in lodge hours* ' 

at least one lodge-night before the initiation, in 
order, that the brethren may have sufficient time 
and opportunity to make a strict enquiry into the * 

morals, character and circumstances of the candi- 1 

Sate ; and the brother that proposes him shall at 

* That is from the vernal to the autumnal equinox 
between seven and ten o’clock in the evening, and 
from the autumnal to the vernal equinox following} 
between six and nine o'clock. < 
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the same time deposit such a sum [of the candi- 
date’s money} as the majority shall think sufficient, 
[not less than one crown] to insure the lodge that 
the candidate will attend according to the propo- 
sal. And if the lodge approve his person, age, 
character and circumstances, and therefore initiate 
him into the mystery, &c* he shall pay whatsoever 
sum the brethren shall think proper [not less than 
two guineas] and cloath the lodge* if required. 
But if the lodge think the candidate unworthy v 
and refuse to make him, his money shall be faith- 
fully returned to him ; but, in case the lodge ap-> 
prove his person and character, &c. and he refuse 
tobemade, then he shall forfeit his money for the' 
benefit of distressed free-masons. And it is here* 
by ordered and declared, that no person is capable 
of becoming a member of the lodge, but such as 
are of mature age, upright in body and limbs, free 
from bondage, has the senses of a man, and is en- 
dowed with an estate, office, trade, occupation, or 
M>me visible way of acquiring an honest and re- 
putable livelihood, as becomes the members of 
this most ancient and honourable fraternity.t 

i, r . ■ • , 

- »* By cloathing is meant white aprons and gloves, 
ftot only .for every member in the lodge, but also 
for all their wives and sweethearts, if they require 
them. 

: t To this I beg leave to add a word or two : The 
persons to whom I now speak, are the men of some 
education and an honest character, but in low circum- 
stances ; I say, let them first consider their income 
and fatfiUies, and know, that free masonry requires* 
ability, attendance, and a good appearance to main- 
tain and support its ancient and honourable grandeur.. 
Be it also remembered, that they have no title to the 
general charity, until they prove, that they have 
been formerly in reputable, at least,, in tolerable cir- 
cumstances* 

c 2. 
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By this regulation you see that the free*ma$ot* 
trill make a strict, though private, enquiry into? 
your character and ability: and therefore I advise: 
you to be as circumspect on your side. Perhaps** 
you may think that it will be impossible for yotk; 
to distinguish the good from bad, amongst a people- 
who make it their peculiar study to keep all thing* 
secret. Let not such a thought discourage you* 
when I assure you, that you have a faithful guides 
who has made free-masomy, both ancient and 
modern, his constant study for thirty three yearn- 
past, and thinks it a duty incumbent on him to give 
you these instructions. 

In the first place, when you intend to be made: 
St free-mason, go with your friend to the lodge v 
and -desire him to shew you the warrant or d»4 
pensation by which the lodge is held? that is tor 
say, an instrument printed or written upon parc&f 
ment, and signed by some noble grand master, ilia* 
deputy and grand wardens, and grand secretory* 
and sealed with their grand lodge seal, Stc. constr- 
tuting and appointing particular persons [therein? 
named} as master and wardens, with fullpowerto 
congregate and hold a lodge at such a place, and 
therein make and admit lree-masons, according to 
the most ancient and honorable custom of the 
royal craft, in all ages and nations throughout the. 
known world, with full power and authority -to 
nominate, chuse and instal their successors, Stef 
When they produce this authority or warrant* 
then call for the bye-laws, and, having seriously 
perused them, consider whether your natural dis- 
position will incline you to be conforntable to 
them. Next call for the roll or list of the mem- 
bers, where you may find the names of some of 
your intimate and most esteemed friends, or per- 
haps the names of such [other of your acquain- 
tances] as you would not chuse to associate with* 
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if these researches prove -agreeable, then you nfiay 
venture to lay down the deposit money, -[as it is 
called} but if they do not produce the grand-mas* 
tear * s authority by warrant or dispensation, you 
are to look upon them not only as the magma of free 
masons but die very dregs of mankind, who, un* 
der the cloak of brotherly love, are ever upon the 
watch for an opportunity to pick your pockets, and 
make you contemptible into the bargain.* Doubt* 
lfess you will wonder how, or by what means, such 
abandoned wretches got admittance into a frater- 
nity which boast of so much honour and virtue, 
as to rank themselves with kings and princes, es- 
pdcia&y if they adhere strictly to the foregoing 
regulation. To this I answer, that some of the, 
Landlords, f where the lodges are held, do often 
recommend persons to be made free-masons, and 
that . the lucrative view takes place [too often] 
where impartiality, honesty and virtue ought to 
be* the points of sight. That others have stood 
the- >test of the strictest scrutiny, behaved well 
formally years, and afterwards fell into all man- 
ner ©f vices, which serves to shew the instability 
dmkweakness of mankind, and that all the doctrine 
and laws upon earth, without the grace of God, 
is not sufficient to make men wise or deter them 


# For a confirmation hereof read the eighth regulation, 
fj^ajge 63) where it is ordered, that no perfon fo made, nor 
Mf concerned in making him, (hall be a grand officer, nor 
SO officer of any particular lodge, nor fhall any fuch partake 
of the general charity, if they'lhould come to waut it. 

i 

*1 1 do not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro- 
feedings, becaufe I know many of them that abhor finiflcr 
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary interelt, betore they 
would break through any of the facred rulei or orders of 
the craft nevertheless much reformation is ftiil wanted in 
tkk fuivtcr* 
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from evil- Nevertheless, in the system of free-tofcfc 
sonry, there are many ways to mend the manners* 
polish the disposition, correct the judgment andre- 
fine the taste of a soul virtuously inclined. And asthe 
number of good andwise freemasons have sflwaya 
greatly exceeded that of die foolish rad wicked* 
it would be as absurd to condemn the whole for 
^part, as it would be ip the Jews to condemn Shem- 
and Japhet for the curse brought upon Ham ; or 
the Christians, to condemn the eleven apostles, be- 
cause Judas turned traitor. But this is not alto- 
gether the business of a guide, therefore I beg: 
leave to resume my proper character, and earnest- 
ly desire you to shun mason clubs, that is to say* 
lodges formed without authority, for you may 
rest fully assured, that such clubs are generally 
composed of excluded nfembers, or persons clan- 
destinely made by them, and consequently incapa- 
ble of giving proper instructions to their pupils. 
Or admit them capable of giving proper instruc- 
tions, even then, the new brethren will be led in 
the dark, because it is the interest of the rebel party 
to conceal the essentials of the craft, which, if re- 
vealed, must of course prove themselves to be vil- 
lians. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into 
such hands, I earnestly beg of you, to have no 
communication with any lodge or set of men un- 
der the denomination of a free masons lodge, until 
they produce the grand master’s authority, signed 
and sealed as before mentioned. But having pro- 
duced such authority, you may then enter in the- 
name of God / where you will be acquainted with 
mysteries, which are not permitted to be revealed 
by a guide, especially out of the lodge : And if 
after such entrance or admission you find that I 
have misled you, I do hereby give you full liberty 
to expose me as a blind guide, &c. but if expe- 
rience teach you, that my instructions (as well as 
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my intentions)* were just, then I hope you will do. 
me the honour of calling me a faithful brother. 
And. that the God of all light and truth (who is the 
giver of all good gifts and graces) may bless * pros- 
per, and direct you, in all your public and private 
(lawful) undertakings, is the hearty prayer of, ; 

r Gentlemen, 


»•> 


i 


Tour faithful and obedient servant , 
Laurence Dermott, 

Late Deputy Grand Master* 

• V 

... • T 



' • X 
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Having taken my leave of the strangers, I no*r 
beg leave to address myself to the Gentxemjes: 
OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE FRA- 
TERNITY. 4 

T'j-vvrtUw ms- ■ A • 

GENTLEMEN AND BRETHREN, 

SEVERAL eminent craftsmen residing in 
Scotland, Ireland, America, and other parts both 
abroad and at home, have greatly importuned me, 
to give them some account of wnat is called 
modern masonry in London. I cannot be diet- 
pleased with such -importunities, because I had 
the like curiosity myself in 1748, when I was first 
introduced into that society. However, before I 
proceed *any farther concerning the difference 
between ancient and modern, I think it my duty, 
to declare solemnly before God and man, that I 
have not the least antipathy against the gentlemen 
members of the modern society* ; but, on the 
contrary, love and respect many of them, because 
I have found the generality of them to be hearty 
cocks and good fellows [as the bacchanalian phrase 
is] and many of them I believe to be worthy of 
receiving every blessing that good men can ask 
or heaven bestow. I hope that this declaration 

•Such was my declaration in the second edition of 
this book, nevertheless some of the modern society 
have been extremely mala part of late. Not satisfied 
with saying the Ancient Masons in England had no 
Grand Master, some of them descended so far from 
truth, as to report the author had forged the Grand 
Master’s hand writing to masonical warrants, &c. 
Upon application his Grace the most Noble Prince 
John Duke of AthoH, our present Rights Worshipful 
Grand Master, avowed his Grace’s hatod writing, 
supported the ancient Craft, and vindicated the author 
in the public news papers. 
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wiH acquit me of any design of giving offence^, 
especially if the following queries and answers be 
rightly considered : 

t . * 

S^uer e 1st. Whether free masonry , as practised in 
ancient lodges , is universal ? 

Answer. Yes. 

$d. Whether what is called modern masonry is uni* 

, versat ? 

' 1 Answer^ Ko. 

|(cL Whether there is any material difference 
£ between the ancient and modern ? 

Ahs. A great deal, because an ancient mason can 

* ''not only make himself known to his brother, 

1 but in case of necessity can discover his very 
c ' thoughts to him in the presence of a modern, 

“iii r . _• 

f f they differ in matters of masonry, so they did 
tfi 1 'matters of calumny, for while some were charg- 
ing me with forgery, others said, that I was so illi- 
Viraite as hot to know how to write my name. But 
%hattnay appear more strange is, that some insisted, 

I had neither father nor mother ; but that 1 grew 
up spontaneously in the corner of a potatoe garden in 
Ireland. 

* 1 cannot reconcile myself to the idea of having 
'neither father .nor mother: But am so far from con- 
tradicting the latter part of this charge thatl freely 
confess there is a probability of the seedling from 
whence 1 sprung being planted in a potatoe garden. 

Be that as it may, as I do not find that the calumny 
of aie# modern seasons has not done me any real 
- injury ,1 shall continue in the same mind as expressed 
in the declaration to which this note is written. 
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4 without being able to distinguish that either of 
them are free masons*. 

4th. Whether a modem mason may , 'with safety • 
communicate all his secrets to an ancient mason ? 

>Ans. Yes. 


5th. Whether an ancient mason may , with the like 
safety, communicate all his secret* to* a modern 
mason , without further ceremony P 

1 - ' i • 

Ans. No. For as a Science comprehends an art, 
[though an art cannot comprehend a science J 
even so ancient masonry contains every thing 

. valuable amongst the moderns, as well as many 
other things that cannot be revealed without 
additional ceremonies. ^ t . 

6th. Whether a person made in a modern manner, 
and not after the ancient custom of the craft, hbs 
a right to be called free and accepted \ jaccording 1 
to the intent and meaning of the words & 

-• 

Ans . His being unqualified to appear in anqa&jtot^ 
lodge, according to the universal system of 
sonry, renders the appellation improper* '? 

7th. Whether it is possible to initiate or introduce 
a modern mason into the royal arch lodge ( the * 
very essence of masonry ) without making him : 
go through the ancient ceremonies • a 

Ans . No. 

8th. Whether the present members of modern lodges 
areblameable for deviating so much from the old ^ 
land marks P 

* See Locke’a letter with notes, annexed to this book. 
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Ans» Ho. ' Because th e ianovatkm wm made iw 
the reign of kmg George the Arst, * and the 
new form vat delivered as orthodox to the 
present members. 

9th. Therefbre as it is natural for each party , fv 
maintain the orthodoxy of their masonical fire* 
eeptors, hew shall we distinguish the original 
and most useful system ? 

J*4w The number of ancient masons, compared 
with the modems, being as ninety-nine to 
one, $ proves the universality of the old order, 

* and the utility thereof appears, by the love and 
respect shewn to the brethren, in consequence 
of their superior abilities in conversing with, 
and distinguishing the masons of all countries 
' and denominations, a circumstance, peculiar to 
ancient masons. 

I am so well acquainted with the truth of what 
I have just wow inserted, that I am not in the least 
apprehensive of being contradicted. But if any 
person should hereafter labour under the spirit of 
opposition, I shall (even then) be, contented, as I 
am sure of havirtgthe majority upon my side. 
r Therefore,, in order to satisfy the importunities 
of iriy good brethren [particularly the right wor- 
shipful and very worthy Freemasons of America, 
who for their charitable disposition, prudent 
choite of members and good conduct in general, 
deserve the unanimous thanks and applause of 
tho masorrica! world] it known, that the inno- 
vation, already mentioned, arose upon the fall of a 

•Aathony S^ycr the first Grand Master of modern ma- 
tes* assumed the Gi*4nd Mastership on the & 4 ib of June, 
*Vi?. 

§ This it so weliknowoin Great Britain, Ireland, Ame- 
rica, &c. &c. that further as8<rrtion is needless. 
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Grand-Maatxr, namely Sir Christopher Wren* 
who [as Doctor Anderson says] neglected the 
lodges. The Doctor’s assertion is certainly trufc, 
and I will endeavour to do justice unto the memo-? 
ry of Sir Christopher, by relating the real cauac* 
of such neglect* The famous Sir Christopher 
Wren, Knt. [Master of Arts, formerly of Ws^U 
ham college, Professor of astronomy at Gresham 
and Oxford, Doctor of the Civil Law, President 
of the Royal Society, Grand Master of the moat 
Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free and 
Accepted Masons, Architect to the Crown* who 
built most of the churches in London, laid the 
first stone of the glorious cathedral of St* Paul* 
and lived to finish it] having served the crown 
upwards of fifty years, was [at the age of ninety] 
displaced from employment, in favour of Mr; 
William Benson, who was made surveyor of the 
buildings, &c. to his Majesty King - George, the 
first* ' The first specimen of Mr* Benin’s skill in 
architecture was a report made to the house of 
Lords, that their house and the Painted; Chamber 
adjoining were in immediate danger of falling 5 
whereupon the Lords met in a committee, to ap- 
point some other place to sit in, while the house 
should be taken down* But it being proposed to 
cause some other builders first to inspect it* they 
found it in very good condition. The Lords, 
upon this, were going upon an address to the king, 
against the modern architect, for such a misrepre*, 
sentation, but the Earl of Sunderland, then sect . 
retary, gaVe them an assurance that his majesty 
Would remove him. 

Such usage, added to Sir Christopher’s groat 
age, was more than enough to make him decline 
ctli public assemblies. And the master masons* 
then in London were so much disgusted at the 
treatment of their old and excellent grand master, 
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th&t they would not tneet nor hold any communi- 
cation under the sanction of his successor Mr, 
Benson ; in short, the brethren were struck with a 
lethargy which seemed to threaten the London 
lodges with a final dissolution* 

' ' Notwithstanding this state of inactivity in Lon- 
don^ the lodges in the country, particularly in 
Scotland and at York, as well as those in Ireland 
keprt up their ancient formalities, customs and 
usage*, without alteration, adding or diminishing, 
to this hour, from whence they may justly be call- 
ed the most ancient, &c. 

*- f About the year 1 7 1 7, some joyous companions,* 
who' had passed the degree of a craft, [though 
frciy rusty] d-fesolved to form a lodge for them- 
selves in order [by conversation] to, recollect what 
had bfeeh formerly dictated to them, or if that 
should be found impracticable, to substitute some- 
thing* new, which might for the future pass for 
masonry amongst themselves. At this meeting 
tfee^question was asked, whether any person in the 
assembly knew the Master's part, and being an- 
* ' ‘ -* * f 

Brother Thomas Grinsell, a man of great ve- 
racity*, [%lder brother of the celebrated James 
Quist, Esq.] informed his lodge, No* 3, in London 
[in * 1753] that eight persons^ ./Whose names were 
Besaguliers, Gofton, King, .Calvert, Lumley, 
Madden, De Noyer, and Vraden, were the gc- 
mx tesesto Whom the world i$jndebted for the me- 
morable invention of modgriJu^asonry. 

\ * Mn Grinsell often toldpfec author that he [Grin- 
sell] was a free mason before modern masonry 
was known* Nor is this to be doubted, when we 
consider that Mr. Grinsell was an apprentice to a 
weaver- in Dublin, whes^/his mother was married' 
to Mr. Quin's father, ahg that Mr* Quin himself 
wm seventy three years old when he died in 1766# 
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swered in the negative, it was resolved neat, con* 
that the deficiency should be made up with a new 
composition, and what fragments of the old order 
found amongst them, should be immediately re* 
formed and made more pliable to the humours of 
the people. Hence it was ordered, that every 
person (during the time of his initiation) shouljj 
wear boots, spurs, a sword and spectacles. $ Thaif 
every apprentice, going and coming from work, 
should carry the plumb rule upon his right side, 
contrary to the ancients. That every fellow cra^ 
should carry the level upon the left side, and n Ot 
upon his right side, as the ancients did. And 
that every person dignified with the title 01 4 
master mason^ should wear a square pendant t$ 
bis right leg. It was also thought expedient tQ 
abolish the old custom of studying Geometry m 
the lodge, and some of the young brethren made 
it appear, that a good knife and fork in the handq 
of a dexterous brother, over proper material^, 
would give greater satisfaction, apd add more u* 
the rotundity of the lodge, than the best scale aiu| 
compass in JEurope, and farther-more added, that 
a line, a square, a parallelogram, a rhombus, a 
rhomboides, a triangle* a trapezium, a circle^ 


k 


$ This may very ludicrous description' 

of making free-masons. But Mr. Thomaq 
Broughton, master qL the lodge, No. 11, London* 
declared that he was present in a modern lodge^ 
not one mile from the borough of Southwark, 
when two or three perse§|£ dressed in liveries with* 
shoulder tags, booted and spurred, &c. &c. wer^ 
initiated into moderB^B^nry ; and upon enquiry 
who they were, he that they were ser«y 

rants to lord Carysl|^Hpiea Grand Master 
modern masons* - llf 
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i semicirte, a quadrant, a parabola, a cube, pa* 
fallelopipedon, a prism, a pyramid, a cylinder, a 
cone, a prismoid, a cylindroid, a sphere, a sphe- 
roid, a parabolick, frustrums, segments, polygons, 
elipsis;.and irregular figures of all sorts might be 
ilrawn and represented upon bread, beef, mutton, 
jowls, pies, &c. as demonstratively as upon slates 
or 'sheets of paper and that the use of the globes 
lpight be taught and explained as clearly $u4 
upon two bottles, as upon Mr. Senex’s 
Ijobes of 28 inches diameter ; and we are 

from this improvement proceeded the laud- 
$|f>t£custom of charging to a public health at every 
jjhir^l sentence that is spoke in the lodge. There 
w;a§ another old custom that gave umbrage to the 
young architects, i. e. that ( is the wearing of 
agrons, which made die gentlemen look like so 
npiany mechanicks, therefore it was proposed, that 
fipTjrbther (for the future) should wear an apron. 
Thj$ proposal was rejected by the oldest mem- 
gm^who declared, that die aprons were all the 
SuSp’'' jpf masonry then remaining amongst them, 
anJ for that reason they would keep and wear them. 
It Was fhen proposed, that (as they were resolved to 
Wear aproiis) they should be turned upside down, in 
order to avoid appearing mechanical. This proposal 
took place and answered the jfcsign, for that which 
Was formerly the lower part, was now fastened round 
me abdomen, and the bib and strings hung down- 
wards dangling in such manner as might convince 
the spectators, that there wa* not a working mason 
ainongst them. 

‘ Agreeable as this alteration might seem to die 
gentlemen, nevertheless it was attended with an 
u^ly circumstance i for, in traversing the lodge, the 
Brethren were subject to . tread upon , the strings, 
which often caused them to fall with great violence, 
so that it was thought necessary, to^ invent several 

D 2 



Digitized by Google 



methods of waHriag*V in order to avoid treading 
upon tbe-stringk la brief,. every meeting produced 
s© addition «t a paiinody. Amongst other things 
they seized on the. stone, masons arms, & which that 
good nature d company has permitted them . W 
wear to this day, for which reason several of. the 
brethren have tu.med their aprons in the -old 
£ashiop, twjd affect to imitate the operative masons* 

' M 

* After many years observations on those ingefti* 
©us methods.of walking, up to a brother, &c. I 
elude, that the first was invented by a man grievrmn* 
ly afflicted with the Sciatica. The second by % 
sailor, much* accustomed to the rolling of a ship* 
And the third, by a map, who for recreation 0 £ 
through excess of strong liqpors, was wont to dance 
the drunken Peasant. 

^The operative masons* are the 30th company 
in London^ they have a Half in Basinghall-stxjeet, 
the number of livtry-men about 70. Admission 
fine 1.1# 16s. and livery fine, five pounds. 
were originally incorporated in the yea?* 
by the name and style of the society of free-masQify 
And William Hankflow, or Hankstow, Clar^j^ 
cieux King at arms, in the year 1477, gjante$ 
them their arms, which the modem masons ha^e 
Usurped, as well as that of their title. For the 
*aid colhpany is the only society in the kingdqipfr 
who have a right to the name of free-masons of 
England. Nor did the accepted masons of olid 
ever claim sugh a title ; all they assumed was that 
of free^ and accepted masons ; but the present 
jnpdern$ t have been hardy enough to assume, the 
title of free-m^sons of England, and got their 
lodge room foisted into Harrison^s new history of 
Eondon, under the name of Free-Masons Hall#. 
But those who admiW^lf.TenduccL and Madam 
D’Eqn may do, any thing. 
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Jus&itift fka&a&t enough to sec sixty of seventy 
dble »e& about a» little lewis and capstan, &<r. 
OWJted upon' a mahogany platform, purchased at 
extravagant price, all employed in raising * 
little square piece of garble, which the weakest 
tatt i » company could take between his finger and 
feumh- and throvr it over the house. 

Thaave the greatest veneration for such imple- 
ments as are truly emblematical or usseftil in refin- 
ittgGour moeal nations, and I am well convinced 
that the custom and'ese of them in lodges ime both 
t and instructive ; but at the same time I 
fcbfcbr and detest the unconstitutional fopperies of 
Ruining avaricious tradesmen, invented arid intrc- 
Uhtfed amongst the moderns with no other design 
tnfl^to extract large sums of irioney which ought 
to be applied to more noble and charitable uses; 
There is now in Wappitig a large piece of iron 
4crdle work, ornamented Hvith foilage, &c. painted 
^gfd gilt, (the whole at an incredible expence) and 
^Haded before the master’s chair, with a gigantic 
jOTfefd fexed therein, during the communication of 
*i!IS<^£rfcfrers, a thing contrary to all the private 
^Hd s pAblic* # rules of masonry,* all implements of 
Hi#? f 'Atid bloodshed being confined to the lodge 
^6ar, from the day that the' flaming sword was 
in the east end of the garden of Eden, to 
fthe day that'th'e sagacious 'modern placed his grand 
j^Wbkd'of state & the midst of Hit- lodge. Nor is 
% uncommon for a tyler to receive ten or twelve? 
^shillings for drawing two sign posts with chalky 
Jr cftarowal, &c. and Writing Jamaica rum, upon 
Affile, and? Barbadoes rum, upon, the other; and 
.Hdfttas, I suppose, for no other use, than to dis- 
tinguish vrilere these liquors are to be placed in the 
f lodge. 

are manv* unconstitutional and^ 

ceedings, which, to 5 . 


" There are many 
perhaps,, unprecedentc 
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avoid giving more offence, I pass over in silence* 
and shall content myself with shewing the apparent 
state of ancient and modern masonry in England 
at the time of this predfent writing, /. e. July 1778- 
But let us first consider,* that although the lawa^ 
do not expressly protect free and accepted masonry^ 
yet neither are free-mascms nor any other, Sup-*, 
posed, innocent or cheerful society prohibited* 
hereby. This lenity has given birth to a great 
number of what may be called 'tiplmg chibs or 
societies in London, such as the 


Vcrtuofo's Chib, 

Knights of the GoldeD Fleece 
Club, . 

the No Note Club, , 

The Long Hoft Club, 

The Farthing Club, 

The Mankilling Club, 

The Suily Club, 

The Atbeiftical Club, 

The Ugly Faced Club, 
the Split Farthing Club, 
The Broken Shop Keep ci* 
Club, 

The Man Hunters Club, 

The Mock Heroes Club, 

The Wraugling Club, 

The Quacks Club, 

The Weekly Dancing Club 
The Bird Fanciers Club, 

The Lying Club, 


The Beggars Club, 

The Chatterwitts Club, 

The Florida Club, 

The SnioakiBg Club, ‘ 

The Mufual Club, ^ 

The fleefrtake Club, 

The Kit Kat Club, ‘ f 

The Bucks Club, 

The Gregorian Club, 

The Salamander s Club, 

The Codgers Club, . H 
The O d Souls Cub; ; 

The Coufins Club, / 

The Atbiuny Club, f 
rhe Free and EaiyCiub, : ! 
The Antigallic MafoofrCIidkE 
The Maccaroni Club, „ t , 
The Choice Spirits Club, „ 
The Neve» Fret Club, . 

The Kill Care Club. ^ ^ 


And many others not Worth notice, whose chief j 
practice consists in eating, drinking, singing, smock- 
ing, &c. 

Several of those chibs, or societies, have ‘hr 4 
imitation* of the free-ma&ons, called their clubby* 
the name of lodge, and their presidents by the 
title of grand master, or most noble grand. L?: 

Hence the meanest club think they have a right 
to the freedom of-corntfrohication amongst them- v 
selves equal to any unehartereu society, though J 
composed of the most respectable persons# Noc 


Digitized by 


Google 



is the custom or constitution of the country usw 
favorable to this opinion* 

, And whereas a great number of those club* or 
Societies (without scripture or law to recommend 
them) hare , existed and multiplied for several 
years past, no wonder fret-masonry should meet 
with encouragement ; as being the only society 
in the universe which unites men of all professions* 
believing in the Almighty Creator of all things* 
in one sacred band. And at the same time carry- 
ing in itself, evident maarks of its being not only 
coeval with the scripture, but in all probability 
prior thereto* 

Yet after all this, strange as it may appear, wt 
hare no true history of the origin of free-masonry 
in this oriany other kingdom in Europe, whatever 
people may pretend to. 

. I conceive this defect is owing to the bigotry and 
superstition of former times when free mason* 
were supposed to have a power of raising the 
Devil, and with him tempestuous storms, See. &c* 
-and consequently were forbid by the clergy to usd 
the black ***%*» it was often called# 

Ia*udh<ca*e it was natural, prudent and sects- 
wuy4or the brethren to conceal their knowledge 
and meetings. And that this was the case about 
3SQ years^ ago will clearly appear by reading the 
great philosopher Locke’s letter and copy of aw 
old manuscript, in ths Bodleian library, which* 
fetter and copy, are annexed* 

tfrom what has been said, it is evident that all 
unchartered societies in England, sure upon equal 
footing in respect to the legality of association. 

In this light we are to view the fraternities of 
ancient and modem free masons, who are become 
two great communities now in England. 

Xbfif ancients* under the name of free and ac- 
cepted masons. The modems, upder the name 
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of free masons of England, And though a simi- 
larity of names, yet they differ exceedingly m 
makings, ceremonies, knowledge, masonical lan- 
guage, and installations ; so much that the;y al- 
ways have been and still Cqntinue to be two die - 
tinct societies totally independent of each other. 

As such the moderns having an undoubted right 
to chuse a chief from amongst themselves : accor- 
dingly they have chosen his Grace the Most Noble 
.Duke of Manchester, to be their Grand Master, 
and have all the outward appearance of a Grand 
Dodge. With equal right the Ancients have 
unanimously chosen his Grace the Most ; Noble 
Duke of Athdll, an Ancient Mason and Past, 
Master of a regular lodge, and now Grand Master 
Elect for . Scotland, to be their Grand Master.* 
And his Grace was personally installed in a gene? 
ral Grand Lodge 1 , at the Half-moon tavern, Cheap- 
side, London, in the presence, and with the con- 
currence mid assistance of his Grace the Most 
Noble Duke of Leinster, Grand Master of Irei 
land 5 and the honourable Sir James Adolpfms 
Oughton, Grand Master of Scotland, with Several 
others of the most eminent brethren in three 
kingdoms ; an honour never conferred on Modem 
Masons. 

These are sterling truths, from whence the im- 
partial reader will draw the natural inference* 

* I shall conclude this as I did in the foririe£ 
editions, with saying, that I hope I shall live to 
see a general conformity, and universal unity be- 
tween the worthy Masons of all denominations. 

These are the most earnest wishes, and ardent 
prayers of. Gentlemen and Brethren, 

Your sincere friend, and most obedient ser- 
vant, and faithful brother, - 

THE AUTHOR. 
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. • A 

LETTER 

er THE FAMOUS PHILOSOPHER, 

Mr. JOHN LOCKE, 

, , RELATING TO FREE-MASONRT. 

A Letted from the learned Mr . John Locke, to the 
\ Right Honourable *** Earl of ****, with an 
1 olif Manuscript on the subject of Free-Masonry, 

my lord May 6, 1696. 

' l have at length by the help of Mr. C ns 

procured a copy of that manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library, which you were so curious to see : and in 
obedience to your Lordship’s commands, I here- 
with send it to you. Most of the notes annexed to 
ft what I made yesterday for the reading of my 
fady MAS HAM*, who is become so fond of ma- 
sonry, as to say, that she now more than ever wishes 
|6rself a man, that she might be capable of admission 
into the fraternity. 

^ Ifte manuscript, of which this is a copy, appear^, , 
to^e about 160 years old ; yet (as your Lordship 
will observe by die tide) it is itself a copy of < tee 
yet more ancient by about one hundred years ; for 
the original is said to have been the handwriting of 
Henry VI. where that Prince had it is at pre- 
sent an uncertaintity ; But it seems to me to be an 
examination (taken perhaps before the King) of 
3 pme one of the brotherhood of Masons ; among 

This letter, seems to have been written at 
Oates, (the country seat of Sir Francis Masham) 
in Essex, wh^re Mr. Locke died Oct. 28, 1704, in 
the 73d year of, his age. 
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whom he entered himself, as it is said, when he 
came out of his minority* and thenceforth put a stop 
to the persecution that had been raised against them : 
But I must not detain your Lordship longer by my 
prefaces from the thing itself. 



\ to the same., concernynge the 

^ MYSTERY OF MACONRYE. 

' Wryttenne by the hande of Kynge Henrye the sixthe 
\ - of the name, and faythfultye copyed by me (l ) Jo- 
\ Han LeYI^nde, AntiquariilSy by the commatide 
j (f his (2) highnesse • 

I They be us followethe : 

§>uest. What mote ytt be ? (3} r v 

Answer. Ytt beeth the Skytte of nature, the 
understondynge of the myghte that ys hereynne y 
and its sondrye Wetckynges ; sonderlyche, the 
Skylle of Rtctenyngs, of Waightes, and Metyngeitf 
| and die treu manere of Faconnynge al thyngea fof t 
Mannes use, headlye x dwellyngps, and buyidynges of* 1 
a8e kindes, and a! odher thynges that make gudde to J 
manneJ 

S ■'£ 

(1) John Leylartde was apointed by King ttaifif 1 

the eighth, at the dissolution of Monasteries , to 
search for, and save such books and’ records as were" 
valuable among them* He was a man of great la- . 
bour and industry. \ 

(2) His Highnesse , meaning the said King Henryk 
the eighth. Our kings, had not then the title of ma- 
jesty. 

(3) what mole yttbef that is, what may thismysy 
tefry of masonry be ?«^The answer imports, that it 
consists in natural, mathematical, and mechanical^ 
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Quest. Where dyd ytt begvne ? % 

-Aw. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrste menbe 
yn the Este, which were before the (5) ffyrste. 
manne of the Weste, and coinage Westlye, ytt 
thaihe broughte herwyth alle £omfortes to the 
Wylde and Comfortlesse. 

Quest. Who dyd you brynge ytt Westlye ? 

Ans. t The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge Grate 
Merchaundes, corned ffyrste ffromme the Esteynn 
Venetia, ffor die commodytye of Marchaundy synge 
beithe Este tod Weste, bey the redde and Myddle- 
tonde Sees. 

Quest . Howe chtnede ytt yn Engelonde ? 

. Ansvj. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian, joumeyedde 

knowledge. Some part of which (as appears by 
what follows) die masons pretend to have taught the 
rest of mankind, and some part they still conceal. 

(4, 5) Fyste menne yn the Este , &c. It should 
'seem by this that Masons believe there were men in 
th^ East before Adam, who is called the ffyrste 
m&we of the Weste ; and that arts and sciences 
tcgmvm the East. Some authors of great note for 
learning have been of the same opinion ; and it is 
certain, that Europe and Africa, ( which in respect 
to Asia may be called western countries) were wild 
and sayage, long after arts and politeness of manners 
were b* great perfection in China and the Indies. 

(6) The Venetians , &c. In the times of monkish 
ignorance ’tis no wonder that the Phoenicians 
should be mistaken for the Venetians. Or, perhaps, 
if the people were not taken one for the other, simi- 
litude of sound might deceive the clerk who first 
tdofc down the examination. The Phoenicians were 
the greatest voyagers among the ancients, and 
wetf in Europe thought to be the inventors of letters, 
which perhaps they brought from the East with 
other arts* 

£ 
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ffor kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and yn 
everyche Londe -whereas the Venetians hadde 
plauntedde Maconrye, Wynnynge entrance yn al 
Lodges of Maconnes, he lemed muche, and * 
retoumedde, and woned yn Grecia Magna (8) 

% vachsynge, and becommynge a myghtye (9) 

(7) Peter Goiver. This must be another mistake 
of the writer, I was puzzled at first to guess who 
Peter Gower should be, the name being perfectly 
j English ; or how a Greek should come by such a 
name ; but as soon as I thought of Pythagoras, I 
could scarce forbear smiling to find a Philosopher 
had undergone a Metempsochosis he neVer dreamt of. 
We need only consider the French pronunciation of 
his Name Pythagore , that is, Petagore, to conceive 
how easy such a mistake might be made by anf un- 
learned clerk* That Pythagoras travelled .for 
knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known to all the learn- 
ed, and that he was initiated into several different 
orders of Priests who in those days kept all their 
learning secret from the vulgar, is as well known. 
Pythagoras alsq made every Geometrical theorem a 
secret, and admitted only such to the knowledge of 
diem, as had first undergone a five years silence. 
He is supposed to be the inventor of die XLVIIoF 
the first book of Euclid , for which, in the joy of his 
heart, ’tis said he sacrificed a Hecatomb. He also 
knew the true system of the world lately revived by 
Copernicus ; and was certainly a most wonderful 
man. See his life by Dion Hah 

(8) Grecia Magna . A part of Italy, formerly $o 
called, in which the Greeks had settled a large 
colony. 

J (9) Wyseacre . This word at present signifies siirt- 
pleton, but.formerly had a quite contrary meaning. 
Weisagor in the old Saxon, is Philosopher , wiseman, 
or wizard. ‘ , 
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Wyseacre, and gratelyche renowed, and her he 
framed a grate Lodge at Groton (10) and maked 
naany Maconnes, some whereoffe dyd joumeye yn 
Fraunce, and maked manye Maconnes, where- 
frpmme, yn Procese of Tyme, the Arte, passed yn 
Englonde. ^ 

Quest. Dothe Maconnes descouer here Artes un- 
loOdhefs? 

Ansrw . Peter Gower whenne he journedde to 
lernne, was ffyrste (11) made, and anonne techedde y 
evenne soe shulde all odhers be yn recht. Nathe- 
less (13) Maconnes hauethe ahveys yn everyche 
. Tyme from Tyme to Tvme communycatedde to 
Mannkynde soche of her Secrettes as generallyche 
myghte be usefulle ; they haueth keped backe soche 
villein as shulde be harmefulje y*F they commed yn 
euylle Haundes, oder soche as ne myghte be holfl- 
yfige wythouten the Techynges to be joynedde her- 
wythe in the Lodge, oder soche as do {jynde the 
» Freres more strongelyche togedert bey the Proffytte, 
"and commodytye comynge to the Confrerie het- 
fromme. 

' (10) Groton . Groton is the name of a {dace in 
England. The place here meant is Crotona a city 
'oi'Grecia Magna, 'which in the time of Pythagoras 
was very populous. 

(11) Fyrste made . The word made I suppose has 
a particular meaning among the Masons , perhaps it 
signifies, initiated. 

(12) Maconnes haueth , communnycatcdde y £ s?c.— 

This Paragraph hath something remarkable in it. 
It contains a justification of the secrecy so much 
boasted of by Masons , and so much blamed by 
others ; asserting that they have in all ages discover- 
ed such tilings as might be useful, and that they con- 
ceal such only as would be hurtful either to the 
world or themselves. What these secrets are, we 
see afterwards. ‘ 
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Quest. Whattes Artes haueth the Maconnes 
techedde Mankynde ? 

Ans • The Arts (IS) AgriculturA, Archi- 

TECTURA, AsTRONOMIA, GeOMETRIA, NuMERES, 
Musica, Poesie, Kymistrye, Governmehte, 
and Relygyone. 

Quest. How commethe Maconnes more teachers 
than odher Menne ? 

Ans. They hemselfe haueth allein the (14) Arte 
of fyndinge neue Artes, whyche Arte the ffyrst Mju 
connes receaued from Godde ; by the whyche Arte 
they fyndethe whatte Artes hem plcsethe, and the 
treu Way of techynge the same* Whatt odher 
menne doethe ffynde out, ys onelychebty chance, 
and herfore but lytel I tro* 

Quest. Whatt dothe the Maconnes concele, add 
hyde? 

Ans. The concelethe the Ar^e of ffyftding neue 
Artes, and thatys for here owne Proflytte and (15) 
Preise: they concelethe the Arte of kepynge (16) 

(13) The Arts, Agricultural See. It seems a bold 
pretence, this, of the Masons , that they have taught 
mankind all these arts* They have their own au- 
thority for it ; and I know not how we shall dis- 
prove thenv But what appears most odd is, that 
they reckon religion among the arts. 

(14) Arte of ffynding neue Artes. The art of in- 
venting arts, must certainly be a most useful art; 
My Lord* Bacon's Novum Organum, is an attempt 
towards somewhat of the same kind. But I much 
doubt, that if ever the Masons had it, they have now 
lost it ; since so few new arts have been lately in- 
vented, and so many are wanted. The idea I have 
of such an art is, that it must be something proper to 
be applied in all the sciences generally, as Algebra 
is in numbers, by the help of which ttew rules of 
arithmetic are and may be found. 
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-Secnettesj'that soe the Worlds mayethnotlynge con- 
cele from them* Thay coacelethe the Ant of Wun- 
; derwerckhige , and of fore sayinge thynges^ to cqmtne, 
thatt so thay same Artes may not be usedde of, the 
„ jfcryfikedde tp 'in feuyUq £ nde { thay al$o concelethp 
the (17) Arte of chaunges, the WeyjQ. f ^yhnynge 

- JEaotltyc (1 8) hf Abr^tc, the Sjcylle of becon*- 
ixtynge gudeand parfyghte wythoutenthe Holypnges 

Fere, and Hope j and the Universelle [19] Lon- 
•gage°f Macoanes. 

**r* A * ■- * . - . : . s 

{AS) Pncise* It seems the Masons have a great 
--jreggrd ta the reputation as well as the profit of their 
, murder ; since' they make it one reason for not divulg- 
ing an art in common, that it may do honour to the 
l*pft?fea 60 i? of it. I think in this particular they shew 
too much regard For their own society* and too little 
fori}** re$t of Mankind* 

Y i (|§) Arte of kepyngt Seerettes * What kind of art 
,'tdfi^iSf I can by no means imagine. But certainly 
;sucli an art the M&spfis must have j for though as 
1 4«rme people suppose, they should have ho secret at 
y even that must be a secret which being disco- 
would expose them to the highest ridicule; 

- *m& i therefore it requires the utmost caution (Or con* 
ujfrsd it. 

(17) Arte of Chaunges. , I know not what this 
- : zheans, unless it be the tr anSmutation pf metals. 

/,- f {i$l J?QCultye of Abrac- Here I am utterly in the 
dark* | 

, £19} Universelle Longage of Maconnes. An unl- 
versal language has been much desired by the iearn- 
cnd of many ages. 1 ’Tie a thing rather to be wished 
'thah hoped for. But it seems the Masons pretend 
. * to have such a thing among them. If it be true, I 
‘ i guess it must be something like the language of the 
Pmknmnes among the ancient Romans % who are 
said, to be able, by signs onl^, to express and deliver 
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' Softest. Wyll he teche me thay sanfe Arte* ? •' 

Am, Ye shall be techedde yff ye be werthye, and 
&le to lerne* 

any oration intelligibly to men of ah nations and 
languages. A man who has all these arts sted acU 
vantages, is certainly to be envied : but we anetoft^ 
tihatthis is not the case with all Maton* ; for the? 
these arts are among them, and all have a right and 
an opportunity to know them, yet some want capaci- 
ty, and others industry to acquire them.* Howw 
ever of all their arts and secrets, that whichlrrioat 
desire to know is, The Skylle of beconmyng guSe 
and parfyght ; and I wish it were communicated to 
all mankind, since there is nothing more true thsm 
the beautiful sentence contained in the last answer, 

44 that the better men are, the more they love one 
another.” Virtue having in itself soma$h£ng<*o 0 
amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold itm 
I know not what effect the sight of this old paper 
may have upon your lordship ; but for my own part 
I cannot deny, that it has so much raised my curi- 
osity, as to induce me to enter myself into the\fm« 
teraity ; which I am determined to do, if I may be 
admitted, the next time I 'go to London, and that 
will be shortly. 

I am, 

My Lord, X. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, 

And most humble Servant, 

JOHN LOCKE* 

.. * In the Queries relative to Ancient and Modern 
Masonry page 31, the author of ^Miiman Rezon 
has said) that he could convey his mind to an Ancient 
Mason in the presence of a Modem Mason , without 
* the latter knowing whether either of them were Mar 
sons . He now positively asserts that he is able fivkh 
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• Quest. Dothe alle Maconnes kunm more then 
odher Menne ? 

Arts. Not so. Thay onlyche haueth recht, and 
Occasyonne more than odher Menne to kunne, butt 
numy doeth fale yn Capacity, and manye more doth 
Industry, that ys Pernecessarye for the gayri- 
yjlgeall Kunninge. 

' Quest* Are Maconnes gudder Menne then od- 
Jbers ? 

- Ans. Some Maconnes are nott so Vertuous as 
some odher Menn ; but yn the moste Parte, thay be 
jnone'gude then thay woulde be yf thay war not 
'Jtf acoanes. 

ft jfytiest. Doth Maconnes love eidther odher 
sjnyghtyly as beeth sayde ? 

dm* Yea verylyche, and yt may nQt odherwyse 
be : For gude Mesne, and true, kennynge eidher 
* codherjp be soche, %eth always love the more as 
.tthay be^nore Gude. « 

r^ltSE NDETHE THE QU1STY0NNES & AWNS WE RES. 

° 1 T .ZJ 0 ’ ’ _ 

-mfei b Mmomcal implements , i. e. two squares and a 
Common gavilor hammer ) to convey any word or sen • 
j^tbice of his own, or the immediate dictations of a 
stranger , to skilful or intelligent Freemasons of the 
ancient order , without speaking , writing or noise • 
And that to any distance where the parties can see 
each other and at the same time be able to distinguish 
squares from circles. But ms Mr . Locke observed this 
is twt the case with all Masons ( Note , there were no 
Modern Masons in his time ) few of them tire ac- 

S ainted with this secret . The writer of this note has 

own it upwards of 30 years and never taught it to 

: more than six per sons which number our R.W > and 

very worthy Deputy Grand Master, William Dickey, 

Esq. is one i and Brother Shotwell, the publisher of 

this book, another* Dermott. 

0 ! 
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; A GLOSSARY 

*TO EXPLAIN THfe WORDS IN ITALIC CHARACTER* 
AS IN THE FOREGOING., 


Allein, onljr 
A&veys., always 
Berthe, both 
, Commodytye, conveniency 
Confrerte, fraternity 
Faconnynge, forming <_ 

. Fore sayinge, prophe eying 
Freres, brethren 
deadly, chiefly 
Hem plesethe , they please j 
Hemselfe , themselves 
there, their 
Hereynne, therein 
Herwyth, with it 
Holpynge, beneficial 
jKttwe,know 
Kurmynge , knowledge | 

. MakeGudde , ar£ beneficial 
MetyngeSj measures 
Mote, may 

Myddlelonde, mediterran- 


ean 


Myghte, power 
Occasyonne , opportunity. 
Oder, ox 4 * ; : 

Onelyche y ox&y V' 

Pernecessarye , absolutely 
necessary 

Pretse, honour " * ‘ 1 

Peofit, right ... , 
Reckenynges , numbers" 
Sonderlyche, particularly 
Sky lie, knowledge 
Wacksynge, growing 
Werck, operation 
way 

Whereas, where ^ A 
Woned, dwelt 
Wunderwerckyhe , work- • 
ing miracles 
Wylde, savage 
Wynnynge, gaining 
Wyseacre , learned 
Tnn, into 
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SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES . 


The Grammar Rules instruct the tongue and pen, 
Rhetoric teaches eloquence to men ; 

By Logic we are taught to reason well, 

Musick has charms beyond our power to tell ; 

The use of Numbers numberless we find, 
Geometry give measure to mankind, 

The Heavenly System elevates the : 

All those, and many secrets more, 

The Masons taught in days of yore. 


is we find, 
kind, t 

he mind. J 
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EXTRACT OF THE RESOLUTIONS 

OF THE 

Grand Lodges of England , Ireland , and Scotland 
asunder: 

Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, held 
at the Half-Moon ^Tavern, Cneapside, London, 
Sept. 2, 1772. 

The most noble Prince John Duke of AthoH, g rand 
master. 

Laurence Dermott, esq* deputy grand master in 
the chair. 

HEARD a letter from brother Thomas, Corker, 
deputy grand Secretary of Ireland, toX.au* Dermott, 
esq. D. G. M. of this grand lodge, setting forth the 
state of the craft, &c. in that kingdom, and having 
takei} the same into ^consideration. 

Resolved, 44 It is the opinion of this grand lodge, 
44 that a brotherly connexion and correspondence 
44 with the right worshipful grand lodge of Ire- 
44 land, has been and will always be, found pro- 
44 ductive of honour and advantage to the craft in 
44 both kingdoms.” 

Ordered, 44 That the grand Secretary shall transmit 
44 the names of the officers of this grand lodge to 
44 the Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland 
44 yearly, or as often as any new choice is maide, 
44 together with such informations as may tend- 
44 to the honour and interest of the ancient craft : 
44 And that all su,ch information, or correspon- 
44 dence, shall be conveyed in the most respectful 
44 terms, such as may suit the honour and dignity 
44 of both grand lodges.” 

Ordered , u That no mason who has been made tin- 
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M der the sanction of the grand lodge of Ireland, 
u shall be admitted a member, nor partake of the 
“ general charity, without having first produced 
u a certificate of his good behaviour, from the 
u Secretary of the grand lodge of Ireland ; but 
w upon producing such certificate, he shall re- 
u ceive all the honours due to a faithful brother 
^ u of the same houshould with us.” 

, The. deputy grand master proposed, that a cor- 
respondence should be opened by this grand lodge 
with the grand lodge of Scotland, when they unani- 
mously came to the same resolutions as set forth for 
the gVand lodge of Ireland. } 


Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons, Dub- 
lin, Nov. 5, W2; 

The right hon. William Lord Viscount Dunluce, 
grand master. 

Arch. Richardson, esq. deputy grand master, in the 
; chair. 

RECEIVED and read the resolutions of the 
grand lodge of England, transmitted by "their grand 
Secretary, brother William Dickey, and having 
taken the same into consideration, came 'to the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, “That this lodge do entirely agree with 
“ the grand lodge of England, that a brotherly 
** connexion and correspondence, between the 
grand lodge of England and the grand lodge of 
- * Ireland, have been, and will always be, found 
“ productive of honour and advantage to the craft 
“ in both kingdoms.” 

m Orckred i u That the grand Secretary shall continue 
“ to transmit, from time to time, the particular 
“ occurrences of this grand lodge to the grand 
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44 Secretary of England; and that Hereafter no 
44 English mason shall be considered worthy of 
xi their charity, without producing a certificate 
44 from the grand lodge of England ; and that 
44 we shall always consider such brethren as may 
44 be recommended to us from the grand lodge of 
44 England, equally objects of our attention with 
44 those of the Fraternity in Ireland : — Nor can 
44 the grand lodge of Ireland omit this opportuni- 
44 ty of testifying their high sense of the honour 
44 they have received in this invitation of a mu- 
44 tual and friendly intercourse, which they shall 
44 study to preserve and strengthen by every act 
44 of good offices and brotherly love.” 

By Order, 

FIELDING OULD jun. Grand Secretary. 

To the most noble Prince John 
Duke of Atholl, grand master 
of England. 


Grand Lodge of the most ancient and honourable 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted masons in Scot- 
land, held in the city of Edinburgh, Nov. 30, 
1772 . 

The right honourable and most worshipful Patrick 
Earl of Dumfreys, grand master. 

The right honourable and most worshipful George. 
Earl of Dalhousie, late grand master, in the chair. 
IT was reported to the brethren, that the grand 
lodge of England, according to the old institutions, 
had, on the 2d of September last, past a resolution 
and order relative to a constant correspondence be- 
twixt them and the grand lodge of Scotland, a copy 
of which had been lately transmitted by their Sec- 
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nsiksrfy of 

their officers, tS 

The resolution and letter beings read, the grand 
lodgfen fitted 6P t^ittfeiv, n ^Kit- - r the^?rtft8-r^nnter- 
courSe and correspondence, which the right wor- 
(^England were desirous 
to, tjsf^l^^ j; ^uld be serviceable to both grand 
lodges, and productive #f)l|0lwWfa«i lb 

the fraternity in gener^l^ 'gwitfc pj$mitbrthis)be- 
neficial purpose : 

Ordered, 44 That the grand Secretary do transmit to 
44 the Secretary of the grand lodge of England, 
^ the names of the officers of the grand lodge of 
44 Scotland, elected this day ; and shall hence- 
44 forth transmit the names of the grand officers 
44 yearly, or as often as any new change is made, 
44 and shall lay such letters, orders, informations, 
44 as he may, from time to time, receive from the 
44 grand lodge of England, before this grand 
4 ' lodge, their quarterly communications, or 
44 standing committee : And also shall transmit 
44 such informations as may tend to the honour 
44 and advantage of the craft, according as he shall 
44 be by them directed ; and that he assures the 
right worshipful grand lodge of England, in the 
44 most respectful manner, the desire the grand 
t lodge of Scodand have to cultivate a connexion 
* 4 with them by a regular correspondent for the 
44 interest of die ancient crsft, suitable to the ho- 
44 nour and dignity of both grand lodges.” 
Ordered , 44 That no mason, made under the sanction 
. 4t of the grand lodge of England, according to the 
, 144 old institution, shall be admitted a member of 
t > 4 the grand lodge of Scotland, .nor partake of the 
-I 4 general charity, without having first produced a 
certificate of his good behaviour, from the Sec- 
retary of the grand lodge of England \ but upon 
^ producing such certificate, he shall receive all 
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a the hoQours ^mdbouirty due to a faithful brother 
“ of the same household with us»” 

By Order of the grand lodge of Scotland, 

b AtEX. M’DOUOALL, 

Grand Secretary:# 

To thesight worshipful the , 

Gnmd Lodg^ of Efiglaad# • 



i*vij j _ 'K m I :;:.! m .. f^, •; * 
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AHIMAN REZON. 



BEFORE we enter into the cause or motive of 
the first institution of free-masonry, it is necessary- 
in some measure to shew the excellency of secrecy, 
and with what great care it is to be kept. 

One of the principal parts that makes a man be 
deemed wise, is his intelligent strength and ability 
to cover and conceal such honest secrets as are 
committed to him, as well* as his own serious affairs. 
And whoever will peruse sacred and profane histo-> 
ry, shall find a great number of virtuous attempts in 
peace and war, that never reached their designed 
ends, through defect of secret concealment ; and 

K t, besides such unhappy prevention* infinite .evils r 
ve thereby ensued. But before all other examples, 
let us consider that which excels all the rest, derived 
ever from God himself. Who sd especially. /pre-# 
serves his own secrets to hhnarify never lotting any 
man know what rwouW Haffplen on: the . marrow; nor 
could the wise men in age&pist, divihe,what should , 
befal us in this Whereby we may readily 

discern that Qod himseif » well, pleased with sec- 
recy. And althb’ {for raanVgood) the Lord has : 
been pleased to reveal some things, yet it is impos- 
sible at any time to change or alter his! determine* 
ation, in regard whereof the reverend wise men of, 
ancient times, evermore affected to .perform their 
intentions aecredy. m i 

We read that Cato the .Censor often said (to his 
friends^ thst of throe things he had -gbod reason to 
repent, if eVer he neglected the true performance of 
them.: : The first* ifijfae ^divulged any (Se4ret ; 
second* ->if he \ adtfcptured; on 1 'the water when he 
might stay oh [dry land ; i and thirdly, if he should 
let any dajy; negiectedly eeoape without doing 
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tome good action, r The latter two are well worthy 
of observation ; but! the first concerns our- present 
Undertaking. Alexander having received divers 
letters of great importwe from- -his mother ; after 
he had read them, in the presence of none but his 
dear friend Efikestion and himself he drew forth 
his signet which sealed his most private letters, and 
vyithout speaking^ set it upon Ephestion's lips, inti- 
mating thereby, that >he in whose bosom a man ; 
buries his secrets, should halve his lips locked* tip 
from revealing them. 

:> Among, the rest it may not be disagreeable to the 
reader toperuse the fbHowing stery, as told by jkdm 
Gellms Nights, and by Macnsbim in ibis 

Satttrqal&m: i *. ^vn.-r G G’ • ; i ' . - 

The sfnattorb of jffawr, at their usual sitting in the 
senate-house, had constituted a custom among 
thtsmselves,ithat*each brother senator who hbd a son, 
s{iourid be adiTitttdd wkh (his fatherto>abide in the 
sfnafcedtoute (daring theirsittmg, Or depart if occa- 
sion {required* nor was this favour gineml, but exv 
tencbed^ooty to/nnblemeriM <sOitf r who were tutor'd 
in<snoh^»TTO»ieriia6<c:iial}tpdi diem to become wise” 
goVCTrioj^Icfapdflebf^k^epmg itheir* own secrets. 1 
About thisftnnej it happened' that ^ie senators sat in « 
censultatkinfofa irprfy ympotburt ciiise, 'SOthaO they * 
setyeA tmkbdongfeW^aivusual, ^ 
referred to 1 the 4ohowirtg>day, iwitfcrexpress chfafcge * 
of secTet^ in the imeun time. Among the ^ other 
noblemen's sons who 1 had 'been at this weigthy busi- 
ness, was that [faithful youth. the son of the grave 
Papirus , whose family was one of the most noble 
and'ilUisttteufl ill iNblleme. ; ^ r 1 
The youhg fad being come home, his mother 
most of the foiir^sex ate highly dffectedi with nowehjf)** 
intrfcatedihim her what dtmnge oase hjad .boen : 

that day debaierd h* Jthe» sfenattf, fha^had \iower to 
detain thrfnteo lort£be£ond;their u$nial hoarse 'fib© 
virtuous iiobtei ' youth courteously tol$ he t that 
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k was a business' not in his power to reveal, he be. 
ing in a solemn manner, commanded to silence : 
Upon hearing this answer, her desires became more 
earnest in stricter enquries into the case, and 
nothing but intelligence, thereof could any way 
content her : So that first by fair speeches and 
intrearies, with liberal promises, she endeavoured 
to break open this poor little casketrof secrecy : 
But finding these efforts in vain, she made use of 
violent threats, and stripes thinking,, that force 
might compel, where lenity could not. 
r The admired noble spirit finding a. mother’s 
threatsto.be very harsh, but her stripes more bit-i- 
ter than any thing beside ; comparing his love to 
her as his mother, with the duty he owed to his 
father ; the one might, but the other impulsive , 
he lays her and her fond conceit in one scale ; his 
father, his own honour, and solemn injunctions 
to. secrecy, in the other scale ; and finding her 
intrinsic weight, as being his mother, but lighter 
than wind being thus gone out of herself ; whet* 
ring his tender wit upon the sandy stone of her. 
edging importunity, to appease her, and preserve 
his own honour by re noaining faithful, he thu* 
resolved her 

Madam, and dear mother, you may well blame 
the senate for their long sitting, at least for call- 
ing in question a case so impertinent ; for except 
die wives of the senators be admitted to consult 
thereon, there can be no hope of a conclusion : I 
speak this but out of my young apprehension, for 
I.know their gravity may easily confound me ; and 
yet, whether nature or duty so instruct me, I can- 
not tell : But to them it seems necessary, for the 
increase of people, arid for the public good, that 
every senator should be allowed two wives ; or 
otherwise, their, wives two husbands: I shall 
hardly under one roof call two men by the name 
f2 
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of father; I had rather call two women by the 
name of mother. This is the question, mother ? 
and to-morrow it must have determination. 

The mother hearing this, and his seeming un<* 
willing to reveal it, took it for infallible truth s 
Her blood quickly fired, and rage ensued. I need 
not put the reader in mind that such sudden heats 
seldom admit of consideration ; but on the co»-^ 
trary, hurry the senses and faculties further % 6 
rashness, and other follies ; by which they am 
rendered incapable of doing themselves such good 
actions, or service, as their case often require : 
So without requiring any other counsel, she im* 
mediately sent to the other ladies and matrons of 
Rome , to acquaint them with this weighty affair, 
wherein the peace and welfare of their whole lives 
was so nearly concerned. This melancholy news 
blew up such a Jsrain-sick passion, that the ladies 
immediately assembled ; and though, some say, 
that a parliament of women are very seldom go- 
verned by one speaker, yet this affair being so 
urgent, the haste as pertinent, and the case on their 
behalf, merely indulgent, the revealing woman 
must prolocute for herself and . the rest. And the 
next morning such a din was at the senate door, 
for admission to sit with their husbands in this 
wonderous consultation, as if all Rome had been 
in an uproar. Their minds must not be known 
before they have audience ; which (though 
against all order) being granted, such an oration 
was made by the woman speaker, with request 
that women might have two husbands rather than 
men two wives, who could scarcely content one, 
&c. Upon the riddle’s solution, the noble youth 
was highly commended for his fidelity, and the 
ladies greatly confounded, and departed very likely 
with blushing cheeks. Nevertheless, to avoid the 
like inconveniency for the future, it was deter* 
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mined dial thence forward they should bring* their 
sons no more iato the senate ; only young Papirus , 
who was freely accepted , and his secrecy anddis* 
ereet policy not otdy applauded, but himself with 
tides of honour dignified and rewarded. 

-Nor should we forget the faithful Anaxarchnsf 
as related by Pliny , in his seventh book and 
twenty-third chapter, who was taken in order to 
force his secrets from him, bit his tongue in the 
midst between his teeth, and afterwards threw it 
in the tyrants face. 

The Athenians had a statue of brass, which they 
bowed to ; the figure was made without a tongue, 
to declare secrecy thereby. 

Likewise the Egyptians worshiped Harpocrales , 
the god of silence ; for which reason he is always 
pictured holding his finger on his mouth. 

* The Romans had a goddess of silence named 
Angerona , which was pictured like Harpocrates f 
holding her finger on her mouth, in token of sec- 
recy. Hence the Latin sentence linguam digito 
comp esc e. 

The servants of Plancus are much commended, 
because no torment could make them confess the 
secret which their master intrusted them with* 

Likewise the servant of Cato the orator was 
cruelly tormented, but nothing could make him 
reveal the secrets of his master, 
r S^uintius Curtins tells us, that the Persians held 
it as an inviolable law to punish most grievously 
and much more than any other trespass him that 
discovered any secret ; for confirmation thereof, 
he says, that king Darius , being vanquished by 
Alexander , had made his escape so far as to hide 
himself where he thought he might rest secure ; 
*10 tortures whatsoever, or liberal promises of re- 
compence, could prevail with the faithful brethren 
that knew it, or compell them to disclose it to any 
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person : Apd furthermore says, that no man ought 
to comip^ any matter of consequence to him that 
cannot truly keep a secret. 

Lycurgus , among his continual laws, would, 
have every man keep secret whatsoever was done 
or said : For this reason the Athenians were wont 
when they met at any feast, that the most ancient 
among them should shew every brother the door 
whereat they entered, saying, take heed that not 
so much as one word pass out from hence, of 
whatsoever shall here be acted or spoken. 

The first thing that Pythagoras taught , his 
scholars was to be silent, therefore for a certain 
time, he kept them without speaking, to the end 
that they might the better learn to preserve the 
valuable secrets he had to communicate to them, 
and never to speak but when time required, ex. 
pressing thereby that secrecy was the rarest vir- 
tue : Would to God that the masters of our present 
lodges xvould put the same in practice l 
\ Aristotle was demanded what thing appeared 
most difficult to him ; he answered, to be secret 
and silent* 

To this purpose St. Ambrose , in his offices, 
placed among the principal foundations of virtue, 
the patient gift of silence. 

The wise king Solomon says in his proverbs, that 
a king ought not to drink wine, because drunken* 
ness is an enemy to secrecy ; and in his opinion, 
he is not worthy to reign that cannot keep his own 
secrets ; he furthermore says, that he which dis- 
covers secrets is a traitor, and he that conceals 
them is a faithful brother : He likewise says, that 
he that refraineth his tongue is wise : And again, 
he that keeps his tongue, keeps his soul. To 
these I shall add the words of another wise man, 
Ecclesiasticus, chap, xxvii, to the 22d verse. 
“ Whosoever discovered! secrets looseth his credit, 
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and shall never find a friend to his nilftd. fcdve thy : 
friend, and be faithful onto him i But if thou be- : 
wray^thre secrets, follow no moreafterhim : For" 
a man hath destroyed his dnemy^ so hast thou tost' 
the. love of t^y. neighbour. As cme that* letteth *hf ; 
bird goiout of his hand, so ha* thou let thy neigh-* 
boor and shait not- get> Jfcra again. F6II0W 
after him no more, for he is too far off : He is as' 
a Tore /escaped out of: the ; snare). As for a wound 
It may be bound up, and after reviling there may' 
be reconcilement, but he: that bewrayeth sfcttets te 
without hope*’V-4 could mention many Other 
circumstances of the excellency^ ptf secrecy ; *and I 
dkr&r venture to say : that the greatest howmir, 
jhistice, truth, and fidelity, has been always found 
adnangst those, who could keep their own and others 
secrets ; and this is most nobly set forth by Ht- 
race y who says : 1 ’ 


The man resolv’d and steady to hUtrust, . 

, ;i f Inflexible to ill, and ohftioatelyji^t » ; 

' / May the *ude rabble’s infoleqce defpii*e, 

: Their fer,felef3 cl&rtioura and tumultuous cnes ; 

The tyrant VfierccrteP hd beguiles, J * }' 

. v ; / And the stein brow imd the btrob voice defies, 

. j )«<*, And wfth fuperipr grc^hefi fmifes : : 

Not the rough whirlwind, that deforms 
Jd id’s black gulph, and vexes it with ftorms ; 

The flubborn virtue of his foul can more : 

Not the. red arm of angry Jove 9 r 

- That flings the. thunder from the Iky# 

Had gives it rage.fo roar ao<J ftrength to fly. 

Should the whole frame of nature round him break. 

In ruin and cpntuiioo hurl’d 5 
He unconctrn’d would heat 1 he mighty crack; 

And (land ft cure a mid ft a falling world. 

Therefore.! am of opinion, that if secrecy and 
silence be duly considered, they will be found 
most nece^shry td qualify ! a man for arty business 
of importance 1 If this be granted, l am confident 
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that no tf|an .tvill dare to dispute that firee^mdsona 
are supeftiprjtcf'all other men, in concealing, ithoii* 
secrets, from tin^ea immemorial : which the powzw 
qf gold v that often has betrayed kingB and: princes,' 
sometimes overturned whole empires, nor the, 
most cruel punishments cptild never extort that! 
secret even, from , the weakest meihbei: of the* 
whole fraternity. . 1 i < 

, Therefore I humbly presume it will of conse*; 
quencebe granted, that the welfare and good of 
mankind was the cause or. motive of so grand an. 
institution as free-masonry m> art yet ever being so? 
extensively useful, which not only tends to protect 
ite members from external injuries, but to polish; 
the rusty dispositions of iniquitous minds, and[ 
also to .detain them within the peasant bounds off 
true religion, morality and virtue ; for such are 
the precepts of this royal art, that if those who have 
the honour of being members thereof would but 
live according to the true principles of the ancient 
craft, every man that is endowed with the least 
spark, of honour or honesty, must of course 
approve their actions, and consequently endeavour 
to follow their steps* And although very few or 
none of the brethren arrive to the sublimity and 
beautiful contrivance of Hiram Abif t \ yet the very 
enemies of Free -Masonry must own, that it is the 
most renowned society that ever was, is now, or 
perhaps ever will be upon earth. The following 
true description of the royal art, will clearly shew 
its great use to mankind. v j 


HAIL m : gh?y art ! graciotis gift of heaven, 1 
To aid mankind, b/ Our creator given : 

It wag you alone th at gave the ark its form, 
tyhich sav’d tbefaithftil from Impending storm ; 

When sittfut Cowana were gfov'ling in the 4id*i 
The MasonVark triumphantly did ride, 

O'er mighty waves, nor car'd they where it stcerMf 
'TUI floods abated and dry land appear'd : 

On Arrarefs mount, after the dreadful gtdrtn, 4 
There stood their ark and open’d lodge inform ; 
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There the good rot son, of his own accord* 

An altar built to serve the be* vehly lord; ■ 

Returned thanks with offering sacrifice. 

Which pleased Jove ; and to himself he^criet , 

Forsake of man I'll curse the ground no more, 
htor 8mitetJhc living as I've done before : 

While earthremain this blessing i’ll bestow, 

A “proper time when you your. feedT nny'sow ; 

The harvest-lime to btestfthe toVring swain, ' 

With fruitful «?opt) for *14 his care and pain*; 

d^ys ao4, ac^s >naihfU suerpuad this ball| r 

Wor sMT they cease '.until the end,. of all : 

Ahd tb confirm hiy prom thee, 

Amidst the clouds my bow a witness be : 

An heavenly arch shews how God sav'd the tares ' 

Qf notions four, likewise their happy wives. 

Such the blessings of each time and season* 

Qo4 has promised to that master^mason ; 
fcy which we see that mighty things weredone 1 
Ilf thi* groat art, since first the world -began* 

What mortal living, whether far or near. 

Around the glojbe wiihiq thedieav'nly sphere^ 

Can oame one art so much by God approved* , 

As masonry in Dkn>*d whom he l6v J d : 

Witness Moriah] where god appear'd to min, 

And gave ithc prince the holfl temple's plan ; 

^ Which charge after did fulfil 

? y aid of Tyre and Hiram* s mighty skvU; 

Tits is the art that did the world Occel, . 

And' pleas'd the Lord of Hdstlo come and dwell, ^ o 
Atte4iftg«t4he tnettV-whpilid the' temple frame* . • 

To worship God and keep His sicred name. ■, /. { 

By Maspn's art aspiring domes appear, 

Where God is worshiped still in truth and fear s 
By Mason's art the gttfedy miser's breast, J 
^hoMron-bouad, mach closer than his chest ) 
Compassion feels, vaJocsAot) his Itore, 

And freely gives w^at he ne'er thought before ; 

By Mason's art the busy- tongue doth fall, 
oJfore the thfone, when awful silence call ; 

By MasOh's art the wings Of loose detire, - 
•Are dipt short, prevents their soaring higher % 

The vicious. mind the f&cient craft restrain, 

From i^niode8t. bents, unlawful and profane ; 
ByMason^sarf theLpuny foppish ass, 

^ Mankind's disgrace, and sport of ev'ry lass) 

Boon ^uite his fptly, and more wiser grown. 

Looks on himself as one before unknown ; 
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By Masons art tHe proud ensigns of state, * • • .^rfT 
(Ambition's nurs'ry, and her lofty Feat) A 

Arc deemed Vain and us'diets toys, . ** v! 

Free-Masoei priic mode solid joy»; <'■ - 7/ 

But methinks I hear some of my reciters . say, 
surely if Free-Mftsqflfpy be s,uch as ij: is ejprp^ 
sented, the brotherhood most certainly* at* ‘the 
happiest men living* ; *and yet. *on< thfc contrary 
we often tneet some^eij: miserable, an<^ othe^ 
very great knaves, and ^pjnber of ignoraht, 4U1- 
terate stupid foojs ot tpe society, or at least wou^! 
endeavor to make the world believe So; This 
has been duly considered and answered, m the 
insructions fdr such as would become Free-^fa- 
sons. In ibe meantime l am wqHjysjyrgd, 
none but strangera/to Ahe* craft ungenerous 

enemies to good* BOciety, tfiH doubt the veracity 
of what is her e f j Ws^rted goncy Mn|* Free-Masonry. 
And for furtneY shtis“£acticai ta my finale Readers, 
and such of thjer>jrfcaU ^ Honour 

of being initiated-* ihto^th&ilmjteteiryj; Inhere beg 
leave to treat of fb^ r ptjteip!es af'trc so fltr 

as comes within 'pen^ iyhicl**jk 

hope wiU’-jnaW^m'Admti ^IB^ion, feMwSP 
they are founded npM?rt^igiianjimorfthty, brq|hod5f 
love, and goocFfellbwship.* q** 53 * LaB * ***> m ** * T 

A Mason-vis. obliged Jj^'Hjs ten tire (to 
firmly in the' t^'ue ^iefij.al Gq4V Ap 

well as in allrihbSe sacred; records* wbaeh^e, 4 igr 
nitaries and fathetfS df thd- <burch have compiled 
and published Igr ;the ‘ 5 use of ajlf v g 6 od xndti ; 30 
that no one w'hq .ibr'/ftr^ *, 

possibly tread inri&e i«r 4 igi^us«paMi^ noGsHfou^ 
happy libettittb* cm be>mdii«editcnfoUow<th^ an»- 
gant professdW bf 1 d«?e*iht^ J bt -dekw? tt%wfcei*ls 
he to be stained with) the !^ 6 ^?^or|;^bT EJW^ 
superstition^ but may have thr ^iHertjf, 
ing what faith he shall think: proper,. provided ajt 
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all times he pays a due reverence to his creator,. and 
by the world deals with honour and honesty, ever 
making that golden precept, the standard-rule of his 
actions, which engages, to do unto all men as he 
would they should do unto him : For the craft, in- 
stead of entering into idle and unnecessaty disputes 
concerning the different opinions and persuasions of 
men, admits into thp fraternity all that are good and 
tfue ; whereby it hath brought about the means of 
reconciliation amongst persons, who, without that 
assistance, would have remained at perpetual va- 
riance. 

• A Mason is a lover of quiet ; is always subject to 
the civil powers, provided they do not infringe upon 
the limitted bounds of religion and reason : and it 
was never yet known, that a real craftsman was con- 
cerned in any dark plot, designs, or contrivances 
against the state, because the welfare of the nation 
is his peculiar care, so that from the highest to the 1 
lowest step of magistracy, due regard and deference 
is paid by him- 

But as Masonry hath at several times felt the 
injurious effects of war, bloodshed and devasta- 
tion, it was a stronger engagement to the Crafts* 
men to act agreeable to the rules of peace and loy- 
alty ; the many proofs of which behaviour hath oc* 
casioned* the ancient kings and powers to protect 
and defend them. But if a brother should be so 
far unhappy as to rebel against the state, he would 
meet with no countenance from his fellows ; nor 
would they keep any private converse with him, 
whereby the government might have cause to be 
jealous, or take the least umbrage. 

A Mason, in regard to himself, is carefully to 
avoid all manner of intemperance or excess, which 
might obstruct him in the performance of the ne- 
cessary duties of his laudable profession, or lead 
him into any crimes which would^reflect disho- 
nour upon the ancient fraternity. 
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He is to treat his inferiors as he would have his 
superiors deal with him* wisely considering that 
the original of mankind is the same ; and though 
masonry divests, no man of his honour* yet does 
the craft admit that strictly to pursue the paths of 
virtue* whereby a clear conscience may be pre» 
•served* is the only method to make any man nobler 

A Mason is to be so far benevolent* as never to 
shut his ear unkindly to the complaints of wretch- 
ed poverty ; but when a brother is oppressed by 
want, he is in a peculiar manner to listen to his 
sufferings with attention ; in consequence of which 
pity must flow from his breast* and relieve with- 
out prejudice according to his capacity. , 

A Mason is to pay due obedience to the authop?- 
ity of his master and presiding officers, and to be- 
have himself meekly amongst his brethren ; .nei- 
ther neglecting his usual occupation for the aake 
of company* in running from one lodge to another; 
nor quarrel with the ignorant multitude* for their 
ridiculous aspersions concerning it : but at his 
leisure hours he is required to study the arts aigd 
sciences with a diligent mind, that he may not op- 
ly perform hia duty to his great Creator* but also 
to his neighbour and himself: for to walk hum- 
bly in the sight of God* to do justice, and love 
mercy* are the certain characteristics of a real 
free and accepted mason: which qualification^! 
humbly hope they will possess to the end of time ; 
and I dare venture to say* that every true brother 
will join with me in* Amen . 

The benefits arising from a strict observance bf 
the principles of the craft, are so apparent* that I 
must believe every good man would be fond to 
profess and practise the same ; because thoi&c 
principles tend to promote the happiness of life* 
as they are founded on the basis of wisdom and 
virtue. 

In the first place ; our privileges and instruc-. 
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tions, when rightly made use of, are not only prrv 
ductive of our welfare on this side of the grave, 
but even our eternal happiness hereafter, 

*■ For the craft is founded on so solid a basis that 
it will never admit blasphemy, lewdness, swearing, 
evil-plotting, or controversy ; and though they arc 
not all of the same opinion in matters of faith, yet 
they are ever in one mind in matters of masonry ; 
Antis, to labour justly, not to eat any man’s bread 
for nought, but to the utmost of our capacity to love 
ind serve each other, as brethren of the same hous- 
fioH 6ught to do : wisely judging, that itis as great 
andtfbsurtiity in one man to quarrel with another be- 
cause he will not believe as he does, as it would be 
in him to be angry befcause he was not exactly of the 
Same size and countenance, &c. 
r Therefore to afford succour to the di stressed, to 
r dMde our bread with the industrious poor, and to 
pett the misguided traveller into his way, are qualifi- 
cations inherent in the craft and suitable to its dig- 
^fdty, and such as the worthy members of that great 
‘bbdy have at alktimes strove with indefatigable pains 
accomplish, 

oeiJ Th'ese andsuch like benefits, arising from a strict 
observance of the principles of the craft (as num- 
- brethren have lately experienced) if duly 
^■6usiderfed,wiH be found not only to equal, but to 

* exceed any society in being. 

« c *If so, the worthy members of this great and use- 
ful 'society, can never be too careful in the election 
of members ; I mean, a thorough knowledge of the 
^Character and circumstance of a candidate that begs 
; tb be initiated into the mystery of free-masonry. 

1 Upon this depends the welfare or destruction of 

* the craft ; for as regularity, virtue, and concord, are 

- the only ornaments of human nature, (which is often 

- too prone to act in different capacities) so that the 
happiness of life depends, in a great measure, on our 
own election, and a prudent choice of those steps. 
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. For human society cannot subsist without con? 
cord, and the maintenance of mutual good offices ; 
for, like the workingof anarch of stone, it would 
fall to the ground provided one piece did not proper- 
ly support another. 

In former times every man (at his request) was 
not admitted into the craft, (tho’ perhaps of agopd 
and moral reputation) nor allowed to share the be* 
nefits of our ancient and noble institution, unless he 
was entfcqp d with such skill in masonry, as he might 
thereby be able to improve the art, either in plan or 
workmanship ; or had such affluence of fortpr^ 
as should enable him to v emplqy, honour and protect 
the craftsmen. r ; , 1 * r : 

I would not be understood by this .to mean, thn| 
no reputable tradesman should receive any of ou^* 
benefits ; but on the contrary, am of opinion that, 
they are valuable members of the commcnweaitb*- 
and often have proved themselves real omaments ta 
lodges. # ? /r 

. Those .whom I aim at, are the miserable wretches 
of low-life, (often introduced by excluded met#) 

... . *.nn 

^ That is, men excluded from their f lodges for 
misdemeanors. &c. (who finding themselves deemed 
unworthy of so noble a society) still endeavour .to * 
jnake the rest of mankind believe, .that they are goody 
and true, and have full power and authority to 
mit, enter and make free-masons, when and where- * 
soever they please, &c« These traders, (though 
but few in number) associate together, and for ariyr-. 
mean consideration admit any person to what little^ 
they know of the cr,aft. Little I say, for I honestly*^ 
assure my readers, that no man who rightly under- 
stands the craft, can be so blind as to trample-over 
'its ancient landmarks ; therefore all victuallers, &c*.: 
ought to be very cautious of entertaining such, from 
whom neither benefit nor credit can be expected* • 
See New Regulation^ VI IL 
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some of whom can neither read nor write ; and when 
[by the assistance of masonry] they are admitted 
into the company of their betters, they too often act 
beyond their capacities ; and under pretence of 
Searching for knowledge, they fall into scenes of 
gluttony or drunkenness, and thereby neglect their 
necessary occupation and injure their poor families, 
who imagine they have a just cause to pour out all 
their exclamations and invectives against the whole 
body of free-masons, without - considering or know- 
ing that our constitutions and principles are quite 
opposite to such base proceedings. 

The next thing to be considered is the choice of 
officers to rule and govern the Ibdge, according to 
the ancient and* wholesome laws of our constitution ; 
and this is a matter of great concern, for the officers 
of a lodge are not only bound to advance and pro- 
mote the welfare of their own particular lodge, but. 
also whatever may tend to the good of the fraternity 
in general. 

Therefore no man ought to be nominated or put: 
in such election, but such as by his known skill and 
merit, is deemed worthy of performance, viz . he 
must be well acquainted with all the private and 
public rules and orders of the craft ; he ought to be 
strictly honest, humane of nature, patient in injuries, 
modest in conversation, grave in counsel and advice, 
and (above all) constant in amity and faithful in 
secrecy.* 

Such candidates well deserve to be chosen the 
rulers and governors of their respective lodges, to 
whom the members are to be courteous . and obedi- 
ent, and from whom they may learn to dfespise the 

* A man may possess all these good' qualifica- 
tions, and yet (if in low circumstances) be incapable 
of filling his office with , credit to the lod£e or him- 
self : and this I recommend’as a matter well worth, 
the consideration of all the constituents. 

G 2 
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over-covetous* impatient, contentious, presumptu- 
ous, arrogant and conceited prattlers, the bane of 
human society. 

liere I. cannot forbear saying, that I have known 
men whose intentions were very honest, and without 
any evil design commit great errors, and sometimes 
been the destruction of good lodges; and this occa- 
sioned by their brethren hurrying them indiscreetly, 
into offices, wherein their slender knowledge of ma- 
sonry rendered them incapable of executing the bu- 
siness committed to their charge, to the great detri- 
ment of the craft and their own dishonour. 

Amongst r the qualities and principles of the craft* 

I have giveiji a hint concerning the behaviour of a 
mason In the lodge,' to which I beg he may add the 
few following Jiues, viz. .he is to pay due respect, 
and be obedient (in all reasonable matters) to the 
master and presiding officers : he must not curse, 
swear, nor offer to lay wagers ; nor use any lewd or 
unbecoming language, in derogation of God’s name,, 
and corruption of good manners ; nor behave himself 
ludicrously, nor jestingly, while the lodge js engage* 
ed in what is serious and solemn,: - Neither is he to 
introduce, support, nor mention any dispute or con- 
troversy about religion or politics ; nor force any 
brother to eat, drink, or stay against his inclination; 
nor do or say any thing that may be offensive, or 
hinder a free and innocent conversation ; least he 
•should break the good harmony, and defeat the laud- 
able. designs and purposes of the ancient and ho- 
nourable fraternity. 

And I honestly recommend fre^-masonry, as the 
most sovereign medicine to purge out the above, or . 
such other vices ; and regular lodges, as the only 
seminaries where men (in the most pleasant mid 
clearest manner) may hear, understand and learn ~ 
their duty to God ; and also to their neighbours. 
And this without the multiplicity of spiteful and 
malicious words ? long arguments qr fierce debates ; 
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which have been made use of, among mistaken mor- 
tals, upwards of a thousand years past : and instead 
of uniting men in one sacred band (as the servants 
of God, and brethren of the same household) have 
divided them in as many different opinions, as there 
were (not only languages, but even) men at the 
confusion of Babel. 

As to the. behaviour of the brethren when out of 
lodge, I hope the short space between each lodge- 
night will not admit of forgetfulness of the decency 
and good decorum observed in the lodge, which may 
serve them as an unerring rule for their behaviour 
and conduct in all other companies and places ; and 
like the worshipful discreet master of a lodge, rule, 
govern and instruct their families at home in the 
fear of God, and love of their neighbours, while they 
themselves imitate the member’s obedience, &?c. in 
paying due respect to their superiors. 

These few hints may serve to put the brethren in 
mind of the duty incumbent on them as free-ma- 
sons ; and like-wise, how to behave themselves in 
such a manner as may be acceptable to God, agree- 
able to the principles of the craft, and much to their 
own honour : But for further satisfaction to iny 
readers in general, I shall here insert the several old 
charges df free and accepted masons. 



/ 
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THE 

OLD CHARGES 

“OF THE 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

CHARGE I. 

Concerning GOD and RELIGION 

A Mason is obliged by his tenure to observe the 
moral law as a true Noachida and if he rightly un- 
derstands the craft, he will never be a stupified athe- 
ist, nor an irreligious libertine, nor act against con- 
science. 

In ancient times, the Christian masons were charg- 
ed to comply with the Christian usages of each coun- 
try where they travelled or worked ; being found m 
all nations, even of diyers religions. 

They are generally charged to adhere to that re- 
ligion in ^rhich all men agree (leaving each brother " 
to his own particular opinion ;) that is to be good 
men and true, men of honour and honesty, by what- 
ever names, religions, or persuasions they may be 
distinguished ; for they all agree in the three great, 
articles of Noah^ enough to preserve the cement of 
the lodge. 

Thus masonry is the center of their union, and 
the happy means of conciliating persons that other* 
wise must have remained at a perpetual distance. 

CHARGE II. 

Of the Civil Magistrate , supreme and subordinate • 

A Mason must be apeaceable subject, never to be 
concerned in plots against the state, nor disrespect- 

* Sons.of Noah, the first name of Free-Masons* 


Digitized by Google 



81 


ful to inferior magistrates. Of old, king*, princes 
and states, encouraged the fraternity for their loy- 
alty, whoever flourished most in times of peace ; but 
though a brother is not to be countenanced in his 
rebellion against the state, yet, if convicted of nO 
other crime, his relation to the lodge remains in- 
defeasible.* 

CHARGE III. 

Concerning a Lodge. 

-‘A lODGE is a place where masons medt to 
work in ; hence the assembly, or organized body 
of free-masons, is called a lodge ; just as the word 
church is e-spressive both of the congregation anch 
the place of worship.; 

Eivery brother should belong to some particular 
lodge, and cannot be absent without incurring 
censure, if not necessarily detained. 

The men made masons mtist be fret-born or no 
bondmen, of mature age, and of good report % 
hade and sound, not deformed or dismembered; 
at the time of their making; but no' woman, no 
Eunuchf • 

iWhen men of quality, eminence, wealth and 
learning apply to be made, they are to be respectful- 
ly accepted, after due examination ; for such often 

f * That is, he is still a Mason, although the breth- 
ren may refuse to associate with him: however; 
in such case, he forfeits all benefits frotn the lodge# 

t This is still the law of ancient masons, though 
disregarded by our brethren (I mean our sisters) 
the modern masons, who some years ago, admit- 
ted Signiour Singsong, the Eunuch, T-nd-ci, at- 
one of their lodges, in the Strand, London. And 
upon a late trial at Westminister, it appeared, that 
they admitted a woman called Madam D’E — . 
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prove good lords or founders of work, and will 
not employ Cowans when true masons can be had ; 
they also make the best officers of lodges, and the 
best designers, to the honour and strength of the 
lodge ; nay, from among them the fraternity can 
have a noble Grand Master ; but those brethreii 
are equally subject to the charges and regulations^ 
except in what more immediately concerns ope- 
rative masons. 

CHARGE IV. 

Or Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and 
Apprentices. 

r 

All preferments among masons, is grounded 
upon real worth and personal merit only , not upon 
seniority. No master should take an apprentice 
that is not the son of honest parents, ^ nerfegE 
youth without maim or defect in his body, and 
capable of learning the mysteries of the art ; that 
so the lords or founders, may be well served, ana 
the craft not despised ; and that when of age ana 
expert, he may become an entered apprentice or 
a free-mason of the lowest degree ; and upon hy 
improvements, a fellow-craft apd a master-mason, 
capable to undertake the lord’s work. 

The wardens are chosen from among the. master 
masons, and no brother can be a master of a lodg$ 
till he has acted as warden somewhere, except m 
extraordinary cases, or when a lodge is to b^ 
formed, and none such to be had, for then three 
master masons, tho 9 never masters nor wardens 9! 
lodges before, may be constituted master and 
wardens of that new lodge. 

But no number, without three master-masons, 
can form a lodge ; and none can be the grand 
master, or a grand warden, who has not acted 
the master of a particular lodge. 
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CHARGE V. 

Of the Management or the Craft in 
working. 

r AiX . masons should work hard and honestly 
on working days, that they m:iy live reputably and 
appear in a decent and becoming manner on holi- 
days ; and likewise the working hours appointed 
bylaw, or confirmed by custom, shall be observed. 

A master-mason only must be the surveyor or 
master of the work, who shall undertake the lord’s 
work reasonably, shall truly dispend his goods as 
if they were his own, and shall not give more 
W^ges than just, to any fellow or apprentice. 
b The wardens shall be true botn to master and 
fellows, taking care of all things both within^and 
Without the lodge, especially in the master’s ab- 
ffcnce : and their brethren shall obey them. 

* The master and the masons shall faithfully 
finish the lord’s work, whether task or journey ; 
tfdr shall they take the work at task, which hath 
been accustomed tQ journey. 

1 ' None shall show envy at a brother’s prosperity ; 
is6r supplant him, nor put him out of his work, if 
capable to finish it. 

All masons shall meekly receive their wages 
wiftiOut murmuring or mutiny, and not desert the 
master till the lord’s work is finished ; they must 
avoid ill language, calling each other brother or 
fellow with mifch courtesy, both ^within and with- 
out the lodge ; they shall instruct a younger 
brother to become bright and expert, that the lord’s 
materials may not be spoiled. 

#ut free and accepted masons shall not allow 
Cowans to work with them, nor shall they be em- 
pfcved by Cowans without an urgent necessity ; 
ifed even in that case they must not teach Cowans, 
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but must have a separate communication ; no la» 
bourer shall be employed in the proper work of 
free-masons. 

, CHARGE VI. 

Concerning Mason’s Behaviour. 

1. Behaviour in the lodgs before closing. 

You must not hold private committees, orse* 
parate conversation, without leave from the jpas-. 
ter ; nor talk of any thing impertinent, nor interrupt 
the master or warden, or any other brother speak- 
ing to the chair ; nor act ludicrously while the 
lodge is engaged in what is serioua and solemn ; 
but you are to pay due reverence to the master, 
wardens and fellows, . and put them to worship. 

Every brother found guilty of a fault, shall stand 
to the award of the lodge, unless he appeals to the, 
grand lodge, or unless a lord’s work is retarded 
for then a particular reference may be made. 

No private piques, no quarrels about nations, 
families, religions, or politics, must be brought 
within the doors of the lodge for as masons, we 
are of the oldest catholic religion, before hinted ; 
and of all nations upon the square, level and plumb ; 
like our predecessors in, all ages, we are resolved 
against political disputes, as contrary to the peace 
and welfare of the lodge. 

2. Behaviour after the lodge is closed 

AND BRETHREN NOT GONE. 

You may enjoy yourselves with innocent mirth, 
treating one another according to ability, but 
avoiding all excess ; not forcing a brother to eat 
or drink beyond his own inclination according to 
the ol£ regulation of king Ahasutrus , nor hinder* 
him from going home when he pleases ; for 
tho’ after lodge-hours you are like other men, yet 
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the blame of your excess may be thrown upon the 
fraternity, though unjustly. f 

3. Behaviour at meeting without strangers , not 
in a formed lodge. 

You are to salute one another as you have been, 
or shall be, instructed ; freely communicating 
hints of knowledge, but without disclosing secrets, 
unless to those that have given long proof of their 
taciturnity and honour, and without derogatihg 
from the respect due to any brother, were he not 
a mason ; for though all brothers and fellows, are 
upon the level, yet masonry divests no man of the 
honour that was due to him before he was made a 
mason, or that shall become his due afterwards ; 
nay, it rather adds to his respect, teaching us to 
give honour to whom it is due, especially to a 
noble or eminent brother, whom we should dis- 
tinguish from all of his rank and station, and 
serve him readily, according to <>ur ability. 

4 . Behaviour in the presence s of strangers , not 
masons . 

You must be cautious in your words, carriage, 
and motions ; so that the most penetrating stran- 
ger may not be able to discover what is not pro- 
per to be intimated : and the impertinent oren. 
snaring question?, or ignorant discourse of strain 
gers, must be prudently managed by free-masons. 

5. Behaviour at homeland in your neighbourhood. 

Masons ought to be moral men, as above charg- 
ed ; consequently good husbands, good parents, 
good sons and good neighbours ; not staying too 
long from home, and avoiding all excess : yet wise 
men too, for certain reasons known to them. 

6. Behaviour towards a foreign brother , or 

stranger 4 \ , 

H 
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You are cautiously to examine him. as prudence 
shall direct you, that you may not be imposed on 
by a pretender, whom you are to reject with de- 
rision, and beware of giving him any hints ; but if 
you discover him to be true and faithful, you are 
to respect him as a brother, and if in want, you 
are to relieve him if you can, or else direct him 
how he may be relieved ; you must employ him if 
you can, or else recommend him to be employ- 
ed ; but you are not charged to do beyond your 
ability. 

7. Behaviour behind a brother's back^ as well as 
before his face * 

Free and accepted masons have ever been 
charged to avoid all manner of slandering and 
backbiting of true and faithful brethren, or talk- 
ing disrespectfully of a brother’s performance or 
person, and all malice or unjust resentment ; nay, 
you must not suffer any others to reproach an 
honest brother, but defend his character as far as 
is consistent with honour, safety and prudence ; 
tho’ no further. 

CHARGE VII. 

Concerning Law-Suits. 

If a brother do you injury, apply first to your 
t>wn or his lodge, and if you are not satisfied, you 
may appeal to the grand lodge ; but you must 
never take a legal course, till the cause cannot be 
otherwise decided ; for if the affair is only between 
masons, and about masonry, law-suits ought to be 
prevented by the good advice of prudent brethren, 
who are the best referees of differences. 

But if that reference is either impracticable or 
unsuctesful, and the affair must be brought into 
the courts of law or equity ; yet still you must 
avoid all wrath, malice and rancour in carrying 
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«m the suit ; not saying or doing any thing that 
may hinder the continuance or renewal of brother- 
ly love and friendship, which is the glory and ce- 
ment of this ancient fraternity ; that we may shew 
to all the world the benign influence of masonry, 
as all wise, true and faithful brethren have done 
from the beginning of time, and will do till archi- 
tecture shall be dissolved in the general conflagra- 
tion. Amen ! so mote it be ! 

All these charges you are to observe , a 'id also 
those that shall be given to you in a way that can- 
not be written . 


A 

SHORT CHARGE 
TO A NEW ADMITTED MASON. 

Brother, 

. You are now admitted by the "unanimous con- 
sent of our lodge, a fellow of our most ancient and 
honourable society ; ancient, as having subsisted 
from time immemorial ; and honourable, as tend- 
ing in every particular, to render a man so who 
will be but confornoadable to its glorious precepts : 
tl^e greatest monarchs in all ages, as well of Asia 
and Afri ca as of Europe , have been encouragers 
of the royal art ; and many of them have presided 
as grand masters over the masons in their respec- 
tive territories, not thinking it any lessening to 
their imperial dignities, to level themselves with 
their brethren in masonry, and to act as they did. 

The world’s great architect is our supreme 
master ; and the unerring rule he has given us, is 
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that by %vhich we work ; religious disputes are 
never suffered within the lodge, for as masoqs we 
only pursue the universal religion, or the religion 
of nature ; this is the center which unites the most 
differenrprinciples in one sacred band, and brings 
together those who were the most distant from 
one another. 

There are three general heads of duty which 
masons ought always to inculcate* viz. to God* 
our neighbour, and ourselves ; to God, in never 
mentioning his Name but with that reverejiual 
awe which a creature ought to bear to his Creator, 
and to look upon him always as the Summum 
num which we came intp the w r orld to enjoy, and 
according to that view to regulate all our pursuits : 
to our neighbours, in acting upon the square, or 
doing. as we would be done by j to ourselves, in 
avoiding all intemperance and excesses, whereby 
we may be rendered incapable of following our 
work, or led into behayiour unbecoming our 
laudable profession, and always keeping within due 
bounds and free from all pollution. 

In the state, a mason is to behave as a peaceable 4 
and dutiful subject, conforming chearfully to the 
government under which he lives. . ' 

He is to pay a due deference to his superiors ; 
and from his inferiors he is rather to receive hoii6ur, 
with some reluctance, than to extort it i he' is* to be 
a man of benevolence and charity, not sitting down 
contented while his fellow creatui es (but much more 1 
his brethren) are in want, when it is in his powet ; 
without prejudicing himself or family, tq relieve' 
them. : \ } 

In the lodge he is to behave with all due decOrumi,- 
least the beauty and harmony thereof should Be" 
disturbed or broke : he is to be obedient to the master 
and the presiding officers, and to apply himself close- 
ly to the business of masonry, that he may- the* 
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sooner become a proficient therein, both for his own 
credit, and fpr that of the lodge. 

. He is not to neglect his own necessary avoca- 
tions * for the sake of masonry, nor to involve him- 
self in quarrels with those who through ignorance 
may speak evil of or ridicule it. 

He is to be a lover qf the arts and sciences, and is 
to take all opportunities to improve himself therein. 

If he recommends a friend to be made a mason, 
he must vouch him to be such as he really believes 
will conform to the aforesaid duties, least by his 
misconduct at any time, the lodge should pass under 
some evil imputations. 

Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful 
masons, then to see any of their brethren profane 
or break through the sacred rules of their order ; 
and such as can do it, they wish had never been ad- 
mitted. 

THE 

ANCIENT MANNER 
or 

CONSTITUTING A LODGE. 

A New lodge, for avoiding many irregularities, 
should be solemnly constituted by the grand-master* 

* Here you are to understand that a mason ought 
not to belong to a number of lodges at one time, nor 
run from lodge to lodge ; or otherwise, after masons 
or masonry, whereby, his ■business or family may 
be neglected ; but yet every mason is subject to all 
the bye-laws of his lodge, which he is strictly and 
constantly to bbey ; — for the attendance and dues 
of one lodge, can never prejudice neither him ndr 
his family. 

H2 
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Ivith his deputy and wardens; or, in the grand- 
master’s absence, the deputy acts for his worship, 
die senior grand-wardetr as deputy, the junior grftrid- 
Warden as the senior, and the present master of a 
lodge as the junior : or if the deputy is also absent the 
grand master may depute either of his grand-war* 
dens, who can appoint others to act as grahd- wardens, 
fro tempore 

' The lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
new master and wardens being yet among die fel- 
low-crafts, the grand-master shall ask his deputy if 
he has examined them, and whether he finds the 
master well skilled in the noble science and the royal 
art, and duly instructed in our mysteries, See. the 
deputy answering in the affirmative, shall (by the 
grand-master’s order) take the candidate from 
amongst his, fellows, and present him to the grand*- 
master, saying, right worshipfd grand master , the 
brethren het l c, desire to be formed into a regular lodge; 
and I present my -worthy brother A. B. to be install -* 
~cd, their master , whom I know to be of good morals 
and great skilly true and trusty , and a lover of the 

* When constitutions are required, where the 
distance is so great as to render it impossible for 
the grand officers to attend. In such case, the 
grand master, or his deputy, issues a written instru- 
ment,. under his hand and private seal, to some 
worthy brother who has been properly installed 
master of a lodge, with full power to congregate, 
install, and constitute the petitioners. 

If the grand master, or deputy, be absent, or 
through sickness, rendered incapable of acting, the 
grand wardens, and grand secretary,, jointly, may 
issue a like power under their hands and seal of the 
grand lodge ; providing the grand master has first 
signed. a. warrant for holding such new lodger but 
the grand wardens must never issue any«masonic*l 
writings under their private seal or seals. 
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whole fraternity ^wheresoever dispersed over the face 
of the earth • 

Then the grand-master placing the candi date on 
his left hand, and having asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the brethren, shall say (after 
some other ceremonies and expressions that cannot 
be written) I constitute and form these good brethren 
into a new regular lodge , and appoint you y brother 
A. B. the master of it y not doubting of your capacity 
artd care to preserve the cement of the lodge , £ s?e. 

Upon this the deputy, or some other brother for 
him, shall rehearse the charge of a master : and the 
grand-master shall ask the candidate, saying, Do 
you submit to these charges as masters have done in 
all ages ? and the new master signifying his cordial 
submission thereto, the grand-master shall by cer- 
tain significant ceremonies and ancient usages, install 
him and present him with his warrant, the book of con- 
stitutions, the lodge-book, and the instruments of 
his office, one after another ; and after each of them 
the grand-master, his deputy, or some brother for 
him, shall rehearse the short and pithy charge that 
is suitable to the thing present. 

Next, the members of this new lodge, bowing 
altogether to the grand-master, shall return his wor- 
ship their thanks according to the custom of masters, 
and shall immediately do homage to their new 
master ; and (as faithful craftsmen) signify their 
^promise of subjection and obedience to him by usual 
.congratulations* 

The deputy an# grand-wardens, and any other 
brethren that ar« not members of this new lodge, 
shall next congratulate the new master, and he shall 
return his becoming acknowledgments as paaster- 
masons, first to the grand-master and officers, and to 
.the rest in their order. 

Then the grand-master orders the new master to 
enter immediately upon the exercise of his office, and 
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calling forth his senior-warden, a fellow-craft* mas- 
ter-mason, presents him to the grand-master for his 
worship’s approbation, and to the new lodge for 
their consent; upon which the senior or junior 
grand-warden, or some brother for him, shall re- 
hearse the charge of a warden, &c. of a private 
lodge ; and he, signifying his cordial submission 
thereto, the new master shall present him singly with 
the several instruments of his office, and, in ancient 
manner and due form, install him in his proper 
place f. 

In like manner the new master shall call forth his 
junior warden, who shall be a master-mason, and 
presented as above, to the junior grand-warden, or 
some other brother in his stead, and shall in the 
above manner be installed in his proper place ; and 
the brethren of this new lodge shall signify their 
obedience to these new wardens, by foe usual con- 
gratulations due to wardens. 

The grand-master then gives all the brethren joy 
of their master and wardens, &c. and recommends 
harmony, &c. hoping their only contention, will be 
a laudable emulation in cultivating foe royal art, and 
the social virtues. 

Then the* grand-secretary, or some brother for 
him, by the grand-master’s order, in foe name of 
the grand-lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
lodge duly constituted No. , See. 

Upon which all the new lodge together after foe 

. * They were called fellow-ci^fts, because foe 
masons of old times, never gave anj man foe title of 
master-mason, until he had first passed the chair. 

f The grand- wardens generally install the war- 
dens at new constitutions; ‘as being best qualified 
for transacting such business. 
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custom of masters, return their hearty* and sincere 
thanks for the honor of this constitution. 

The grand-master also orders the grand-secretary 
to register this new lodge in the grand lodge-book, 
and to notify the same to the other particular lodges ; 
and, after some other ancient customs and demon- 
strations of joy and satisfaction, he orders the 
senior grand-warden to close the lodge. 


' A Prayer said at the opening of the Lodge, or making 
-a new* Brother, is? c. u^ed by Jewish Free- Masons. 

O Lord, excellent art thou in thy truth, and there 
is nqthing great in comparison to thee ; for thine is 
the praise, from all the works of thy hands, for 
evermore. 

. Enlighten us, we beseech thee, in the true know- 
ledge, of masonry : by the sorrows of Adam , thy firstr 
made man ; by the blood of Abel, the holy one j by 
the righteousness of Seth, in whom thou art welt 
pleased ; and by thy covenant with Noah, in wbosev 
architecture thou was pleased to save the seed of 
thy beloved ; number us not among those that know 
not thy statutes, nor the divine mysteries bf the se- 
cret Cabala. 

But grant, we beseech thee, that the ruler of this 
lodge may be endued with knowledge and wisdom^ 
to instruct iis and explain his secret mysteries, as 
our holy brother Moses * did (in his lodge) to Aaron, 

* Iii the preface to the Mishna , we find this tra- 
dition of the Jews, explained as follows : 

God not only delivered the law to Mose s on Mount 
Sinai, but the explanation of it likewise : when Mo* 
y?s came down from the mount, and entered into his 
^pnt , Aaron went to visit him ; an d Moses acquainted 
Aaron with the laws he had received irom God, to- 
gether with the explanation of them : after thi$ Aaron 
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to Elcaz&r and Ithamar, (the sons of Aaron,) and the 
seventy elders of Israel . 

And grant that we may understand, learn, and 
keep all the statutes and commandments of the 
Lord, and this holy mystery, pure and undefiled unto 
our lives end* Amen, Lord* 

A Prayer used amongst the primitive Christian 
Masons . 

The might of the Father of Heaven, and the wis-: 
dom of his glorious Son, through, the grace afid good- 
ness of the Holy Ghost, being three persons in one 
Godhead, be with us at our beginning, and give us 
grace so to goyeni us here in our living, that we may^ 
come to his bliss that never shall have end. Amen 

> 

placed himself at the right hand of Moses , and Ele m 
azar and Ithamar (the sons of Aaron) were ad mitted, 
to whom Moses repeated what he had justbefore tokt 
to Aaron : these being seated, the one on the right 
hand, the other on the left hand of Moses ; the se- 
venty elders of Israel , who composed the Sanhedrim* 
came in ; and Moses again declared the same laws 
to them, with the interpretation of them, as he had 
done before to Aaron and his sons. . Lastly, all who 
pleased of the common people were invited to enter, 
and Moses instructed them likewise in the same 
manner as the rest : so that Aaron heard four times 
what Moses had been taught by God upon Mount 
Sinai , E!ca$ar and Ithamar three times, the seventy 
elders twice, and the people once. Moses afterwards 
reduced the laws which he had received into writing, 
but not the explanations of them ; these he thought 
it sufficient to trust to the memories of the abovemen* 
tioned persons, who, being perfectly instructed in 
them, delivered them to their children, and theat 
again to theirs from age to age. 
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Another Prayer , and that which is most generally at 
Making or Opening . 

Most holy and glorious Lord God, thou great 
architect of heaven and earth, who art the giver of 
all good gifts and graces, and hast promised that 
when two or three are gathered together in thy name, 
thou wilt be in the midst of them : in thy name we 
assemble and meet together, most humbly beseech- 
ing thee to bless us in all our undertakings, that we 
may know and serve thee aright, that all our doings 
may tend to thy glory and the salvation of our souls. 

And we beseech thee, O Lord God* to bless this 
our present undertaking, and grant that this our new 
brother may dedicate his life to thy service, and be 
a true and faithful brother among us : endue him 
with a competency of thy divine wisdom, that he 
may, with the secrets of free-masonry, be able to un- 
fold the mysteries of godliness and Christianity. This 
we most humbly beg, in the name, and for the sake, 
of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


AHABATH OLAM.* 

A Prayer repeated in the RoyaUArch Lodge at 
Jermalem* 

Thou hast loved us, O Lord our God, with eter- 
nal love ; thou hast spared us with great and ex- 
ceeding patience, our father and our king, for thy 
great name’s sake, and for our father’s sake who 
trusted in thee, to whom thou didst teach the sta- 
tutes of life, that they might do after the statutes of 
thy good pleasure with a perfect heart : So be thou 
merciful unto us, O our Father, merciful Father, 
that sheweth mercy, have, mercy upon us we be- 
seech thee, and ^ut understanding into our hearts, 

* See Dr. Wooton r o n the Mishna. 
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that we. may understand, be wise, hear, learn, teach, 
keep, do and perform all th^ words of the doctrine 
of thy law in love, and enlighten our eyes in thy 
commandments, and cause our hearts to cleave to 
thy law, and unite them in the love and fear of thy 
name ; we will not be ashamed, nor confounded, 
nor stumble, for ever and ever. 

Because we have trusted m thy holy, great, 
mighty, and terrible name, we wiH rejoice and be 
glad in thy salvation, and in thy mercies, O Lord 
our God ; and the multitude of thy mercies shall 
not fbtsake us forever : Selah. And now make 
haste and bring upon trs a blessing, and peace from 
the four corners of the earth : for thou art a God 
that workest salvation, and 1 has chosen us out of 
every people and language ; and thou, our king, 
has caused us to cleave to thy great name, in love 
to praise thee and to be united to thee, and to love 
thy name : blessed art thou, O Lord God, who hast 
chosen thy people Israel in love. 

Having inserted this prayer, and mentioned that 
part of masonry commofcly called the royal arch, 
which I firmly believe to be the root, heart and 
marrow of masonry, I cannot forbear giving a hint 
of a certain evil designer,* who has made a trade 
thereof for some time past, and has drawn in a num- 
ber of worthy, honestmen, and made them believe 
. that he and his assistants truly taught them all and 
every part of the abovementioned branch of ma- 
sonry, which they soon communicated to the wor- 
thy brethren of their acquaintance, without being 
able to form any sort of judgment whereby they 

* I am sorry to find he has a second in iniquity, 
but as they are both overw helmed with years and 
poverty, even let them die in ignominy ?md siJent 
contempt. 
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might distinguish truth from falsehood, and conse* 
queutly could not discern the imposition ; but, as 
die wise Seneca justly observes, it fares with us in 
human life as in a routed army, one stumbles first 
and then another falls upon him ; and so they fol- 
low, one upon the neck of the other, till the whole 
field comes to be but one heap of miscarriages. 
This is the case of all those who think themselves 
royal-arch masons, without passing the chair in re- 
gular iorm, according to the ancient custom of the 
craft : to this I will add the opinion our worshipful 
brother, Dr. Fifield D' Assig7iey y printed in the year 
1 744. 44 Some of the fraternity (says he) have 

44 expressed an uneasiness at this matter being kept 
44 a secret from them, since they had already pas- 
44 sed through the usual degrees of probation, I 
44 cannot help being of opinion, that they have no 
44 right to any such benefit until they make a proper 
44 application, and are received with due formality : 
44 and as it is an organized body of men who have 
* passed the chair, and given undeniable proofs of 
44 their skill in architecture, it cannot be treated 
44 with too much reverence ; and more especially 
44 since the characters of the present members of 
41 that particular lodge are untainted, and their be- 
44 haviour judicious and unexceptionable : so that 
44 there cannot be the least hinge to hang a doubt 
44 on, but that they are most excellent masons.” - 

The respect I have for the very name of free- 
mason, is sufficient to make me conceal the name 
of the person here pointed at ; and, instead of ex- 
posing him, or stigmatizing him with a name he 
Justly deserves, I earnestly wish that God may 
guide him back, out of his present labyrinth of 
darkness, to the true light of masonry ; which is; 
truth, charity and justice. 

I make no manner of doubt, but that this will 
reach the hands of the person aimed at ; and as my 
intention is rather to reform than offend, 1 hope he 
t 
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will answer my expectation, in laying aside such 
evils as may bring dishonour to the craft and him- 
self ; and I assure him upon the honour of a ma- 
,son, I have no evil design against him, no 
more than Hesiod had against his brother Perses y 
when he wrote the following advice* 

O Perse*, foolish Perses, bow thine ear. 

To thee good counsels of a soul sincere ; 

To wickedness the road is quickly found. 

Short is the way and on an easy ground ; 

The paths of virtue must be reach’d by .toil. 

Arduous and long and on a rugged soil ; 

Thorny the gate, but when the top you gain. 

Fair is the future and the prospect plain : 

Far does the man all other men excel. 

Who from his wisdom thinks in all things well ; 

Wisely considering to himself a friend. 

All for the present best and for the end : 

Nor is the man without his share of praise. 

Who well the dictates of the wise obeys; 

But he that is not wise himself, nor can 
Hearken to wisdom, is a useless man. 
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THE 

GENERAL REGULATIONS 

or THE 

FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 


Old Regulations . 

I.'The grand master 
or deputy has full au- 
thority and right, not on- 
ly to be present, but also 
to preside in every lodge, 
with the master of the 
lodge on his left-hand : 
and to order his grand- 
wardens to attend him, 
who are not to act as 
Wardens of particular 
lodges, but in his pre- 
sence, and at his com- 
mand ; for the grand- 
master, while in a parti- 
cular lodge, may com- 
mand the wardens of 
that lodge, or any other 
master-masons, to act as 
diis wardens, pro tempore* 


New Regulations . 

1. That is only when 
the grand- war dens are 
absent, for the grand- 
master cannot deprive 
them of their office with- 
out shewing cause, fairly 
appearing to the grand- 
lodge, according to the 
old regulation, XVIII. 
so that if they are pre- 
sent in a particular lodge 
with the grand-master, 
they must act as war- 
dens there. 

Some grand-lodge, 
have ordered that none 
but the* grand-master, 
his deputy and wardens 
(who are the only grand 
officers) * should wear 
their jewels in gold, pen- 
dant to blue* ribbons 


* I shall at all times be conformable, and pay 
due respect to every right worshipful grand lodge 
of regular free-masons, and am well assured that 
grand officers only should be distinguished by gold 
jewels, and them according to their proper order* 
but at the same time I am certain, that every mem- 
ber of the grand lodge has an undoubted right to 
wear purple, blue, white, or crimson. 
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II. The master of a 
particular lodge, has the 
right' and authority of 
congregating the mem- 
bers of his lodge into a 
chapter, upon an emer- 
gency or occurrence, as 
well as to appoint the 
time and place of their 
usual forming ; and in 
case of death or sick- 
ness, or necessary ab- 
sence of the master, the 
senior warden shall act 
as master, pro tempore , 
if no brother is present 
who has been master of 
that lodge before ; for the 
absent master’s authori- 
ty reverts to the last mas- 
ter present, though he 
cannot act till the senior 
warden congregates the 
lodge. 

III. The master of 
each particular lodge, or 
one of the wardens, or 
#ome other brother by 
appointment of the mas- 
ter, shall keep a book con- 
taining their bye-laws, 
the names of their mem- 


New Regulation#! 
about their necks, and 
white leather aprons with 
blue silk ; which sort of 
aprons may also be worn 
by former grand officers. 

II. It w r as agreed, that 
if a master of a particu- 
lar lodge is deposed, or 
demits, the senior war- 
den shall forthwith fill 
the master’s chair till the 
next time of choosing,, 
and ever since in the 
master’s absence he fills 
the chair, even though 
a former master be pre- 
sent ; except he has a 
mind to honour a more 
skilful past-mastery which 
is frequently the case. 


III. No lodge shall 
be moved from their sta- 
ted place of meeting, to 
another house, without 
giving previous notice to 
the grand secretary, con- 
taining reasons for the 
removal, under the for- 
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bers, and a list of all die feiture of one guinea to 
lodges in town, with the the grand charity.* 
usual times and places of 
their forming, and also 
die transactions of their 
own lodge, that are pro- 
per to be written. 

IV. No lodge shall IV* This regulation 
make more than five new is neglected for several 
brothers at one and the reasons, and is now ob» 
same time, without an solete. 

urgent necessity ; nor any 
man under the age of 
twenty-five years, who ' 
must also be his own * 
master, unless by a dis- 
' pensation from the grand 
master. 

V. No man can be ac- V. The grand secre- 
cepted a member of a tary can direct the peti- 
particular lodge, with- tioners in the form of a 
out previous notice one dispensation, if wanted ; 
month before given to but if they know the can- 
the lodge, in order to didate, they do not re- 
make due enquiry into quire a dispensation, 
the reputation and capa- 
city of the candidate, un- 
less by a dispensation. 

VI. But no man can VI. No visitor, how- 
be entered a brother in ever skilled in masonry, 
any particular lodge, or shall be admitted into a 
admitted a member there- lodge, unless he is per- 
of, without the unani- sonally known to, or 

mous consent of all the well vouched and recom- 

* 

* For the method of removing, see the 9th 
Regulation. 

i 2 
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members of that lodge 
then present, when the 
candidate is proposed, 
and when their consent 
is formally asked by the 
master, they are to give 
their consent in their own 
prudent way ; either vir- 
tually, or in form ; but 
with unanimity : nor is 
^iis inherent privilege 
subject to a dispensation, 
because the members of 
a particular lodge are the 
best judges of it ; and 
because, if a turbulent 
member should be impo- 
sed on them, it might 
spoil their harmony or 
hinder the freedom of 
their communication, or 
even break or disperse 
the lodge, which ought 
to be avoided by all that 
are true and faithful. 

VII. Every new bro- 
ther, at his entry, is de- 
cently to cloaththe lodge, 
that is, all the brethren 
present, and to deposit 


New Regulations. 
mended by one of that 
lodge then present.* 

But it was found in- 
convenient to insist upon 
unanimity in several ca- 
ses, and' therefore the 
grand-masters have al- 
lowed the lodges to ad- 
mit a member if there 
are not above three bal- 
lots against him ; though 
some lodges desire no 
such allowance. 


VII. See this explain- 
ed in the account of the 
constitution of the gene- 
ral charity ; only particu- 
lar lodges are not limit- 


* I shall not mention the cause of the above 
new regulation being made, but certain it is that 
real free-masons have no occasiou for any such re- 
gulation, they being able to distinguish a true bro- 
ther, let his country or language be ever so remote 
or obscure to us, nor is it in the power of false pre- 
tenders to deceive us. 
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something for the relief ed, but may take their \ 
of the indigent and de- own method for charity, 
cayed brethren, as the 
candidate shall think fit 
to bestow, over and 
above the small allow- 
ance that may be stated 
in the bye-laws of that 
particular lodge, which 
charity shall be kept by 
the cashier ; also the can- 
didate shall solemnly pro- 
mise to submit to the 
constitutions, and other 
good usages, that shall 
be intimated to him, in 
time and place conven- 
nient. 


VIII. No set or num- 
ber of brethren shall 
withdraw or separate 
themselves from the 
lodge in which they were 
made, or were after- 
wards, admitted mem- 
bers, unless the lodge be- 
come too numerous ; nor 
even then, without a dis- 
pensation from the grand 
master or deputy; and 
when thus sepativced, they 
must either immediately 
join themselves to such 
other lodges that they 
shall like best, who 
are willing to receive 
them, or else obtain the 
grand master’s warrant 


VIII. Every brother 
concerned in making ma- 
sons clandestinely, shall 
not be allowed to visit 
any lodge till he has 
made due submission, 
even though the brother 
so admitted may be al- 
lowed. 

None who make a stat- 
ed lodge without the 
grand master’s warrant 
shall be admitted into 
regular lodges, till they 
make due submission 
and obtain grace. 

If any brethren form a 
lodge without leave, and 
shall irregularly make, 
that is without the grand 
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to join in forming a new 
lodge, to be regularly 
constituted in good time. 

If any set or number 
of masons, shall take up- 
on themselves to form a 
lodge without the grand 
master’s warrant, the re- 
gular lodges are not tp 
countenance them, nor 
own them as fair breth- 
ren duly formed, nor ap- 
prove of their acts and 
deeds ; but must treat 
them as rebels, until they 
humble themselves as 
the grand master shall 
in his prudence direct, 
and until he approve 
of them by his war- 
rant signified to the 
other lodges, as the cus- 
tom is when a new lodge 
is to be registered in the 
grand lodge-book. 


New Regulations . 
master’s warrant, new 
brothers, they shall not 
be admitted into any re- 
gular lodge, no not as 
visitors, till they render 
agood reason, or make 
due submission. 

If any lodge within the li- 
mitspf the city of London , 
cease to meet regularly 
during twelve months 
successive, and not k£ep 
up to the rules and or- 
ders of the grand lodge 
its number and place shall 
be erased and disconti- 
nued in the grand lodge 
books ; and if they peti- 
tion to be inserted or 
owned as a regular lodge, 
it must lose its former 
place and rank of pre- 
cedency, and submit to 
a new; constitution. 

Seeing that some ex- 
traneous brothers have 
been lately made in a 
clandestine manner ; that 
is, in no regplatj lodge, 
nor by, any authority or 
dispensation from the 
grand-master, and upon 
small and unworthy con- 
siderations, to the dis- 
honour of the craft. 

The gratid lodge de- 
creed, that no person so 
made, nor any concem- 
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I&. But If any brother 
so far misbehave him-- 
self, as to render his: 
lodge uneasy, he shall be 
thrice duly admonished 
by the master and war* 
dens in that lodgeificnftn- 
ed ; and if he will not 
refrain his imprudence*; 
nor obediently submit to: 
the advice of his breth- 
ren, he shall be dealt 
with according to the 
bye-laws of that parti cu*> 
lar lodge ; or else -in 
such a manner as the 
giand lodge shall in 
their great prudence 
think fit, for which a 
new regulation may be 
afterwards made . 


New Regulations. 
ed in making him, shall 
be a grand officer of any 
particular lodge ; nor 
shall any such partake 
of the general charity, 
if they should come to 
want it. 

IX. Whereas several 
disputes have arisen 
about the removal of 
lodges from one house to 
another, and it has been 
questioned in whom that 
power is invested, it is 
hereby declared, That no 
lodge be removed without 
the master’s knowledge , 
that no motion^ be made for 
removing in the master’s 
absence , and that if the 
motion be seconded , or 
t hirdedy the. master shall 
order sumtnon’s to evertp 
individual member * sped - 
fying the business, and ap* 
pointing aday for bearing 
and determining the af: 
fair , at least ten days 
before , and the determine 
ation shall be made by they 
majority ; but if he be of 
the minority against re - 
mooing : the lodge shall 
not be removed, unless the : 
majority consists of full 
two thirds of the members 
present. 

JBn^ ifthe master re* 
fuse to direct such sum- 
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V X. The majority’ of* 
every particular - lodge, 
wheri congregated, not 
efee, shall havfe j privi- 
lege of giving instruc- 
tions to their master 
and wardens before the , 
meeting of the grand 
chapter, because the said* 
dffcers^ are their repr.e-' 
sentatives, arid suppod~ 
ed to speak t'he seriti*^ 
merits of their brethren,* 
ait the said grand lodge. 

XI. AH particular 1 
lodges are to observe the 
like Usages as kdtidh ^as 

. t* \ * . . * 


New Regulations . 
mon’s either of the war- 
dens may do it ; and if 
the master neglects to 
attend on the day fixed, 
the warden may preside 
in determining the af- 
fair in the manner pre- 
scribed ; but they shall 
not, in the master’s ab- 
sence, enter upon any 
other cause but what is 
particularly mentioned 
mth^same summons. 
•.And if the lodge is 
thus regularly ordered 
tu be removed, the mas- 
ter or warden shall send' 
notice to the secretary 
of the grand lodge, for 
publishing the same at 
the next grrind lodge. 
r/X. Upon a sudden 
eniergency, the grand 
lodge has allowed a 
private brother to be 
present, and, with leave 
asked and given, to sig*, 
nify his mind if it was 
about what concerned 
masonry, but not to 
vote. 


XI. The same usages 
for substance are actual- 
ly observed in evexy re* 
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possible ; in order to 
which, and also for cul- 
tivating a good under- 
standing among free-ma- 
sons, some members of 
every lodge shall be de- 
puted to visit other 
lodges, as often as shall 
be thought convenient. 

. XII. The grand lodge 
consists of, and is form- 
ed by, die masters and 
wardens of all the par- 
ticular lodges upon re- 
cord, with the grand 
toaster at their head, the 
deputy on his left hand, 
and the grand wardens 
in their places. 

These must have their 
quarterly communicati- 
ons, or monthly meet- 
ings and adjournments, 
as often as occasion re- 
quires, in some con- 
venient place, as the 
grand master shall ap- 
point, where none shall 
be present but its own 
proper members, with- 


New Regulations 
gular lodge of real free 
and accepted masons, 
which is much owing to, 
visiting brethren, who 
compare the usages*. 

' , V rr 17 


XII. There must be 
no less than the masters 
and wardens of five re-, 
gular lodges, tdgether 
with one or all of the 
grand officers at their 
head, to form a grand 
lodge. 

No new lodge is own-" 
ed, nor their officers ad- 
mitted into the grand 
lodge, unless it be re-< 
gularly constituted and 
registered. 

All who have been or 
shall be grand masters, 
shall be members of and 
vote in all grand lodges* 

All who have been or 
shall be deputy grand 
masters, shall be mem- 


* It is a truth beyond contradiction, that the free 
and accepted masons in Ireland, Scotland and the 
ancient masons in England, have one and the same • 
customs, usages, and ceremonies : but this is not 
the case with the modem masons in England, who 
differ materially not only from the above, but 
fro m-most masons under Heaven*. 
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out leave asked and 
given ; and while such 
a stranger, though a 
brother stays, he is not 
allowed to vote, nor even 
to speak to any question, 
without leave of the 
grand lodge, or unless 
he is desired to give his 
opinion* 

All matters in the 
grand lodge are deter- 
mined by a majority of 
votes, each member hav- 
ing one vote, and the 
grand master two votes, 
unless the grand lodge 
leave any particular thing 
to the determination of 
the grand master, for 
the sake of expedition. 

XIIL At the grand 
lodge meeting, all mat- 
ters that concern the fra- 
ternity in general or par- 
ticular lodges, or single 
brothers, are sedately 
and maturely to be dis- 
coursed of. 

i. Apprentices must 
be admitted fellow crafts 
and masters only here. 


New Regulations • 
bers of and vote in aH. 
grand lodges*. 

All who have been or 
shall be grand wardens, 
shall be members of and 
vote in all grand lodges. 

Masters or wardens of 
particular lodges, shall 
never attend the grand 
lodge without their jew- 
els, except upon giving 
good and sufficient rea- 
sons. 

If any officer of a par- 
ticular lodge cannot at- 
tend, he may send a bro- 
ther of his lodge, that 
has been in that or a 
higher office before, with 
his jewel and cloathing, 
to supply his room and 
support the honour of his 
lodge. 

XIII. What business 
cannot be transacted at 
one lodge, may be refer- 
red to the committee of 
charity, and by them re- 
ported to the next grand 
lodge* 

The master of a lodge 
with his wardens and a 
competent number of the 
lodge assembled in due 


* Past masters of warranted lodges on record, 
are allowed this privilege, whilst they continue to 
be members of any regular lodge. 

Digitized by Google 



cite 


Old Relation*. 2^ &egrfdiion$. 

^Unless by a dispensation tSteiyfeiis make masters 
frtHft the grand master** fellows atdiperttiom 
J • sL'Here afeo all differ- f ' 1$ was agneed in the 
etictfsthat eanfcotitemade gratid ledge, that no pe- 
up* te accommodate# ^itesorappeals sballbe 
privately, norhy apartfe- heard^n the annual grand 
ular lodge, are to be seri- lodge or feast day ; nof 
ously considered and de- shall any business be 
cided ; and if any bro- transacted' tha^ tends to 
ther thinks himself ag- interrupt the harmony of 
grieved by the decision, the assemblyybutafl shall 
he may appeal to the bocreferred to the next 
grand lodge next ensu- <gt#nd lodge, or stewards 
ing, and leave his appeal lodge* * 

in writing with the grand 
master, the deputy or ^ > ; ^ i5 

grand wardens, t ~7‘ \ x ^ f'j :j > 

* This is a very ancient* regulation, 1 fetft seldom 
put in practice ; new masons being'gerifctaUy made 
at private lodges ; however Ithe right worshipful 
grand master has ftill power and authority t6 thskee, 
or cause to be made in his Wjorship*s p$eg£ft6e, *frce 
and accepted masons at %rght % and such making 
is good* But they cannot feeMittafcie out of kis wor- 
ship’s presence, without a -written dispensation fbr 
that purpose. Nor can his' ^w^^ip^ohlig^atty war- 
ranted lodge to receive tht**feeh$bfc8f 60in8&e^ & the 
members should declare agjMms#4tf$x¥ Ufr ttidtk f* but, 
in such case, the right worshlpful graild master may 
grant them a warrant and(forfntkein into a new 
lodge. • / ^ 

, t . r ‘.y*L ' ■ i. 'i S' 

t TM$ W^S lbe-€Hstohi ttVtiatte^^f ^lck'r buf>&ver 
since the institution of the (nffice^ffrancPs^^tretary, 
all writings in the nature £|>p£$3f a*i& pelitior& 
are left with him. >1 * *- * 

' IL v * *-*’-■ ji lit rus 

K 
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- Hither sdso all the pflU 
ccrs of particular lodges 
shall bring a list of such 
members as have ; been 
made, or even admitted 
by them since the last 
grand lodge., 

4. There shall be 
books kept by the grand 
master or deputy^ or ra- 
ther by some other bwfr* 
ther appointed secretm^ 
of the grand lodge* 
wherein shall be record- 
ed all the lodges, with 
the usual times and pla- 
ces of their forming, and 
the names of all the 


New Regulations* 
These lists are brought 
to the grand lodge every 
quarter, viz* on the. first 
Wednesday in March* 
June, September* and 
JJfecember. ; r r r - 


' '* T ' i > "* ~ «' j f f k 


ipembers of each lodge ; ; . i 

also all the affairs of the , ; : ; . • : 

graftd k>dge that arepro-, , : ; c rr.‘-\ 

per to be -written. .; •, ^ ; j? ;rr- ' 

5. T ; he grand lodge . •.! , . 

shall consider oftfientost l j i c 

prud<S$t -and ^eetuaj. \ . .1 o- •; <i 

Of.collectjpg k" . • r:r.".= Trr- 

4.j^pa«Rg f r • t .or- . - j.q -,4; 

shattbs^oftg^iw^h'th^n.j . i ota-bol hoif.- -• f 
fficWigfr (A. •: U- of b e-‘. 

•Kfeef ftf ^jTi/Wftfr-avv y’-' ■ / ,wr. n i;e 

fcr^herfaUeRjnfijpfty^tybt ; u : . u : n •:.) • ■■■■■* 
and decay, but none else* 

6. But each particular Bee Regulations for 

-lodg<i <m^y ; <di$pose i of CharUy* p«g& vij*. f : 
^ijF.-i^n.Lfihjt^y Jbr -= ; ; 

poor brptfef^s fc i>ccording , 1L _ . 

to their own bye-laws, -ui •; i' - :e 

until it be agreedby 41 
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the lodges, in a new re- 
gulation,* to cany in the 
charity collected by them, 
to the grand lodge at 
their quarterly or annual > r, 

communication, in order 
to make a common stock ' » 

for the more handsome 
relief of poor brethren. 

7. They shall appoint 
a treasurer, a brother of 
worldly substance, who 
shall be a member of the 
grand lodge by virtue 
of his office, and shall be 
always present and have 
power to move to the 
grand lodge any thing 
that concerns his office. 

8. To him shall be 
committed all money rai- 
sed for the general char- 
ity, or for any other use 

of the grand lodge, which v ; 
he shall write down in a 
book, with the respective 
ends and uses for which 


the several sums are in- c : 

tended, and shall expend , 
or disburse the same by 
such a certain order sign- 
ed, as the grand lodge 
shall hereafter agree to . 
te a ne* relation* \ • ; ;v 

virtue -of his 

officeyas treasdrer^withn j ; - i* 

. r ' *.f; hi : *: v i . v , , ,t 

* See this explained in the rugulation for charity.’ 
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out any other qualifica- 
tion, he shall not vote in 
choosing a new grand 
master and grand war- 
dens, though in every 
other transaction. 

9* In like manner the 
secretary shall be a mem- 
ber of the grand lodge, 
by yirtue of his office, 
and shall vote in every 
thing, except in choo&ing 
grand officers. 

10. The treasurer and 
secretary may have each 
a clerk or assistant if 
they think fit, who must 
be a brother and a mas- 
ter mason, but must ne- 
ver be a member of the 
grand lodge, nor speak 
without being allowed or 
commanded. 

11. The grand master 
or deputy, have authori-* 
ty always to command 
the treasurer andsecreta- 
ry to attend him, with 
their clerks and books, 
in order to see how mat- 
ters go on, and to know 
what is expedient to be 
done upon an emergency. 

IS. Another brother 
and master mason should 
be appointed the tyler, 
to look after the door ; 


New Regulations* 




r u .. /' 


' /. ■ _ ii dii /. r r ;_v>1 

■ . ; bn;; .-buj 

’vir/ja <3ff: 

■ '/ < V*V r ^ ' 1 ; : V 

• ■ - > nirr/i ; n;:,\ 

bn*; :; f bo 

oj : . '] ' >" . ,-i^rf Ifcda 

Anotfaet* djrod^en and 
master mason it<>pp<&it- 
ed pUitsuhamt 
tioned at the inward door 

' ■ ■ j j1.\j ‘Jo3 * 
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but he mustf be no mem* 
ber of the grand lodge. > 
< IS* But these offices 
maybe farther explained 
byanew regulation} 
Wheti the necessity or ex- 
pediency of them may 
latere: appear than at pre- 
sent to the fraternity. 

XfW If4t any grand 
lodge, stated or occasion- 
al, itionthly or annual, 
the grand master and de- 
puty should both be ab- 
sent, then the present 
master of a lodge that 
has been longest a free 
mason, shall take the 
chairandpreside as-grand 
master, pro tempore, and 
•shall be vested with all 
the honour and power 
T fbr the time being, pro- 
vided there is no brother 
present that has been 
grand master or deputy 
^formerly for the last 
former -grand master or 
deputy incotnpauy, takes 
-place of right in the ab- 
sence of the grand master 
ocdejmty. i 


New Regulations. 
of the grand lodge ; his 
business is to report the 
names and tides of all 
that want admittance, and 
to go upon messuages, 
&c. but he is not a mem- 
ber of the grand lodge, 
nor allowed to speak 
without orders. 

XIV. In the first edi- 
tion the right of grand 
wardens was omitted in 
this regulation, and it has 
been since found that the 
old lodges never put into 
the chair the master of 
a particular lodge, but 
when there was no grand 
warden in company, pre- 
sent nor former ; and that 
in such a case, a grand 
officer always took place 
of any master of a lodge 
that has not been a grand 
officer. 

Therefore, in case of 
the absence of all grand 
masters and deputies, the 
present senior grand war- 
den fills, the chair, ; and 
. in his absence, the junior 
grand . warden $ and in 
his absence the oldest for- 
mer grand warden in w 
company ; and if no for- 
mer grand officer* be** 
found, then the oldest 
2 


Digitized by Google 



114 

Old Refuldtlons* ift tl> Heguhupfls. 

) free*maaon who is now 
the master of a lodge . f 
But to avoid disposes, 
the grand master usfu&Uy 
- gives a particular, com* 
mission, under his hand 
and seal of pffice coun- 
tersigned by the grand 
secretary, to the senior 
grand warden, or ta his 
absence to the junior, 
to act as a deputy grand 
master, when the deputy 
is not in town. < 

XV. In the grand XV. Soon after the 
lodge none can act as first edition of the book 
wardens but the present of constitutions, the 
grand wardens, if in grand lodge finding it 
company ; and if absent was always the ancient 
the grand master shall usage that the oldest for* 
order private wardens to mer grand wardens sup* 
act as grand wardens plied the places of those 
pro tempore , whose places of the year when absent, 
are to be supplied by two the grand-masters ever 
fellow-crafts, or master since has ordered th6m 
masons of the same to take place imme- 
lodge, called forth to act, diately, and act as grand 
or sent thither by the wardens, pro tempore , 
master thereof ; or if by which they always do in 
him omitted, the grand the absence of the grand* 
master, or he that pre- wardens for the year, 
sides, shall call them except when they hare 

f The pre-eminenee is generally given to the 
master of the senior lodge, without regard to the 
age of the masters. 
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forth to act ; so that the 
grand lodge may be al- 
ways jcompleat. 



\ ^ 

XVI. 1. The grand 
wardens, or any others, 
are first to advise with 
the deputy about the af- 
fairs of the lodges of 
private single brothers, 
and are nob only to ap- 
ply to the grand master 
without the knowledge 
of thedeputy, unless he 
refuse his concurrence. 

2. In which case, or 
in case of any difference 
pf sentiment between 
the deputy and grand- 
wardens, or other bro- 
thers, both parties are 
to go to the grand-mas- 
ter by consent ; who, by 
.virtue of his great au- 
thority . and power can 
easily decide the contro- 


Ntv* Regtckitiohs. 
waved their privilege 
for that time, to honour 
some ^brother, whom 
they thought more fit 
for the present service. 

But if no former 
grand-wardens are in 
company, the grand* 
master, or he that pre- 
sides, calls forth whom 
he pleases, to act grand- 
wardens, pro tempore .* 

XVI. 1. This was in- 
tended for the ease of 
the grand master, and 
for the honour of the 
deputy. 


/ 

2. No such case has 
happened in our time, 
and all grand masters 
govern more by love 
than power* 


* Preference is given to the master or past-mas- 
ter of the oldest lodge present. 

r 
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Old Regulations. 
trersy, and make up the 
difference* 

3. The grand master 
should not receive any 
private': intimations of 
business concerning ma- 
sons and masonry, but 
front his* deputy first, 
except in such cases as 
his worship can easily 
judge of : and if the 
application to the grand 
master be' irregular, his 
worship can order the 
grand-wardens, or any 
so applying, to wait upon 
the deputy, who is 
speedily to prepare the 
business, and lay it or- 
derly before his worship* 

XVII. No grand mas- 
ter, grand warden, trea- 
surer, or secretary, or 
whoever acts for them, 
or in their stead, pro 
tempore , can at the same 
time act as the master or 
warden of a. particular 
lodge ; but as soon as 
any of them has discharg- 
ed his public office, he re- 
turns to that post or sta- 
tion in his particular 
lodge, from which he 
was called to officiate. 

XVIII. l. If the de- 
puty be sick, or neces- 
sarily absent, the grand- 


r;io\ 

%A ' f 

3. No irregular upptfr 
cations have been made 
in our time, to the grande 
master*. 


XVII. Old grand offi- 
cers, are now some of 
them officers of parti- 
cular lodges, but are not 
deprived of their privi- 
lege in the grand lodge, 
*o sit and vote there at 
old grand officers ; only 
he deputes a past officer 
of his particular lodge 
to actors tempore , as the 
officer of that lodge, at 
the grand lodge. • 

XVIII. 1 The senior 
grand warden now, eve* 
supplies the deputy’s 
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Old Regulations.' 
master .can, chuse any 
brother he Iplefeses to act 
as his deputy,/**? tem- 
pore. J 

2. But he that is cho- 
sen deputy at the instal- 
lation, and also the 
grand wardens, cannot 
be discharged, unless the 
cause fairly appear to 
the grand lodge* 

3. For the grand-mas- 
tfer, if he is uneasy, may 
mil a grand lodge, on 
purpose to lay the cause 
before them, for their 
advice and concurrence.' 
; And if the members 
of the grand lodge can- 
not reconcile the grand* 
master with his deputy 
or wardens, they are to 
allow the grand master 
to discharge his deputy 
or wardens, and to 
choose another deputy 
i&raediately, and the 
same grand lodge, in 
that case, shall forth- 
with choose other grand 
wardens so that harmony 
and peace may be pre- 
* served. 


New 

place* ; the juni$friafcts 
as the stfnifafjti&e widest 
former grand warden* 
as the junior j also thb 
oldest mason > ft* ftboyef* 
2. This .;*w r never 
done mi owe timd. Sep 
new regulation !* 


- 3. Should this casfc 
ever happen, grand 
master appoints his d e* 
puty, and the£nmd 
lodge the other grand 
officers. 

But if the grandiodge 
want to get rad of t£e c& 
puty they must choose a 
new grand master, hr 
which means the deputy’s 
chair becomes vacant. 


* This is done by courtesy, the grand master 

only, having power to. appoint and discharge his 
deputy at pleasure. . 
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•Old Regulations* New Regulations % 

XfX.If the grand- XIX- .The free-ma-* 

master should abuse his ions firndy hope^ that 1 
great power/- and ren- there wm neyer be,bc- 
der himself unworthy of casion for such a new re- 
thc obedience and sub- gulation. 
mission ofthe lodge, Tie ' * * ' T . 

shall be treated in a way 
and manner to be agreed 
upon in a new regula- 
tion: because hitherto 
the ancient fraternity ... > ; : 
have had no occasion for 
i U *; ' 

i XX. The grand mas- XX. Or else he shall" 
ter, with his deputy, send his gi*and officer* 
grand-waidens, and sec- to . visit the lodges :i 
letary, shall at least once This old and laudable 
go round and visit all practice often rendehs its 
die lodges about town deputy necessary : when 
during his mastership* he visits them,, the s&» 

nior grand-warden acts 
\ ’ n — * as deputy, the junior as 

f the senior, as above 5 ori 

; / if both or any of them 

be absent, the deputy, or 
he that presides for him/ 
may appoint whom he. 
pleases in .their stead, 
fro tempore * 
For when both the 
grand masters are ab* 
sent, the senior or junior 
grand warden may pre« 
side as deputy in '.visit* 
ing the lodges or in the 
r.r constitution of a new 

h. j 1 ■ . ; 

* The brother appointed must be a master mason* 
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QU Regulations; New Regulations. 

, lodge ; neither o/which 
. . 1 n can be done without at 
•'j , u ' least one of the p resent 

y i -s:li « j *. . . grand officers; except 

, c ; in places , at too great a 
distance from the grand 
lodge, and in such case 
some faithful brother, 
who has paase^ xtlw 
chair, :&c. shafl have a 
proper deputation Under 
the grand lodge sea},* 
far; the constituting, of 
such new lodge on 
lodges, in distant or re-* 

, mote countries, where 

the grand officers cannot 
possibly attend. , 

. f ;XXI v If.cdiei- grand XXL Upon sueh a 
jaA&tcrdfcs during his vacancy, if no former 
nfettershipj' or by sick- grand master, nor for- 
ness^o*rby being beyond mer deputy be . found, 
seaV or any other way to the present senior grand 
be rendered, incapable; of garden jRUs the chair, or 
discharging his office ;* in bis absence the ju- 
thf deputy, or.in’his ab- uior, till a new grand 
jtenee* the senior grand master is chosen ; and if 
w'arrfert^otin his absence no present nor former 
thOjuniofl grand warden* grand warden be found, 
or in <;hi» absence any then the oldest free raa- 
three masters of lodges son who is now the mks- 
shall ^aksemble .at the ter of a lodge. Thik 
glfand lodge immediate- privilege is„ generally! 

. Thd grand master or his deputy may U6e their 
private. seals ; but if the order is made in their 
absence, the grandiodge seal must be affixed there- 
to. 1 -t ■ • ; r; ; * - . • . 


Digitized by Google 



(20 




■Old Rtgu&t font* 
lyyiti orderto- advise to- 
gether upon the emera 
gencyy^and to send two 
of their number to invite 
die tost grand master to 
fesume liis office, which 
now of coufpe reverts to 
trim ; ahd‘4if' he reftwes 
to >ac t* dteh thfc next 
tost, rind so backward* 
but it no former grand 
master be found, the pre- 
sent deputy shall acr ss 
principal till a new grand 
master is 

diere be no deputy, shell 
the oldest mason the prri* 
sent master of a lodge. : 

XXll. The brethren 
of all the regular lodge* 
m and near the city of 
London , shall nfcet in 
some convenient place 
on every St* John's. day t 
and when business is 
over; they may repair to- 
their festival dinners, as 
they shall think most 
convenient ; and whett 
St. John’s day happen 
to be on a Sunday, then 
the public meeting shall 
be on the next Monday.; 

The grand lodge must 
meet in some convenient 
place on St. John the 
evangelist’s day* in eve- 
ry year, in order to pro- 


JWui Regulations* 
given up to the master 
of the oldest lodge with- 
out regard to the age of 
the man, or the time he 
was made. 


< r 0 


XXII; ©r any breth- 
ren around the globe; 
who are true and faiths 
fot members of the an- 
cient craft, at the place,, 
appointed, till they have 
built a place of their 
own ; but^none but tht 
members of the grand 
lodge are admitted with* 
in the doors during rite 
elections of grand df- 
cers. 

N. £• It is the gene- 
ral custom to chuse the 
grand officers a conside- 
rable time before St. 
John’s day: viz. on die 
first Wednesday in De* 
cember or sooner. 
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Old Jtegutationsi New Mediations. 

claim the new, or recog- 
nize the old grand mas- 
ter, deputy and grand 
wardens. 

XXIII. If the present XXIII. Application 

grand master shall con- shall be made to the 
sent to continue a second grand master, by the 
year, then one of the deputy, or ’such brother 
grand lodge, deputed for whom the grand lodge 
that purpose, shall repre- 'shall appoint, incase of 
.sent to all the brethren, his failure, at least one 
his worship’s good go- month before St. John 
vemment, &c. and turn- the evangelist’s day, in 
ing to him, shall in the order to enquire whether 
name of the grand lodge, his worship will do thfe 
humbly request him to fraternity the great ho* 
do the fraternity the nour or kindness, of con- 
great honour, if nobly turning in his office a se- 
born, if not, the great condyear, o^of nomina- 
lindness, of continuing ting his successor ; and 
to be their grand master if his worship should at 
for the year eqsuing ; and that time happen to be 
his worship declaring his out of town, or the per- 
consent thereto, in man- son whom he shall think 
ner he thinks proper, the proper to succeed him;; 
grand secretary shall then the secretary shall 
Nthrice proclaim him write to either, or both, 
.aloud, . concerning the same, the 

Cran'd Master copies of which letters 
or shall be transcribed in 

Masons.* die transaction book of 

* The masons of old addressed their grand 
masters by the title, of right worshipful ; but the 
modern masons, by a refinement peculiar to them- 
selves, give the title of right worshipful to every 
master of a private lodge. And that of most wor- 
shipful hot only to their grand master, but even to 
the deputies of provincials. 

Tu 
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Old Regulations • New Regulation*. 

All the members of the the grand lodge, as alto 
grand lodge shall salute the answers received* 
him in due form, accord- 
ing to the ancient and 
^audable custom of free 
masons. 

XXIV. The present XXIV. This is th£ 
grand master shall nomi- general practice of grand 
nate his successor for lodges, for they seldom 
the year ensuing ; who, or never disapprove the 
if unanimously approved choice, 
of by the grand lodge, The present grand 
and there present, he master may order any 
shall be proclaimed, sa- brother, well skilled in 
luted and congratulated, the ceremony, to assist 
.the new grand master, him in installing the new 
as before hinted ; and grandmaster, 
immediately installed by 
the last grand master, 
according to an ancient . 
usage.* 

But if that nomination There has been no oc- 
is not unanimously ap- casion for this old regu- 
proved, the new grand lation in our time, the 
master shall be . chosen grand lodge, as before, 
immediately by ballot, having constantly approy- 
viz. every master and edof the grand master’s 
f warden writing his man’s choice ; and my reason 
name, and the last grand for inserting it /$, least 
master writing his man*s any broth er acquainted 
name too, and the man with the old constitutions , 

* This is a most noble and grand 
cannot be described in writing, nor 
any but master masons. 


ceremony, but 
ever known to 
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Old Reflations* 
whose name ' the last 
grand master shall first 
take out casually of by 
chance, shall be grand 
master of masons for the 
year ensuing : and if pre- 
sent, he shall be pro- 
claimed, saluted, and con- 
gratulated, as before hint- 
ed, and forthwith install- 
ed by the last grand mas- 
ter, according to usage. 

XXV. i. The last 
grand master thus con- 
tinued, or the new grand 
master thus installed, 
shall next, as his inher- 
ent right, nominate and 
appoint his deputy grand 
master, either the last or 
a new one, who shall also 
he proclaimed, saluted 
and cougratulated in due 
form. 

2. The new grand 
"master shall also nomi-r 
nate his new grand war- 
dens ; and, if unani- 
mously approved by the 
grand lodge, they shall 
' also be forthwith pro- 
claimed, saluted, and 
congratulated in due 
form. 


New Regulations, 
should think the omitting 
it a defection. 


XXV. 1. A deputy 
was always needful when 
the grand master was no- 
bly born, and this old re* 
gulation has been alwaya 
practised in our time. 


2. This old regulation 
has sometimes been found 
inconvenient, therefore 
the grand lodge reserve 
to themselves the elec- 
tion of grand wardens ; 
where any member hafc 
a right to nominate one, 
and the two persons who 
have the majority of 
votes, still preserving 
due harmony, are de* 
dared duly elected* 
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Old Regulation*. 
XXVI. That if the 
brother whom the pre- 
sent grand master shall 
nominate for his succes- 
sor, or whom the grand 
lodge shall choose by 
ballot, as above, be out 
of town, and has returned 
his answer, that he will 
accept of the office of 
grand master, he shall be 
proclaimed, as before in 
old regulation xxiii. and 
may be installed by 
proxy, which proxy most 
b$ the present or former 
grand master, who shall 
act in his name, and re- 
ceive the usual honours, 
homage and congratu- 
lations. 

XXVII. Every grand 
lodge has an inherent 
power and authority to 
make new regulations, 
or to alter these for the 
real benefit of the ancient 
fraternity, provided al- 
ways that the old land 
marks be carefully pre- 
served, ami that such 
yew regulations and al- 
terations be proposed and 
agreed to by the grand 
lodge, and that they be 
offensive to the perusal 
of all the brethren in 
writing, whose approba- 


New Regulation** 
XXVI. The proxy 
must be either die last or 
former grand master, or 
else a very reputable bro- 
ther. 

Nor is the new deputy, 
nor the grand wardens, 
allowed proxies when 
appointed. 


XXVII. AH the al* 
terations, or new regular 
tions above written, are 
only for amending or ex- 
plaining the old regular 
tions for the good of ma* 
j&onry, without breaking 
in upon the ancient rules 
of the fraternity, still pre- 
serving the old land 
marks, and were made 
at several times, as occa- 
sion offered, by the grand 
lodge, who have an in- 
herent power of amend- 
ing what may be thought 
inconvenient, and ample 
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Old Regulation. 
tion and consent, or the 
majority thereof, is ab- 
solutely necessary to 
make the same binding 
and obligatory ; which 
must therefore, after the 
ifew grand master is in- 
stalled, be solemnly de- 
sired and obtained from 
the grand lodge, as it 
was for these old regula- 
tions by a great number 
of brethren. 

End of the Ok 


New Regulation. 
authority of making new 
regulations for the good 
of free masonry, which 
has not been disputed ; 
for the members of the 
grand lodge are truly the 
representatives of all the 
fraternity, according to 
old regulation X. 


Regulations • 


Regulations for the Government of the 
Grand Lodge, during the time of pub- 
lic business. 

XVIII. 1. That no brothers be admitted into 
the grand lodget, but the immediate members 
thereof, trcz. the four present and all former grand 
officers, the treasurer and secretary, the masters, 
wardens, and past masters, of all regular lodges, 
except a brother who is a petitioner, or a witness 
in some case, or one called in by motion. . 

2. That at the third stroke of the grand mas- 
ter’s gavel, there shall be a general silence ; and 
that he who breaks silence, without leave from 
the chair^ shall be publicly reprimanded. 

3. That under the same penalty every brother 
shall keep his seat, and keep strict silence when- 
ever the grand master or deputy shall think fit to 
rise from the chair, and call to order. 

. 4.. That in the grand lodge every member shall 
keep in his seat, (according to the number of his 
L2j 
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lodge) and not move about from place to place 
during the communication, except the grand war* 
dens, as having more immediately the care of the 
grand lodge. x 

5. That no brother is to speak but Once to the 
same affair, unless tp explain himself, or when 
called upon by the chair to speak. 

6. Every one that speaks shall rise, and keep 
standing, addressing himself in a proper manner to 
the chair ; nor shall any , presume to interrupt him, 
under the aforesaid penalty ; unless the grand 
master find him wandering from the point in hand, 
shall think fit to reduce him to order ; for then the 
said speaker shall sit down : but after he has been 
set right, he may again proceed if he pleases. 

7. If in the grand lodge any member is twice 
called to order at any one assembly, for trans- 
gressing these rules, and is guilty of a third of- 
fence of the same nature, the chair shall peremp- 
torily order him to quit the lodge-room for that 
night. 

8. That whoever shall be so rude as to hiss at 
any brother, or at what another says or has said,, 
he shall be forthwith solemnly excluded the com* 
municatipn, and declared incapable of ever being 
a member of any grand lodge for the future, till 
another time he publicly owns his fault, and his. 
grace be granted. 

9. No motion for a new regulation, or for the 
continuance or alteration of an old one, shall be 
made ’till it be first handed up in writing to the 
chair ; and, after it has been perused by the grand 
master, at least about, ten minutes, the thing may 
be moved publicly and then it shall be audibly read 
by the secretary; and if he be seconded and 
thirded, it must immediately be committed to the 
consideration of the whole assembly, that their 
sense maybe fully heard about it ; after whickthc 
question shall be put, /rtf and con*. 
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10. The opinion, or votes of the members are 
to be signified by holding up of hands ; that is one 
hand each member; which uplifted hands the 

E nd wardens are to count, unless the number of 
ds be so equal as to render the counting them 
useless. 

Nor should any other hind of division ever be 
admitted among free-masons. 

In order to preserve harmony, it was thought 
necessary to use counters and a balloting bon 
when occasion requires. 

End of the New Regulations. 

My son^ forget not my law ; but let thine heart 
keep my commandments ; and remove not the ancient 
landmark which thy fathers have set * ^ 

Soufcios* 

End of the regulations. 

THE 

REGULATIONS FOR CHARITY. 

I. 

THIS committee shall be and consist of alt 
present and former grand officers, secretary, and 
treasurer, with the masters of ten regular lodges, 
who shall be summoned, and obliged to attend in 
their turns : that is to say, five from the oldest 
lodges, and five from the youngest, shall be sum- 
moned to meet upon the third Wednesday in 
every Kalender month, to hear all petitions, &c. 
and to order such relief to be given to distressed 
petitioners, as their necessity may appear, and 
prudence nra9 direct- 

II. That all collections, contributions, and other 
charitable sum or sums of money, of what nature 
or kind soever, that shall at any time be brought 
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into the grand lodge, shall be deposited in the 
hands of the treasurer or such other persons as 
the grand lodge shall appoint, who is not to dis- 
burse or expend the same, or any part thereof, on 
any account whatsoever, without an order from 
the said committee, which order shall be signed 
by the presiding officer, and countersigned by the 
secretary* • 

III. That neither the grand officefrs, secretary, 
br any bther person whatever, shall give or sign 
any order on the treasurer, for any sum or sums 
of money, until the 6ame be first approved of by 
the majority of the committecr or stewards, then 
present, and entered in their transaction-book, to- 
gether with the name or names of the person or 
person to whom the same is given. 

‘ IV.That.no anonymous letter, petition or re- 
commendation by or from any person, or on any 
account or pretence whatsoever, be introduced 
or read in this committee. 

V. That registered masons only, who have con- 
tributed not less than twejve months, and a mem- 
ber of a warranted lodge during that time, shall be 
considered and relieved,' &c. And sojourners, or 
travelling masons, shall be relieved if certified by 
private contribution, or out of the fund, as the 
majority shall think proper. 

VI. That all petitions or recommendations shall 
be signed by the master and wardens of the peti- 
tioner’s lodge, who shall (if in town) attend the 
steward’s lodge or committee, and assert the truth 
of the petitioners. The petitioners shall also attend, 
if in or adjacent to London, except in cases of sick- 
ness, lameness, or imprisonment ; and prove to the 
satisfaction of the stewards, that he or they have 
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keen formerly in reputable, or at leasjt in tolerable 
circumstances. 

VII. That any other brother may send in a pe- 

tition or recommendation, but none shall be admit- 
ted to sit or hear the debates, but the grand officers,; 
secretary and treasurer, with the ten masters sum-v 
moned for that purpose. ^ 

VIII. That it shall be the inherent power of thisr 
committee, or steward’s lodge, to dispose of tho 
fund laid in for charity, to charitable uses, and no 
other, and that, only to such persons who shall ap* 
pear by their petitions aforesaid, to be deserving 
and in real want of charitable and brotherly assist- 
anqe, and that either by weekly suppqrt, or as they 
$ha U judra mostprudent and necessary. 

IX. That np extraneous brother that is not mad* - - 
in a regular lodge, but made in a clandestine 

ner, without the grand master’s warrant, or only 
with a view to partake of this charity, nor any as- 
sisting at such irregular makings, shall be qualified 
to receive any assistance therefrom, accordingto 
the sixth regulation for charity. 

X. That this committee shall have full power 
and authority to hear and adjust all matters, con- 
cerning free masons or free masonry, that shall be 
laid before them, except making new regulations, 
which power is wholly invested in the grand lodge, 
and their determinations shall be final, except when, 
an appeal shall be made to the quarterly grand 
lodge. 

XI. That for the speedy relief of distressed pe- 
titioners, any three of the masters, summoned for 
that purpose, with or without the grand officers, 
the secretary and books always present, shall be a 
quorum, and may proceed to business as prudence 
and brotherly love shall direct them. 

XII. That all the transactions of this stew- 
ard’s lodge or committee of charity, shall be read 
audibly, by the grand secretary, before all the 
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members of the grand lodge, upon the first Wed- 
nesdays in March, June, September and Decem- 
ber, yearly. 

' XIII. This committee being invested with 
full power to hear complaints of a masonical na- 
ture, as appears by regulation X. and to punish de- 
linquents according to the laws of the craft ; for 
that reason they shall most religiously adhere to 
the old Hebrew regulation, viz. If a ^complaint be 
made against a brother by another brother, and he 
be found guilty, he shall stand to the determina- 
tion of this or the grand lodge : but if a complaint 
be made against a brother, wherein the accuser 
Cannot support his complaint to conviction, such 
accuser shall forfeit such penalty as the person so 
accused might have forfeited had he been really 
convicted on such complaint. 
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A 

COLLECTION 

OF 

Masonic Songs , &c. 


In the old book of constitutions, the Master’s song was of too 
great a length to be sung at one time, therefore the breth* 
ren never sing more than thefollowing verse and chorus. 


I. The Grand Master's Song. 

Thus nlighty Eastern kings, and some 
Of AbratrCs race, and monarchs good 
Of Egypt , Syria , Greece and Rome, 

True Architecture understood ; 

No wonder, then if masons join, 

To celebrate those mason kings ; 

With solemn note and flowing wine, . .. 

Whilst ev’ry brother jointly sings. 

chorus. ‘ 

Who can unfold the Roysl Art, 

Or shew its secrets in a song ; 

They’re safely kept in mason’s heart* 

And to the ancient lodge belong. 

II. The Deputy Grand Master’s Song. 

N. B. The two lastlines of each verse is the chorut. 

I. 

Oh, on, my dear brethren, pursue your great lecture. 
And refine On the rules of old architecture; 

High honour to Masons the craft daily brings, 

To those brothers of princes and fellows of kings. 

M 
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II. 

We’ve drove the rude Vandals and Goths oft the stage. 
Reviving the arts of Augustus, fam’d age; „* 

Vespasian destroy’d the vast temple in vain, 

Since to many now rise in great George's mild reign. 

m. 

Of Wren and of Angelo , mark the great names. 

Immortal they live as the Tiber ana Thames ; 

To Heav’n and themselves, they’ve such njonuments rais’d. 
Recorded like saints and Rk0&aints they are prais’d. 

IV. . 

The five noble orders composed wjtlrspch art* 

“Will amaaelhejx’d eye and’ engage the whole heart ; 
Proportion’s dumb harmony gracing the whole. 

Gives our work, like the gionpus creation, a soul. 

, . V. , - . 

: Then master and brethren preserve your great name, 

• This lodge so majestic will purchase you fame ; 

Rever’d it shall stand till all nature expire, 

And its glories ne’er fade, till the world is on fire. 

VI. 

See, see, behold here what rewards all our toil, ? * . 
Enlivens our genius and bids labour smile ; 

To our noble grand master let a bumper be crown’d, . > - 
To all Masons a bumper, so let it go round. 

VII. 

Again, my lov’d brethren, again let it pass. 

Our ancient firm union cements with the glass ; 

And all the contentions ’mongst Masons shaH be. 

Who better can work or who best can agree, 

To the Right Worshipful the Grand Master . 

III. Grand Warden's Song. 

I. 

Let masonry be now my. theme, 

. Throughout the globe to spread its fame, - 
f And eternize each worthy brother’s name ; 

Yoijr praise shall to the skies resound, ° 

In lasting happiness abound, 

And with sweet union all your noble deeds be crown’d. 

I Repeat this last Une.\ 
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CHORUS. 

Sing then my muse to Mason’s glory. 

Your names are so rever’d in story 

That all th’ admiring world jdo now adore ye. 

II. 

Let harmony divine inspire 

Your souls with love ana gen’rous fire. 

To copy well wise Solomon your sire ; 

Knowledge sublime shall fill each heart. 

The rules of g’ometry to impart. 

While wisdom, strength, and beauty, crown the royal art. 
Gho. Sing then ray muse, fyc. 

III. 

Let ancient Masons healths go round. 

In swelling cups all cares be drown’d, 

And hearts united ’mongst the craft be found; 

May everlasting scenes of joy, 

Our peaceful hours of bliss employ. 

Which time’s all conqu’ring hand shall ne’er destroy. 
Cho. Sing then my muse, fyc. 

IV. 

My brethren thus all cares resign* 

Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine. 

And veneration show to Solomon? s shrine ; 

Our annual tribute thus we’ll pay. 

That late posterity shall say, 

W e’ve crown’d with joy this happy, happy day. 

Cho. Sing then my muse, fyc. 

To all the Noble Lords, and Rigid Worshipful Brethren , 
that have been Grand-Masters. 


VI. The Seeretanfs Song 

I. 

Ye brethren of the ancient craft. 

Ye fav’rite sons of fame ; 

Let bumpers cheerfully be quaff’d. 

To each good Mason’s name ; 
Happy, long happy may he be. 

Who loves and honours Masonry. 

With afcif l&f l&) Id) &c. 
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n. 

In vain would UAmers with his wit,* 

Our slow resentment raise ; . 

What he and all mankind have writ, 

But celebrates our praise : 

His wit this only truth imparts. 

That Masons have firm faithful hearts. 

in. 

Ye British fair, for beauty fam’d. 

Your slaves we wish to be s 

Let none for charms like yours be nam’d. 

That loves not Masonry ; 

This maxim D' Anvers proves full well. 

That Masons never kiss and tell. 

1Y. 

Free- Masons ! no offences give. 

Let fame your worth declare ; 

Within your compass wisely live. 

And act upon the square ; 

» peace and friendship e’er abound, 
every Mason's health go touud. 


V. The Treasurer's Sang . 
fTune Near some cool Shade.] 

I. 

Grant me kind Heav’n what I request, 
in Masonry let me be biest; 

* That those who hanged captain Porteous, at Edinburgh, 
were all Free-masons, because they kept their own secrets. 
Bee the Craftsman of the lbth of April, Numb. 563. The 
affair was. thus, captain Porteous having committed murder, 
was tried, convicted, and ordered for execution at Edinburgh ; 
but his friends at court prevailed on the Queen to reprieve 
him ; this gave umbrage to the people, who assembled in the 
night, broke into, and took him out of the prison, from tbcuce 
io the place of execution, ordered him to kneel down, which 
was also done by the Whole company, who joined him in 
pray ere for a considerable time, and then all of them laid bold 
on the rope, and bawled him up, as they do on board a man 
of war. It is remarkable that they all wore white leather 
aprons, which, by the by, is a certain proof that they were 
not Free-masons. 
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Direct me to that happy place. 

Where friendship smiles iivevery race ; 

Where freedom and sweet innocence. 

Enlarge the mind and cheers the sense. 

II. 

Where scepter’d reason from her throne. 

Surveys the lodge and makes us one ; 

And harmony’s delightful sway. 

For ever shed’s ambrosial day ; 

Where we blest Eden 9 s pleasures taste. 

While balmy joys are our repast. 

HI. 

Our lodge the social virtues grace. 

And wisdom’s rules we fondly trace ; 

Whole nature open to our view. 

Points out the paths we should pursue ; 

Let us subsist m lasting peace. 

And may our happiness increase. 

IV. 

No prying eye can view us here, * 

No fool or knave disturb our cheer ; 

Our well-form’d laws set mankind free. 

And give relief to misery ; 

The poor, oppress’d with woe and grief. 

Gain, from our bounteous hands, relief. 

To all well disposed charitable Masons. 


In the old book this Song was thought too long, therefore the 
following last verse and chorus is thought sufficient. 

VI. The Warden's Song. 

From henceforth ever sing. 

The craftsman and the lung. 

With poetry and music sweet. 

Resound their harmony compleat ; 

And with geometry in skilful hand. 

Due homage pay. 

Without delay. 

To the king and to our master grand ; 

He rules the free-born sons of art, 

By love and friendship, hand and heart* 

CHORUS. 

Who can rehearse the praise. 

In soft poetic lays ; 

** .... 
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Or solid prose of mason’s true, . 

Whose art transcends the com mop view ; 

Their secrets ne’er to strangers yet expos’d. 

Reserv’d jdiaU be. 

By Mason’s free. 

And only to the ancient lodge disclos’d ; 

Because they’re kept in maspn’s heart. 

By brethren of the royal art. 

To all the kings, princes , and potentates, that ever propagated 
the royal excellent Art . ~ 

VII. The FeUotv-Craffs Song. 

I. 

Hail masonry ! thou craft divipe ! 

Glory of earth, from heav’n reveal’d ! 

Which doth with jewels precious shine. 

From all, but masons eyes conceal’d. 

Char. Thy praises due who can rehearse. 

In nervous prose or flowing verse. 

II. 

As men from brutes distinguish’d are, 

A mason other men excels ; 

For what’s in knowledge choice and rare. 

Within his breast securely dwells. 

Chor. His silent breast and faithful heart. 

Preserve the secrets of the art, 

HI. 

From scorching heat and piercing cold. 

From beasts whose roar the forest rends; 

From tl)e assaults of warriors bold. 

The mason’s art mankind defends. 

Chor . Be to this art due honour paid. 

From which mankind receive such aid. 

IV. 

Ensigns of state that feed pur pride. 

Distinctions troublesome and vain ; 

By masons true are laid aside. 

Art’s free-borp sons such toys disdain. . 

Chor . Innobl’d by the name they bear. 

Distinguish’d by the badge they wear. 

V. 

Sweet fellowship from envy free, 

Friendly converse of brotherhood ; 
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The lodge’s lasting cement be. 
Which has for ages firmly stood. 

Ckor. A lodge thus built, for ages past 
Has lasted, and shall ever last. 


VL 

Then in our songs be justice done. 
To those who have enrich’d the art ; 
From Adam down until this time. 
And let each brother bear a part. 


Chor. Let noble masons healths go round. 

Their Praise in lofty lodge resound. 

To the Bight Worshipful Grand Masters , Atholl,Dulce, Dum- 
freys, and Dalhousie. 


VIII. The Enter'd ’Prentices Song. * 

I. 

Come let us prepare. 

We brothers that are. 

Assembled on merry ^occasion ; 

Let’s drink, laugh and sing. 

Our wine has a spring. 

Here’s a health to an accepted mason. 

II. 

The world is in pain. 

Our secrets to gain. 

And still let .them wonder and gaze on; 

"Till they’re brought to the light. 

They’ll ne’er know the right 
Word or sign of an<accppted mason. 

III. 

*Tis this and ’tis that, 

They cannot tell what. 

Why so many great men of the nation. 

Should aprons put on. 

To make themselves one. 

With a free and an accepted mason. 

IV. 

Great Jrings, dukes, and lords. 

Have laid by their swords, 

Our myst’r v tQ put a good grace on 

Ana thought themselves fam’d. 
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To bear themselves nam’d. 

With a free and an accepted mason* 

- V. 

Antiquity** pride. 

We have on our side. 

Which maketh men just in their station ; 

There’s nought but what’s good. 

To be understood. 

By a free and an accepted mason. 

VI. 

We’re true and sincere. 

And just to the fair. 

They’ll trust us on any occasion ; 

No mortal can more. 

The ladies adore. 

Than a free and an accepted mason* 

VII. 

Then join hand in hand. 

By each brother firm stand. 

Let’s be merry and put a bright face on : 

What mortal can boast, 

So noble a toast. 

As a free and an accepted mason. 

[Thrice repeated in due form.} 
To all the fraternity round the Globe . 

^ 

IX. JSeng. The same tune as the IV. 

I. 

Onyou who masonry despise. 

This counsel I bestow ; 

Don’t ridicule, if you are wise, 

A Secret you don’t know : 

Yourselves you banter, but not it: 

You shew your Spleen, but not your wit. 

With a fa, la, la, &c. 

II. 

Inspiring virtue by our rules. 

And in ourselves Secure : 

We have compassion for those fools ^ 

.Who think our acts impure: . f 

We know from Ignorance proceeds* ' V.' 

Such mean Opinion of our deeds \ 

With a fa, la, la, & c* 
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hi. 

If union and sincerity. 

Have a Pretence to please ; 

We brothers of free- masonry. 

Lay justly<claim to these : 

To State disputes we ne’er give birth. 

Our motto friendship is, and mirth ; 

With a fa] la , la, &c. 

IV. 

Some of our rules I will impart. 

But must conceal the rest ; 

Thev’re safely lodged in masons hearts. 
Within each honest hiteast : * 

We loye our country mud our king; 

We toast the ladies, laugh and. sing; 

With a fa, la, la, &c. 

To the worshipful grand wardens. 

X. SONG. 

I. 

By mason’s art th’ aspiring domes. 

In stately columns shalj’ arise; 

All climsftQS ale their native homes, 

Their well-iudg’d actions reach the skies ; 
Heroes and kings revere their name 
While poets sing their lasting fame, . . . 

ii. 

Great* noble, gen’rdus, good and brafre, 
Are f titles they most justly claim ; 

Their deeds shall live beyond the grave. 
Which those unborn shall loud proclaim ; 
Time shall their glorious acts enroll. 

While love and friendship charm the soul. 

To the perpetual honour of frec-nmom* 


XI. SONG. 

I. 

Afrt at Wheeler's lodge one night. 
Kept Bacchus company ; 

R>r Bacchus is a mason bright. 
And of all lodges free. 

II. 

Said I, great Bacchus is a dry. 
Pray give the god some wine 
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Jose in a fury did reply, # 

October’s as divine. 

UI. 

It makes us mason’s more compleat. 

Adds to our fancy wings : 

Makes us as happy and as great. 

As mighty lords and kings. 

To the masters and wardens of all regular lodges, 

XII. SONG. 

I. 

Some folks have with curious impertinence strove^ 

From free-mhsons bosoms their secrets to move. 

I’ll tell them in vain their endeavoure must prove. 
Which nobody can deny, Sc c. 

II. 

Of that happy secret, when we are possess’d. 

Our tongues can’t explain what is lodged in our breasts. 
For the blessings so great, it can ne’er be express’d. 
Which nobody can deny, See. 

III. 

• By friendship’s strict ties we brothers are join’d. 

With mirth in each heart and content in each mind, 
Amd this k a difficult secret to find. 

Which nobody can deny. &c. 

IV. 

But you, who would fain our grand secret expose. 

One thing best conceal'd to the world you disclose. 
Much folly in blaming what none of you knows. 

Which nobody can deny, See. 

V. 

Truth, charity, justice, our principles are. 

What' one doth possess the other may share. 

All these in the world are secrets most rare, 

•Which nobody can deny, &c. 

VI. 

While then we are met the world’s wonder and boast, * 
And all do enjoy what pleases each most. 

I’ll give you tnebest ind most glorious toast. 

Which nobody can deny, &c. 

' VII. 

Here's a health to the gen’rous, brave and the good. 

To all those who think and who act as they should. 
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In all this the freemason’s hqaWs understood 
Which nobody can defiy, &c. 

To aH true and, faithful brethren, N 


XIII. SONG. 

ifene. O Polly yon might have toy’d and kiss’d. 
I. 

You people who laugh at masons draw near. 

Give ear to my song without any sneer ; 

And if you’ll have patience you soon shall* see. 

What a noble art is masonry. > 

IT. 

There’s none but an Atheist can ever deny. 

But that this great art came first from on high ; 

The almighty God here I’ll prove for to be. 

The first great master of masonry. 

• III. 

He took up his compass with masterly hand. 

He stretch’d out his rule and he measur’d the land ; 
He laid the foundations o’ th’ earth and the sea, 

By his known rules of masonry. 

^ *y. 

Our first father Adam , deny it who can, 

A mason was made as soon as a man ; 

And a fig-leaf apron at first wore he. 

In token of his love to masonry. 

V. 

The principal law our lodge does approve. 

Is that we should live inljrotherly-love ; 

Thus Cain was banish’d by hear ns decree. 

For breaking the rules of masonry. 

VI. 

The temple that wise ki ng Solomon rais’d. 

For beauty, for order, for elegance prais’d ; * 

To what did it owe its elegancy ? 

To the just form’d rules of masonry. 

« 4 vn. 

But shouM I pretend it) this humble verse. 

The merits of free-masons arts to rehearse; 

Years yet to come too little would be, 

To sing all the praises of masonry. 
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Then hoping Pve not detain’d yqu too Iopg t T 
I here shaft take leave to finish my song ; **' ° 1 
Health to the master and those that are free. 

That live to the rules of masonry. 

ToaUthefree^rn8<mofthewKi£TUan41moipakbAixAVT 


XIV.,, S,ONO. ; ; < ' 

I. • 

We have no idle prating* 

Of either whig or tojy-^ : * - 

But each agrees. 

To live at e^se, • 

And sing or tell a story. 

CWOR^S. 

Fill to hint, 

To the brim, 

Let jt round the table roll ; 

, The divine. 

Tells you wine, 

Cheers the body and the soul. 

II, 

We’re always men of pleasure, * ~ 
Despising pride and party ; 

White knaves and fools. 
Prescribe us rules, 

We are sincere and hearty. 

Cho. Filltohim* &c.- 

m. 

If ap-aqcepted mason. 

Should talk of high or low church ; 
We’ll set him <jown, 

A . shallow clown. 

And understand him no church. 

Cho. Fill to him, &c. 

IV. 

The world is all in darkness, 

A bout, us they conjecture j 
: But little think, 

A song and drink, 

Succeeds the mason’s lecture* 

Cho. Fill to him, &c. 
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v. ; 

Then landlord bring a hogshead. 

And in a corner place it ; 

Till it rebound. 

With hollow sound. 

Each mason here will face it. 

Cho. Fill to him, &c. 

To the memory of him who first planted a vine . 


XV. SONG. 

[Tune, Young Damon once the happy swain. 1 ] 

I. 

A mason’s daughter fair and young. 

The pride of all the virgin throng. 

Thus to her lover said ; 

Tho’ Damon I your flame approve. 

Your actions praise, your person love. 

Yet still I’ll live a maid. 

II. 

None shall untie my virgin zone. 

But one to whom the secret’s known. 

Of fam’d free-masonry ; 

In which the great and good combine. 

To raise with generous design, 

Man to felicity. 

* III. 

The lodge excludes the fop and fool ; 

The plodding knave and party-tool. 

That liberty wou’d sell ; 

The noble, faithful, and the brave, 

No golden charms can e’er deceive, 
in slavery to dwell. 

IV. 

This said, he bow’d and went away, 
Apply’d was made without delay. 

Return’d to her again ; 

The fair-one granted his request, 

^Connubial joys their days have blesf. 

And may they e’er remain. 

To masons and to masons bairns , 

And women with both wit and charms , 

That love to lie in masons arms . 
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, xyi. Song. 

^ ■ !• } f ; i ■ , , i i A. 

A health to our sisters let us drink ; 

For why shotAdyot they, h r 
Be remember’d, Jt pray, ■* r ; » • 
When of us they so oftep dp think. 

When of us they so one h do think. 

• > •••■* it? ■ ■ 

Tls they give the chiefort-delight ; 

Tho’ wine cheery tjie mind. 

And masonry's kind, ' 

These keep us jn teawport all night, -y{ o r ^ 
These keep us in transport all night. 

To all (Af fe^ Jrkndrtf Fh&maom* 


XVII. SONG. 

ITune, The merry , ton'd hero]. 

IT 

Sing to the honour of those. 

Who baseness and error oppose ; A 
Who from sages and magi of old. 

Have got secrets which none can unfold ; u\ j 
Whilst thro* life’s swift career, > 

With mirth and good cheer, 

We’re revelling. 

And levelling 
The monarch, till he 
Says our joys far ascend 
What on thrones do attend, 

And thinks it a glory, like us, to be free. ,, 

’ 11 

The wisest of kings pav’^ the way. 

And his precepts we keep to this day ; 

The most glorious of temples gave name 
To freemasons, who still keep the same $ 
Tho’ no prince did arise, 

So great and so wise ; 

Yet in falling, ^ 

^ Our calling 

Still bore high applause^ 
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ThefeeaWthe'snn* 1 '' < uy> > • 4 

We, diamond-tike, 


/ 


XVlirHJONG. 

.o,; $ x;x: 

Hail secret art } by bjeav’n design’d, n 
To ciUtlvattTindfcheer the mind ; ' w ‘ J 
Thy secrets are to all unknown, 

But masons just gg^£fUj9'^|pae« ; r :l r> 0 ) 

But masons jus^ gni,tnie *loae* . > 

i v . : ;-""(CkoibWv ; - 

Then let us all their praises’ sing. 

Fellows to peasf^Vjmilgc, orktng. 

Fellows to pea&ii£ prince: or king. 

From west to east btfr ^ray, y 

To meet the bright approaching day ; 

That we towoif may go in time, * “ 

And up the sacred ladder clime. 

And up the, &c. f * . J , : , ' l > 

r .V;;.- ' * J-w ,1 stu\ ,v - ~ i 

Cho. Tnen let us, &c.‘, 

•’v; 1 iJJjr . id// 'T 

Brightraysof t glory didriusptff/,.: I al ^ 

Our \rtocw&;(ffm7&4*‘n { ; -i 

S till sacred history k ^eftps J ; . / 

Who did the glonou^timpleifiWWI». ^ » t 

l\i;r • .• •;! - :. »A 


ihi-i 


Cfto. Then let us, &.c; r 

/- jyjfn or :>! i , j ■/! 

The noble atf di vi n£ly tear? 3 J ' ‘ ' v r ! ' 

UprifcWWTmq^ lA 

Encompass’d 1 !^ the bbwe^iliVih^* ; ° . 

Shall standdmfflthe'end dftitne; 1 u<1, 

- Shall • ( ‘ u * 11 1; ' ' ~ ,i: ^ hah 


*> - 

No human eye thy beauties see, 

BA masons truly just and free ; 
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Inspir’d by each heav’nly spark, 

Whilst Cowans labour in the dark. 

Cho. Then let us all, &c. 

To the memory of the Tyrian Artist, &c. 


XIX. SONG. 

[To the tune of the Enter’d ’Prentice.] 

I. 

Come are you prepar’d. 

Your scaffolds well rear’d. 

Bring mortar, and temper it purely ; 

’Tis all safe I hope. 

Well brac’d with each rope. 

Your ledgers and put locks securely. 

II. 

Then next your bricks briug f 
It is time to begin. 

For the sun with its rays is adorning ; 

The day’s fair and clear, 

No rain you need fear, 

Tis a charming, lovely, fine morning. 

III. 

Pray where are y our tools, 

Your line and plumb rules, 

Each man to his work let him stand, boys, 

W ork solid and sure. 

Upright and secure. 

And your building be sure will be strong, boys. 

IV. 

Pray make no mistake, 

But true your joints break. 

And take care that ypu follow your leaders * 

Work, rake, back, and tuetfr. 

And make your work smooth, 

And be sure that you fill up your headers. 

«To the memory of Vitruvius, Angelo, Wren, and other noble 
artists, See , 
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:T0D^ S<JKG. 

[Tune, On, <m my dear Brethren.] 

•• .-i ' I. , .f 

' The curious vulgar pould never devise, 

What social freemasons so highly do prize ; , 

No human conjecture, no study in schools. 

Such fruitless attempts are the actions of foots. 

.... . k . .... 

Sublime are pur maxims, our plan from above. 

Old, as the creation pemented with Jove , 

To pro mote all the virtues adorning man’s life, 
Subduing bur passions, preventing all strife. 

, ili. - 

Pursue, n^y dear brethren, embrace with great care, 

A system adapted oar actions tasquare; 

Whose origin clearly appeareth divine, ' 

Observe how its precepts to virtue incline. A 

'■) # ) ' , * i T > . f IV* » j - ■* 

The secrets of nature ’kxugSplQmon knew. 

The names of all trees in ,the forest that grew ; 
Architecture liis study, free- masons sole guide, ] 

Thus finish’d his temple, antiquity’s pride. 

V. 

True ancient free-masons our arts did conceal, 

Tteir hearts were sincere and not prone to reveal ; 
Here’s the widow wn’s mera’ry, that mighty great sage. 
Who skilfully handled plumb, level, and gage. 

• VI. 4 . : 

Toast next our grand-master of noble repute,' 

No brother }>resumi«g his laws to dispute ; 

• Nx> difcord, no faction, our lodge shall divide ; 

Here truth, love, and friendship, must always abide. 

VII. 

Cease, cease, ye vain rebels, your country’s disgrace. 
To ravage like Pandals, ,our ai ts to deface ; 

Learn how to grow loyal, our king to defend, 
And^V^ike yop*/ lives to amend* 

To the ancient sons of peace . 

' N 2 ; v 
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xxl song. 

[To the foregoing Tone*] 

We brethren free-masons, let’s mark the great napiej 
Most ancient and loyal recorded by fame: 

In unity met, let us merrily sing ; 

The life of a mason’s like that or a king. 

IT. 

No discord, no envy, amongst us shall be, 

Noconfusion qf tongues, but let’s all agree : 

Not like building of Babel , confound one another 5 
But fill up your glasses, and drink to each brother. 

IN. 

A tower they wanted to lead them to bliss, 

I hope there’s no brother but knows what it is ; 

Three principal steps in our ladder there be, 

A mysrry to all but those that are free. 

IV. 

Let the strength of our reason keep th’ square of our heart, 
And virtue adorn ev’ry man in his part ; 

The name of a Cowan we’ll not ridicule. 

But pity his folly and count him a fool. 

y. 

Let’s lead a good life whilst power we have. 

And when that our bodies are laid in the grave. 

We hope with good conscience to heav’n to climb. 

And give Peter the pass-word, the token and sign. 

VI. 

Saint Peter he opens, and so we pass in. 

To a place that’s prepar’d for all those free from sin ; 

To that heav’nly lodge which is tyl’d most secure, 

^ A place that’^ prepar’d for all masons that’s pure. * 

To all pure and upright masons. 


XXI 1. SONG. 

[Tune, What tho’ they call me country lass.] 

I. 

What tho’ thev call us mason-fool?, 

We prove, by geometry, our rules 
Surpass the arts they teach in schools. 

They charge us falsely then 


\ 
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We make it plainly to appear. 

By our behaviour every where, 

That when you meet with masons there. 
You meet with gentlemen. 

_ IL 

Tis true we once have charged been. 

With disobedience to our queen,* 

But after mon^rchs plain have seen. 

The secrets she had sought : 

We hatch no plots against the state. 

Nor ’gainst great men in pow’r prate. 
But all that’s noble, good, and great. 

Is daily by us taught. 

m. 

These noble structures which we see. 
Rais’d by our faift’d society, 

Surprise the world ; then shall not we. 
Give praise to masonry : 

Let those who despise the art, 

Live in a cave or some desart. 

To herd with beasts from men apart. 
For their stupidity. 


iv . 

But view thosesavage nations, where 
Free-masonry did ne’er appear. 

What strange unpolish’d brutes they are ; 
Then think on masonry. 


Queen Elizabeth hearing the masons had certain secrets 
that could not be revealed to her, for that she could not be 
grand master, and being jealous of all secret assemblies, &c. 
she sent an armed force to break up their annual grand lodge 
at York, on St. John’s day, the 27th of December, 1561. 
Sir Thomas Sackville, then grand master, instead of being 
dismayed at such an unexpected visit, gallantly told the offi- 
cers, that nothing could give him greater pleasure than seeing 
them in the grand lodge, as it would give him an opportunity 
of convincing them, that free masonry was the most useful 
system that ever was founded on divine and moral laws, &c. 
The consequence of his arguments were that he made the 
chief men free-masons, who, on theii return, made an ho- 
nourable report to the queen, so that she never more attempt- 
ed to dislodge or disturb them, but esteemed them as a pecu- 
liar sort of men, that cultivated peace and friendship, arts and 
sciences, without meddling in the affairs of church or state. 
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It makes us courtawis.men alway,, 

Gen’rous, hospitable, and gay 
What other art the like can say 5 L 

Then a health to masons free. 


Prosperity to the most ancient and most honourable. Craft, 

1 

e XXIII. 


SONG. 
I. 


if; ft? 


NliT 






Glorious craft, which fires the mind. 
With sw eet harmony arid love ; 

Surely thou wer’t first design’d, 

A fore-taste of the joys above. 

II. 

Pleasures always on thee wait, 

Thou reformest Adam's race ; 

Strength and beauty in thee meet, 

W isdom’s radiant in thy face. 

III. * 

Arts and virtues now combine, 
Friendship raises chearfulmirth ; 

All united to refine, J 
Man formji grosser paif of earth. 

IV. 

Stately temples now arise, 

And on lofty columns stand ; 

Mighty domes attempt the skies; 

To adorn this happy land. 

To the secret and silent , &c. 


XXIV. SONG. 

I. 

Let malicious people censure, 

They’re not worth a mason’s answer; 

While we drink and sing, 

With no conscience sting ; 

Let their evil genius plague ’em. 

And for Mollies, devil take ’em ; 

We’ll be free and merry, ; , , 

Drink port and sherry ; : 

Till the stars at midnight shine, ( , !( . J>r * ; f 

And our eyes with them combine ; . n t - 
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The dark Mg&€ tatatoiiHf 7 

Thus we wilt repltsush 
Nature, whilst the glasses, 

With the bottle passes; l ^ 

Brother mason free* 

Here's to ffcee, to thee*; \ f . . /_ 

And'fet it run thejntye murid, - J ’■ 

While envy.doesihl5 ; masons 7 <^ , <i^c>tirtd* 

To dtt niasons who wcXk 


xxv. eom. 

i. V, . 

Come, come, my brethren dear. 
Now we’re assembled-here. 

Exalt your vokp^etear, r 

with bafmbnVT ' 

Here's non e sha l l! beadiaKtifl in, T 
Were he a lord, a duke_or king, 
He’s counted but an epajf 
Except he’s Me . . 


QBOJUM. i: ; 7; . . 

Let ey’ry man Idwi l^assi in 
Drink bumpers to, nur^Tiaster praad, 

Aslong as heyanik orrtaDc^ u; iu - " 
With dttency. 


By our arts we prove. 

Emblems of truth and love. 

Types given from above, 

To those that are free ; 

There’s ne’er a king that fills a throne. 
Will ever be ashamed to own, 

Those secrets to the world unknown, . 
But such as we. 

CffO. Let ev’ry man, &c. 

//,, M ; 

Now, ladies, to jrwr , 

To gain us men of parts. 

Who best can charm y*ur hearts. 
Because we’re free ; 

Take us, try us, and yoq’UAnd^ 



* ^ 
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We’re true, loving, just, and kind. 

And taught to please a lady’s mind. 

By masonry. >_ 

Cho. Let ev’ry man, &c. 

Grand Chorus. 

God bless king George, long may he reign. 
To curb the pride of foes that’s vain, , 

And with bis conqu’ring sword maintain, 
Free-masonry. 


To the king’s good health; 

The nation’s wealth ; 

The Prince G#d&es?; //;• v 
ThrJUet success ; 

The lodge no less. •' 

. *r» 
ip ! u ; 


; ” 1 f, 4, f . /. 


XXV1.‘ 


.nor lLx3. 

Ui.il' 

Tuneai jgherfeiry libit *n n / 

,V . •* c .bTC^:: j,: ^ tf 

Come folio*, firifow me, ‘ : h ‘ ' > A 

Yejovial masons free;’ v ‘ 1 
Come follow all thewkxp 
That e’er w^iitaugbiiaisKdiod^i^m n'/o HI 
By ifo/omon^^inasonikios^* ^v»n r . ru j . 
Who honours to thd craft slid briag^u a* :$mi «▲ 

•7w»i. ,H. *T\V 


He’s justly call’d the jfeise. 

His iame doth reach tbedqee? *hf; -wo <, T 
He stood upon ^etsfcjbwe^ ui? Kernel;' : > 
And did the temple rede jinc/ii n : .j » * 

With true level, plumb, aad.'gbgB* lot 
He prov’d^tihe wfinderoftfoeigpL r. • >r 

•WiM' i* i->V' 


- :rv/ 

tr~ . m*. OTftjto o *• ” :••»? '.Ort !' 

V' e T!: e y T !! ,a T- or %»‘“^ 

Stood firmly to their words ; 

They had it in esteem; .ru;- vj/v ) L. I 
For which they’re justly deem’d ; 

'“’lYi- '• ito u,.j i'-jti i ,7 

The royal art and word,* -n'-./i l. r. :i 
Is kept upon (heard ^ ^ ^ 


* 
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unr. ^cqmo 


In upright hearts and pure. 

While sun and moon endure ; 

Not written but indented on. 

The heart of ev’ry arch-mason, 

V. 

And as for Hiram's art. 

We need not to impart : 

The scripture plainly shews. 

From whence his knowledge flows ; 

His genius was so much refin’d. 

His peer he has not left behind. 

VI. 

Then let not any one, 

Forget the widow’s son ; 

But toast his memory; 

In glasses charg’d full high ; 

And when our proper time is come. 

Like brethren part, and so go home. 

To him that did the temple rear, &c. 

,■ igu j. i . v 


XXVII. SONG. 

.1 

I. 

With plumb, level, and square, to work let’s prepare, 

And join in a sweet harmony ; 

Let’s fill up each glass, and around let it pass. 

To all honest men that are free. 

To all honest men that are free. 

.Vw> ^ 

✓ Chorus. 

Then a fig for all those, who are free mason’s foes, 

Our secrets we’ll never impart ; 

But in unity we’ll always agree. 

And chorus it, prosper our art, prosper our art, 

And chorus it, prosper our art, 

II. 

When we’re properly cloath’d, the master discloses 
The secrets that f s lodg’d in his breast ; 

Thus we stand by the cause, that deserves great applause, 

In which we are happily blest. 

In which, &e. 

Chor, Then a fig for all those, & c. 

?:d Jin •»// /*. Aub . ‘ I 

• _ ’ . * Digitized^ Google^ 
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The biblefa our guide, andibv thafcweH abide, * 
Which shews thatoar -actions are pam;^ 
The compass and square^am ewb ltsnf dw s lt nue, ■ 
Of justice our cause ta insure. 

Of justice. Ac. * \ • ■ _ * 

CAor. Then a fig for attthd&,$& 4 , 

IV. 

The Cowan may ft*«* iwgvpfot «** 

To find out opr greet mystery; a 
T he inqusitive wife, ms^r in rain tfeod her Efe* 

For still we’ll be honest and free. 

For still, Ac. 

Cher, Then a fig, fcc. 

V. - 


True brotherly lore, we aiwaysapprove. 

Which makes us all mortals excel* , v 

If a knave should by xbance^fo^ts graadeur ad TW^ 
That villian weMlstraightway expel. 
That*llteft,*fe^ 

Char. Then a fig, &c. , 

TIT 


Our lodge that’s so puredafhe eadwjltendure. 

In virtue and true secrecy ; 

Then let’s toast a good health,. frith honour and wealth. 
To attend Ibeblest ^aads made us'free, . ‘ 

To attend, &p. 


- Char . Then a fig for all those, &c. 

'7b each true and faithful heart i < 
That still preserves the secret art. 


XiVIII. SONG, . 

I. 

King tfbfomon.’that wise projector, ‘ 

In masonry took great delight ; * 

And MroWjthat great anchitecttnV 
Whose actions shall shine ever bright ; 

.From the heart of a true honest mason* 

Thefts none can the secret remove-; • 

Our maxims are iustic£, morality. 

Friendship', and brotherly love. 

Then who would not be a free-masot£ " 

So happy and jovial are we ; 

To kings, dukc$, and lords, we are brothers. 
And in every lodge we are free. 
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ii. 

We meet like true friends on the square. 

And part on a level that’s fair ; 

Alike we respect king and beggar, 

Provided they’re just and sincere : 

We scorn aivungenerous action, 

None can with free- masons compare; 

We love for to live within compass. 

By rules that are honest and fair. 

Then, &c. 

III. 

Success to accepted masons. 

There’s none can their honour pull down ; 

For e’er since the glorious creation. 

These brave men were held in renown : 

When Adam was king of all nations, 

Hetform’d a plan with all speed. 

And 90 on made a sweet habitation. 

For him and his companion Eve, 

Then, &c. 

IV. 

We exclude all talkative fellows. 

That babble and prate past their wit ; / 

They ne’er shall come into our secret. 

For they’re neither worthy nor fit : 

But the persons that’s well recommended. 

And we find them honest and true ; 

When our lodge is well tyl’d we’ll prepare ’e»i 
Like masons our work we’ll pursue. 

Then, &c. 

V. 

There’s some fool ish people reject us. 

For which they’re highly to blame ; 

They cannot shew any objection. 

Or reason for doing the same : 

The art’s a divine inspiration. 

As all honest men will declare; 

So heres to all true-hearted brothers. 

That live within compass and square. 

Then, &c. 

VI. 

Like an arch well cemented together. 

So firmly cemented we stand ; 

And lovingly drink to each other. 

With plumb, line and level in hand : 

Till the world is consumed by fire, 

And judgmeut is pass’d on us all, 
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There's none shall come into our secrets. 

Nor we from freemasonry fall. 

Then, See. 

To all those who live within compass and square,. 

Note. The last verse and chorus were composed by ano- 
ther hand. 


XXIX. SONG, 

, By brother fl— ^ P , Esq. 

[Tune, By Jove I’ll be free.] 

I. 

Or all institutions to form well the mind. 

And make us to every virtue inclin’d; 

None can with the craft of free-raasons compaMb 
Nor teach us so truly our.actionsto sauare ; 

For it was ordain’d by our founder’s decree. 

That we should be loyal, be loving, aodfrecv 

Be loving, and free, &c. 

' II. 

Wein harmony,. friendship, and unity meet# 

And every brother most lovingly greet ; 

And, when we see one in distress,, still impartt 
Some comfort to cheer and enliven his heart ; 

Thus we always live and for ever agree, ^ 

Resolv’d to be loyal* most loving, and free, 

Most loving and free, &e» 

HI. 

By points of good fellowship/ we still accord, * 

Observing each brother's true sign, grip, and word ; 

Which from our great architect was handed down. 

And ne'er will to any but masons be known ; 

Then here’s to our brethren of every degree, . 

Who always are loyal, . are loving, and free, 

Are loving, and free. See. 

IV. 

Thus we interchangeably hold one another, - ’ 

To let mankind see now we are link’d to each brother ; 

No monarch that secret knot can untie. 

Nor can prying mortals the reason know why t . v 

For. our hearts, like our hands, united shall be; ' 

Still secret, still loyal, still loving, and free. 

Still loving and free. Sec. 

To all free, social masons, Sec. 
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XXX. Song, t* tki foe»goi*g Tuirfe 

By brother B d Cl ke. 

Magna. est Veritas et prsevalebit. 

I. 

To the science that virtue and art do maintain, 

Let the muse pay her tribute in soft gliding strain ; 
Those mystic perfections so fond to display. 

As far as allowed to poetical lay ; 

£ach profession and class of mankind mast agree. 
That masons alone are the men who are free, 

The men who are free, Iwx 

II. 

Their origin they with great honour can trace, 
Fromthe sons of religion and singular grace ; 

Great Hiram and Solomon, virtue tb prove. 

Made this the grand secret of friendship and love ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 
That masons, of all men, are certainly free. 

Are certainly free, Ac. 

in. 

The smart and the beau, the coquette and the prudq, 
The dull and the comic, the heavy and rude ; 

In vain may enquire, then fret and despise 
An art that’s still secret ’gainst all they devise ; 

Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 

That masons/ tho’ secret, are loyal and free. 

Are loyal and free, Ac. 

IV. 

Commit it to thousands of different mind. 

And this golden precept you’ll certainly find ; 

Nor interest nor terror can make them reveal. 

Without just admittance, what they should conceal ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 

That masons alone are both secret and free. 

Both secret and free, Ac. 

V. 

Fair virtue and friendship, religion and love. 

The motive of 'this noble science still prove ; 

’Tis the lock and key of the most godly rules. 

And not to be trusted to knaves or to fools ; 

Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 
That ancient freemasons are steady and free. 

Are steady and free. Sec, 
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VI. 

Th’ Isrlites distinguish’d their friends from their foes. 
By signs and characters ; then say why .should those 
Of vice and ^unbelief be permitted to pry, 

Into secrets that masons alone should descry ; 

Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 
That masons, of all men, are secret and free, 

Are secret and free, &c. 

VII. 

The dunce lie imagines, that science and art 
Depend on some compact or magical part ; 

Thus men are so stupid, to think that the cause 
Of oul constitution’s against divine laws ; 

Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 
That masons are jovial, religious, and free. 

Religious, and free, See. 

VIII. 

Push about the brisk bowl, let it circling pass ; 

Let each chosen brother lay hold on his glass, 

And drink to the heart that will always conceal. 

And the tongue that our secrets will never reveal ; 
Each profession and class of mankind must agree. 
That the sons ot old Hiram are certainly free. 

Are certainly free, &c. 

To the innocent and faithful craft, &c. 


XXXI. SONG. 

By brother J C »■■■■»-. 

[Tune, Rule Britannia.] 

I. 

When earth’s foundation first was laid 
By the Almighty artist’s hand ; 

It was then our perfect, our perfect laws were made. 
Establish’d by bis strict command. 

Haiti mysterious hail ! glorious masonry. 

That makes us ever great and free. 

II. 

As man throughout for shelter sought. 

In vain from place to place did roam ; 

Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught. 

To plan, to build, and fix his home. 

• Hail l mysterious, &e. ^ 
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m. 

Hence illustrious rose our art. 

And now in beauteous piles appear 5 
Which shall to endless, to endless time impart. 

How worthy and how great we are. 

Hail ! mysterious, &c. 

IV. 

Nor we less fam’d for ev'ry tie. 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendship, and friendship socially. 
Doth join our hearts and hands around. 

Hail ! mysterious, &c. 

V. 

Our actjons still by virtue blest, 

And to our precepts ever true ; 

The world admiring, admiring shall request 
To learn, and our bright paths pursue. 

Hail ! mysterious, &c. 

To all true masons and upright. 

Who saw the East where rose the light* 

XXXII. SONG. 

I. 

Come, boys, let us more liquor get. 

Since jovially we are all met. 

Since jovially, &c. 

Here none will disagree ; 

Let’s drink and sing, and all combine. 

In songs to praise that art divine. 

In songs, &c. 

That’s call’d free- masonry. 

II. 

True knowledge seated in the head. 

Doth teach us masons how to tread. 

Doth teach, & c. 

The paths weoughi to go; 

By which we ever friends create, 

Drown care and strife, and all debate. 

Drown care, &c. 

Count none but fools our foe. 

III. 

Here sorrow knows not how to weep* 

And watchful grief is lull’d asleep. 

And watchful, &c. 

O 2 
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In our lodge we know no care ; 
Join hand in hand before we part. 

Each brother take his glass with heart. 
Each brother, &c. 

And toast some charming fair. 

IV. 

Hear me, ye gods, and while I live. 
Good masons and good liquor give. 
Good masons, &c. 

Then always happy me ; 

Likewise a gentle she 1 crave. 

Until l*m summon’d to my graven 
But when I’m, See. 

Adieu my lodge and she. 

To each charming fair and faithful she. 
That love # the craft of Masonry. 


XXXIII. SONG. 


i: 

Guardian genius of our art divine. 

Unto thy faithful sons appear ; 

Cease now o’er ruins of the East to pine. 
And smile in blooming beauties here. 


II. , 

Egypt, Syria , and proud Babylon, 

No more thy blissful presence claim ; 
In England fix thy eyer-during throne. 
Where myriads do confess thy name. 


III. 


The sciences from eastern regions brought. 
Which, after shewn in Greece and Rome. 
Are here in several stately lodges taught ; 

To which remotest brethren come. 


IV. 

Behold what strength our rising domes upreare. 
Till mixing with the azure skies ; 

Behold what beauty thro* the whole appears. 
So wisely built they must surprise. 

V. 

Nor are we only to these arts confin’d. 

For we the paths of virtue tracer 
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By us man’s rugged nature is refin’d, 

And polish’d into love and peace. 

To the increase of perpetual friendship, and peace among H 
the ancient craft , 


XXXIV. 

AN ODE ON MASONRY. 
By brother J. Banks . 

Genius of masonry descend. 

In mystic nuiribers while we sing; 
Enlarge our souls, the craft defend. 

And hither all thy influence bring ; 

With social thoughts our bosoms fill. 

And give thy turn to every will. 

While yet Batavia's wealthy powers 
Neglect thy beauties to explore ; 

And winding Seine adorn’d with towers. 
Laments thee wandering from his shore ; 
Here spread thy wings and glad these isles. 
Where arts reside ana freedom smiles. 

Behold the lodge rise into view. 

The work of industry and art ; 

’Tis grand, and regular, and true. 

For so is each good mason’s heart ; 
Friendship cements it from the ground. 
And secrecy shall fence it round. 

A stately dome o’er-Iooks our East, 

Like orient Phoebus in the morn ; 

And two tall pillars in the West, 

At once support us and adorn ; 

Upholden thus tho structure stands, ' 
Untouch’d by sacrilegious hands. 

For concord form’d our souls agree. 

Nor fate this union shall destroy ; 

Our toils and sports alike are free. 

And all is harmony and joy ; 

So Salem's temple rose by rule. 

Without the use of noxious tool. 

As when Amphion tun’d his song, 

Ev*n rugged rocks the music knew ; 
Smooth into form they glide along. 

And to a Thebes the desart grew ; 
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So at the sound of Hiram'% voice. 

We rise, we join, and we rejoice. 

Then may oar vows to virtue move. 

To virtue own'd in all her parts; 

Come candour, innocence, and love. 

Come and possess our faithful hearts ; 

Mercy, who feeds the hungry poor. 

And silence, guardian of the door. 

As thou Astraa , tho’ from earth. 

When men on men. began to prey; 

Thou fled’st to claim celestial birth, 

Down from Olympus wing'd thy way t 
And mindful of thy ancient seat. 

Be present still where masons meet. 

Immortal science too, be near ; 

We own thy empire o’er the mind ; 

Dress’d in thy radiant robes appear. 

With all thy beauteous train behind ; ' 

Invention young and blooming there, 

Here’s geometry -with rule and square. 

In Egypfs fabric learning dwelt. 

And Roman breasts could virtue hide; 

But VulcarCs rage the building felt. 

And Brutus last of Romans died ; 

Since when, dispers’d the sisters rove. 

Or fill paternal thrones above. 

But lost to half of human race, 

• With us the virtues shall revive : x 

• And driven no more from place to places 
Here science shall be kept alive ; 

And manly taste, the child of sense. 

Shall banish vice and dulness hence. 

United thys, and for these ends. 

Let scorn deride and envy rail ; 

F rom age to age the craft descends. 

And what we build shall never fail ; 

Nor shall the world our works survey. 

But every brother keeps the key. 

To each faithful brother, both ancient and young ; 
That governs his passion > and bridles Ids tongue* 
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XXXV. 

THE PROGRESS OF MASONRY. 


I. 

Pray lend me your ears my dear brethren awhile 
Full sober my sense tho’ joking my style v 
I sing of such wonders unknown to all those, 

Who flutter in verse or who hobble in prose. 

Derry down, down, down deny down. 

If. 

As all in confusion the chaos yet lay, 

E’re evening and morning had made the first day ; 
The unforin’d materials lay tumbling together. 

Like so many Dutchmen in thick foggy weather; > 
Derry down, & c. 

III. 

When to this confusion no-end there appear’ d. 

The sovereign mason’s word sudden was heard ; 
Then teem’d mother Chaos with maternal throes. 

By which this great lodge of the world then arose. 
Derry down, &c. 

IV. 

Then earth and the hea\ens with jubilee rung. 

And all the creation of masonry sung ; ^ L 

When lo ! to compleat and adorn the gay ball. 

Old Adam, was made the grand master of all. 


V. 

But Satan met Eve, when she was gadding. 

And set her (as since, all her daughters) a madding. 
To fi nd out t he secrets of free-masOnry , 

She eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree, 

Derry down, &c. 


XL . , _ 

Then as she was filled with high-flowingdancief. 

As e’er was fond girl who deals in romances ; 

She thought her with knowledge sufficiently cramm d. 
And said to her spouse, my dear, eat and be a— -a. 
Derry down, &c. 


But Adatn astonish’d like one struck with thunder, 
Beheklher from head to foot over with wonder ; 
Now you have done this thing , madam, .said fie. 
For your sake no women fr ce^muspns sluilt os, 
Derry down, &c. 


v 
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Now as she bewail’d her in sorrowful ditty. 

The good man beheld her, and on her took pity; 
Free-masons are tender, so for the sad dame. 

He made her an apron to cover her shame 
Derry down, &c. 

IX. 

Then did they solace in mutual joys. 

Till in process of time they had two chopping boys; 
The priests of the parish, as gossips devis’d. 

By names Cain and Abel the youths eircumctf dt 
Derry down, &c. 

X. 

Old father Seth next mounts on the stage. 

In manners severe, but in masonry sage ; 
v He built up two pillars that were tall and thick. 

One was nUdeofttone, the other of brick. 

Derry down, &c. 

XI. 

On them he engrav’d with wonderful skill. 

Each lib’ra) science with adamant quill ; 

Proportion and rule he form’d by tne square. 

Ana directed the use of all masonry there. 

Derry down. Sec 

XII. 

But soon did mankind behave past enduring, 

In drinking, in swearing, in fighting and whoring ; 
Then •few arose, and fierce in his anger, 

§aid, that he would suffer miscreants wo longer. 

Derry down, &c. 

XIII. . ’ 

Then from their high windows the heavens did pour. 
Forty days and niehtsone continual shower ; 

Till nought could be seen but the waters around. 

And in this great deluge most mortals were drown’d. 
Derry down, &c. 

XIV. 

Sure ne’er was beheld so dreadful a sight. 

As the old world in such a very odd plight ; 

For there were to be seen all animals swim ming, 
Men, monkeys, priests, lawyers, cats, lap-dogs, and 
women. 

Derry down. See. 
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XV. 

There floated a debtor away from his duns. 

And next father grey-beard stark naked 'midst nuns ; 
Likewise a poor husband not minding his life. 
Contented in drowning to shake off ms wife, 

Derry down. Sec, 

XVI. 

A king and acobler next mingled to v?ew> 

And spendthrift young heirs there were not a few : 

A whale and a Dutchman came down with the tide. 
And a reverend old bishop by a young wench's side. 
Derry down, &c. 


xm 

But Noah being wisest, faithful, and upright. 

He built him an ark so stout and so tight ; 

Tho* heaven and earth seem’d to come together. 

He was safe in his iodge^ and fear’d not the weather. 
Derry down, Sec. 

XVIII. 

Then after the flood, like a brother so true. 

Who still had the good of the craft in his view. 

He delved the ground and he planted the vine. 

He form’d a lodge, aye, and gave his lodge wines 
Derry down, &c. 

XIX. 

statesmen toss, tumble, and jumble the ball ; 

We sit safe in our lodge, and we laugh at them all ; 

Let bishops wear lawn sleeves, and lungs have their 
ointment, 

Free-masonry sure is by heaven’s. appointment 
Derry down, &c* 

XX. 

Now charge, my dear brethren, and chorus with me, 

A health to all masons both honest and- free ; 

Nor less be our duty unto our good king, 

So God bless great George let each brother sing. 

Derry down. See, 

To the King md the craft (a* the master y>ng.) 
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XXXVI. SONG. 


. By brother Lau. DermotL 
[Tune, Mutual Love.] 

- I. 

As Afasons once on Shinar's plain. 
Met to revive their arts again. 

Did mutually agree. 

Did mutually, &c. 

So now we meet m Britain's Isle, 
And make the royal craft to smil^, 

In ancient masonry. 

In ancient, &c. 


II. 


The masons in this happy land. 

Have reviv’d the ancient grand. 

And the strong Tuscan laid. 

And the, &c. 

Each faithful brother, by a sign, 

Like Salem's sons each other join. 

And soon each order made. 

And soon, & c. 

III. 

Thrice happy, blest fraternity, 

Whose basis is sweet unity, 

And makes us all agree. 

And makes, &c. , 

Kings, dukes, and lords to us are kind. 
As we to beggafs, when we find 
Them skill’d in masonry, 

Them skill’d, &c. 

IV. 


How happy are the ancient brave. 
Whom no Cowan can deceive, 

• And may they so' remain. 

And may, &c. 

No modern craftsman e’er did know. 
What signs our masters to us shew, 
Tho’ long they strove in vain, 
Tho* long, &c. 

5 ' V. . 

The hom’d Buck and Gallican,* 

As the monkey imitates tlue man. 


* Here is meant a certain club who call themselves Anti 
gallic Masons, and not the laudable association of Anti galli- 
cans, whom I esteem as an honourable and useful Society, and 
worthy of imitation. 
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Their cUd*d*^ge*»o*lV 
Their clubs, &c. < , 

While ancient masons know full well. 

No fool* like those amongst them dwdl. 

No, no, nor neversnall. 

No, no, nop neversljalL y 

My brethren take glass? in hand. 

And toastour noble master graqd, 7 

And in full chorus sing. 

And in, Sec . . 

A health to ancieht masons free. 

Throughout the globe where’er they be. 

And so God save the King, 

And so God save the King. 

To all ancient Mason*, whensoever dispers'd or t oppress'd, 
round the globe, Sec. 


xxxvs i. soNo. 

By the foregoing, hand* 

. [Tune* Greedy Midas.] 

I. 5 

With harmony atrtf flowing wine, 

My brethren ah come with me join. 
To celebrate this happy day, 

And to our master homage pay. 

II. 

Hail ! happy, happy, sacred place. 
Where friendship smiles inevYy face ; 
And royal art doth fill the chair. 
Adorned with his noble square. ,, < 


Ilf. 

Next sing my muse, our warden’s pftfee. 
With chorus loud in tuneful lays ; 

Oh ! may these columns ne\tf decay. 
Until the world dissil*& Away. 


'-V -‘J-'i W- 

My brethren all come join w^th me* 

To sing the praise of masonry ; 

The noble, iaithfuf, and the braver 
Whose aVts shall live beyond the graft* * 


-Vv . • . * 

Let envy hide her shameful face. 
Before us anciest sons- of peace; 

t 
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Whose golden precepts 4111 reftufo. 

Free from envy, pride, or .stain. 

Tb Salem’s Sons, & c. 

9 

XXXVIII. SONG. - * ■ • 

By the foregoing J&xL V 

[Tune, Ye mortals that love drinking.] * 

Ye ancient sons of Tyre , ' A , 

In chorus join with me : * 

And imitate your sire. 

Who was fam’d for masonry : j 
His ancient dictates follow. 

And from them never part w 
Let each.sing like Apollo* 

And praise the royal art. 

- Like Salem'* second Story, 

We raise the craft again ; 

Which still retains Its glory, * 

The secret here remain : 

Amongst true' ancient masons. 

Who always did disdain 
These new invented fashions; 

Which' wc know are vain. 

• IIL • v 

- Our temple now rebuilding. 

You see grand columns* rise ; 

The magi they resembling. 

They ore both good and wise ; 

Each seems as'tii-nri as Atlas, 

Who on his shoulders bore, • 4 
The starr} 4 frame of heaven ; 
W’h^mort^qap^do more,* 

Come pow, my loving brethren. 

In chofus joi n all rou^fj L» > . ^ 

With flowing Wine.ftjll bumpers. 

Let masons healths* be crowp’d ; , , , . 

And leimh^viobk ^ak “V 0 ™ V* 
By our good ^actions, see^G 1 . * L ‘ 

That we sire made fre£ and/Jovimj, : , 

By 4ib&mfeonfy. : ' 1 1 ' 

*^Gpnd fefllccrs. _ r 

To the memory of P. H. Z. L. «ni J. ^ 
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XXXHt SONG. , 

{Tune, The TSfolice. ‘ A 

. I. ' ’ 

From the depths let us rose, ! * : ' 
Our voices, and praise i . v 
The works of the glorious creation ; - * 

And extol the great fame. 

Of our maker’s great naipe. 

And bis love to an accepted mason. 

II. 

* In primitive times* 

When men by high crimes, 

Had caused a great devastation ; • 4 

When the floods did abound. 

And all mankind were drown’d, , . { * 

Save the free and the accepted masons, ^ 

lib 

There were architects four,- 
Where billows did roar. 

Were saved from that great inundation 4 ' < 

Who’s father on high. 

Taught Geometry, 

That honour’d science of a mason* 

VL v 

In an ark that was good, * 

Made of good Gopher wood, 

And was built fey divine ordination ; - *' 

And the first m his time. 

That planted a vine, # 

Was a free and an accepted mason. 

V. 

Then Nimrod the great 
Did next undertake 

To build him to heav’u a station ; . > 

But tongues of all kind, 

Prevented his mind, , , 

For he was no excellentmason. 

VI. 

W’hen Pharaoh the king i 

Of Egypt, did bring 
To bondage our whole generation ; 

That king got a fall. 

And his magicians all. 

By a princely and learned wise mason. 
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VIL 

Then thro 9 tbcJfaiffte, 

Heatfn guided thckwaj. 

By two pillars of divinc^rcHnatio^ 

And PkaiaoK* great train. 

Were lost in the main. 

For pursuing an army of masons. 

viu. 

When Amcftetti king 
Great (bites did bring. 

Likewise the great Midianitc nation ; 
Those kings got a fall. 

And their great armies aH, 

And their wealth (ell a spoil to those masons . 


IX. 

On a hill they did rear 
A pavitlkm fair, 

The beauty of all the creation ; 
^Each part in its souare. 

Which none could. prepare, 
Save a free a n d a ccep ted mason. 


. X. 

They to Jordan aid go. 

And met their proud foe. 

And fought the great Cationite nation ; 
Whose gigantic strain 
Could never sustain 
The force ofansrmyof masons, 


XI. 

King Splonum, he 

Waskno^Vn to be free. 

Built a holy grand lodge in his nation \ 
Each beautiful part 
Was due to the art 
Of Hiram , the great learned mason. 


xn. 

Let each mason free, 

1 oast his memory. 

Join hands without dissimulation ; 

Let Cowans think on. 

We know they are wrong, 

Drink a heakk to an accepted imwon, 

XXII. 

But if any so mean. 

Thro* avarice or stain. 
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Should debate hmsself in tbit high station ; 
That person so meat*} 

Focsuch cussed gain. 

Should be dam by the hand of a mason. 

To all true and faithful Masons. 


XL. SONG. 

I. 

*Tifr masonry unites mankind. 

To generous actions forms the soul ; ' 1 ‘ ’ 
In friendly converse all conjoin’d. 

One spirit animates tbe whole. ’ " , 

II. 

Where e’er aspiribg domes arise. 

Where e’er sacred altars stand ; 

Those altars blaze unto the skies. 

Those domes proclaim the mason’s hand,- 

III. 

As passions rough the souT disguise. 

Till science cultivates the ihiiao ; 

So the rude stone u^shapen lies,,-} ,.c 
TTll by the mason’s art refill’d. 

IV. - j 
Tho’ still our chief concern and care. 

Be to deserve a brother’s name ; f 
Yet ever mindful of tjie fair. 

Their kindest influence we claim. 

V, 

L*?t wretches at our manhood rail ; 

But they who once our order proved 
Will own that we who bqild so well, 

With equal energy can lave. * 

Vi- 
sing brethren theMhe crafl divine, 

(Bast band of social joy and mirth ;) 

With choral sound and cheerful wine, 
Proclaim its virtues o’er the earth. 


'.-a O 3 


v-\ 
i. .. 




xli. song; ; / ; 

By Brother John Jackso*, S. G. W. 

l:: ' * 

See in the East the master plac’d. 

How graceful unto us the sigftt ; r 

V2 ‘ 
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Hjs wardens ]«gt hedqfhinlrMt» ^ I V< : 
Hit noble orders to set Bgbt. * 1 

Wherc-e’er be list, bis deaM*iUMkhM]p«to, 
To see the lodge weft tyl’d and work began. * 

ll. 

like Tyres sons we then pursue 
The noble science we profess. 

Each mason to h'rs calling true 
Down to the lowest from the best. 

Square, plum, and level we do all maintain. 
Emblems of justice are and shall remain* 

ill. 

King Solomon , the great meson, 

Honour unto the craft* did raise; 

The Tyrian pri ntfr'and widow's • on. 

Let ev ry brother jdtotlT praise : 

Drink to the memory of all the three. 

And toirt their names in glasses charg’d full high. 


XUL SONG. 

Jfy brother John Cartwright of Ckeadte in lanccphirc,* 
[Tune. Smile Britannia.] 

L ' f «' 

Attend, attendee stains 
Ye masons free, whilst I * 

To celebrateyour fame. 

Your virtues sound oq high ; 

Accepted masons, free and bold, 

Will never live the dopes to gp|U«. . ' i 

II. 

Great Solomon the king; . ' 

Great architect of fame; 

Of whom all coasts did. ring, 

Itever’d a mason’s name ; t( t * 

Like him, accepted, free, and bold. 

True wisdom we prefer to gold. , ; 

Since him the great and wise 
Of every age and dime. 

With fame that never die^ 

Pursued the art sublime ; 

Inspir’d by hceV’n, jUWtnrtdYree/ 

II ave honour’d much cur mvstcav. 

IV/ : 

The gkjridus paths of these. 

With iieav'irborn wjjd^m crown’d ; ' 
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We every day disclose. 

And tread on sacred ground; 

A mason, righteous, just and free. 

Or else not worthy masonry. 

XLIII. SONG. ' 3 

By the foregoing Hand. 

[Tune. The Bonny Broom.} 

I. 

To masonry your voices raise, 

Ye brethren of the craft ; _ 

To that, ami our great master's praise. 

Let bumpers now be quaff’d : 

True friendship, love and concord join'd. 
Possess a mason’s heart ; 

Those virtues beautify the mind r 
And Still adorn the art. 


Chorus. 

Hail all hail, my brethren detr. 

All hail to ye al way ; 

Regard the art, while ye have life* 
Revere it every tfev. \ ; •' 

' , . IU 

Whilst thus in unity we join, 

, Our hearts still good pnd true* 
Inspired by the grace divine, 

And no base enefeifft View : 

We trieudly ourselves employ, 
G-To improve the fruitful mind ; 

^ 7 , with blessings which caw never clay r 
’ But dignify mankind, 
dor. Hail,aU had, ftc. 


m. 

No flinty hearts amongst us are* 

We’re generous andkiud ; x 
The needy man dbr fortune shares 
If hi in we worthi 

Our charity fa wrj y O .ift y iw*, ; . ' ! 

To each worth, <- a • 

Diffuse, u isttefMtMrtltr, r; /•. . . 

To every myft tiM&frM* ;,) • u.i 

Chor. Hail^UMUftn. ,<• h..U ' 

... . tv: ■ *•« • v ' ;: w 

Thus McaNhud Marihg MR wefcaMfc. 

'■ QnrjtfunMfern4 


Digitized by Google 



m 


For long as vital spijiltilow; / ' 

A mason finffc* IHend. 

Then join your^iearii«ii4'toogiii« 'mtk ttinc>A 
One glorious art to praise * ; ■ . . -j 

Discreetly take the generous wine. 

Let reason rule your ways. 

CAor. Hail, all hail, &c. v* 


. XLIV- . 

An Ops by th£ same hand. 
RECITATIVE. J 

Bless’d be the day that gave to me ’ < 

The secrets of free-masoury ; ■ 

In that alone m’ambit ion’s plac’d, 

In that alone let me be grac’d ; 

No greater titles let me bear, 

Than what*s pertaining to the square.. , 

. AJR. * 

Tho* enviou^ mortals vainly try, * I * 

On us to cast absurdity, : , 

We laugh at all their spleen ; 

The le veil’d man, the upright heart, . , 

\ Shall still adorn our glorious art. 

Nor mind their vile chagrin : 

The ermin’d r. be, the rev’rend crozier too,* 

Have proved* us noble, honest, just, and trto^ 

' Chorus. 

In vain then let prejudic’d mortals decline* 

Their hate of us masons, we’re trulfy sincere^ 

If for thAt they despise us; their fofiy they prove. 

For a mason’s grand maxi ltffe brotherly love ; 

But yet, after all, if they’d J fairi i 4ite i thought wisfc/' 

Let them enter the lodge, and we’ll open their eyer 

% . __ ’ * ; ii :: 

^ . XLV. SONG. . . v 

I, ‘ '• * ■ • *■ . 

How bless’d aroffcfcltam ignbrancetVeed ^ 1 ‘ 

And the base noti<»W & «Mnfefad> , < T 

Here every virtuohs>»htrf , ittleWI . ‘fKl 

Instructs and fortifift'the'itrihdj i] '{'* ^ ; ! 

Hail ! anlient, hallow’d, 

W T here light and masonry | found. 

Jfow i re b';«&'c/ 
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II. 

Hence tile detractors from us fly, 

Far to the gloomy shades of night, 
Likeowlsthat hate the mid-day sky. 

And sink with envy from its light ; 

With them o’er graves and ruins rot. 

For hating knowledge you know not. 

III. 

When we assemble on a hill. 

Or in due form upon the plain ; 

Our master doth with learned skill 
the secret plan and work explain : 

No busy eye, nor Cowan’s ear. 

Can our grand mystery see or hear. 

IV. 

Our table deck’d with shining truth. 
Sweet emblems that elate the heart ; 
While each attentive list’ning youth 
Burns to perform his worthy part. 
Resolving with religious care. 

To live by compass, rule, and square. 

V. • 

Our master watching in the East 
The golden streaks of rising sun ; 

To see his men at labour plac’d, 

Who all like willing crafts doth tun s 
Oh ! may his wisdom ever be 
Honour to U3 and masonry. 

VI. 

Not far from him as Gnonom true, 
Beauty stands with watch fed eye, 

Whose cheerful voice our spirits renew. 
And each his labour doth lay by ; 

His kind refreshing office still. 

Inspires each craft in mason’s skill. 

VII. 

See in the West our oblong’s length. 

The brave Corinthian pillar stands 
The lodge’s friend and greatest strength. 
Rewarding crafts with liberal hands ; 
Sure this our lodge must lasting be, 
Supported by these columns three. 

VIII. 

As bees from flowers honey brings. 

Sweet treasure to their master’s store; 
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So masons do all sacred things, 

And wonders from the distant shores ; 

To enrich the lodge with wisdom’s light, 
Wheie. babbling folly’s lost in night. 

IX. 

Each 'Roman chief did proudly view 
Their temples rising to the sky. 

And as they nations did subdue. 

They rais’d triumphal arches high ; 

Which got us masons such a name. 

As vies with mighty Caesar's fame. 

f 

* The kings who rais’d Diana's columns. 
With royal art, by skilful hands ; 

As priests recorded in their volumes. 

And poets sung to distant lands : 
Th'adoring world that did them see, . 
Forgot the enshrined deity. 

XI. 

, l a OVH o i 

Such is our boast, my brethren dear. 
Fellows to kings and princes too, 

The master’s gift — was proud to wear. 

As now the great and noble do; 

The great, the noble, and the sage. 

Masons rever’d from age to age. 

CHORUS. 

Then to each brother in distress. 
Throughout the nations, parts, or climes. 
Charge, brethren, to his quick redress. 

As masons did in ancient times ; 

From want and hardships set them free, 
Bless’d with health and masonry. 

Nor once forget the lovely fair. 

Divinely made of Adam's bone; 

Whose iieav’nly looks can banish care. 

And ease the sighing lover’s moan ; 

To them whose soft enjoyment brings 
Us heroes, architects and kings. 

. v ; W-Oi. Y «l4C 

* The Temple of Diana , at Ephesus, 


*L!h TO 
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XJUVL SONG. 

brother E- — P . 

L 

^Corne fill up a-bumper, and let it go round, 

' Let mirth and good fellowship always abound ; 
And let the world see. 

That free-masonry. 

Doth teach honest hearts to be jovial and free* 

IF. 

Our lodge, now* compos’d of honest free hearts. 
Our master most freely his secrets imparts ; 

And so we improve. 

In knowledge and love. 

By help from our mighty grand master above. 

III. 

Let honour and friendship eternally reign. 

Let each brother mason the truth so maintain ; 
That all may agree, 

That free-masonry. 

Doth teach honest hearte to be honest and free. 

/ IV. 

In mirth and good fellowship we will agree, 

Tor none are more West or more hippy than we ; 
And thus we’ll endure, 

W hile our actions are pure. 

Kind heaven those blessings to us doth insure. 


XLVjr. 


Wake the lute and quiveiHngstring*; 
Mystic truths Urania brings; ' * m- 
Friendly visitant to thee, : 

We owe the depths of qiasonry : 
Fairest of the virgin choir, 

Warbling to the golden lyre ; 

Hail, divine Utani a, hail. ,f 

/ ... 


Here in friendship’s sacred bower. 
Thy down y wing’d aho^ smiling hpy r ; 
Mirth invites, .^d siciaf 
Nameless mysfene?amongf : ■ 

Crown the bowl ana flli die glass. 

To ev’tf^#; WHfaee ® 1 


t j 

■t 

r 


-f 
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*To the brotherhood f 

Health, and let it thrice go round* 

IIL 

We restore the times of old. 

The blooming glorious age of gold ; 
Ak the new creation free. 

Blest with gay Euphrosync : 

We with godlike science talk. 

And witn'fhir-^jJreo walk ; 
Innocence adorns the 1 day. 

Brighter than the smiles of May# 

IV. 

Pour the rosy wine again. 

Wake a louder, louder strain ; 
Rapid tephyrs, as ye fly. 

Waft our voices lo the sty ; 

While we celebrate the nine# 

And the wonders of the trinfc 
While the angels sing above, . 

As we below, of peace and love. 


XLVIIL 'SONG. 
By brother £— P— 


I. 

Hail, sacred art, by heav’n design’d 
A gracious blessing for all mankind ; 
Peace, ioy, and love, thou dost bestow, 
On us thy votaries below. 


u. 

Bright wisdom’s footsteps here we tracey 
From Solomtm, that prince of peace ; 
Whose glorious maxims we still hold. 
More precious than rich Ophites gold. 

III. 

His heavenly proverbs to us tell, 

How we on earth should ever dwell ; 

In harmony and social love, 

1 o emulate the blest above. 

VI f 

Now having wisdom for our guide. 

By its sweet precepts we’ll abide ; 

Envy and hatred we’ll dispel, 

No wrathful fool with us shall dwell. 


*r 
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V. 

Vain, empty grandeur shall not find 
Its dwelling in a mason's mind ; 

A mason who is true and wise. 

Its glittering pomp always despise. 

Humility, love, joy and peace. 
Within his mind shall fill their place ; 
Virtue and wisdom thus combin'd* 
Shall decorate the mason’s mind. 


XLIX. SONG. 

Tunc — God save the King. 

I. 

Hail! Masonry divine* 

Glory of ages shine. 

Long may’st thou hold ; ‘ 

Where-e’er thy lodges stand. 

May they have great command* 

And always grace the land ; 

Thou art divine. 

II. 

Great fabrics still arise. 

And touch the azure skies. 

Great are thy schemes ; 

Thy noble orders are 
Matchless beyond compare* 

No art with thee can snare ; 

Thou art divine. 

IlL 

Hiram , the architect. 

Did all the craft direct, 

How they should build ; 

Solomon, great IsraeVs king, 

Did mighty blessings bring. 

And left tts room to sing, 

Hail ! royal Art ! 

L. SONG. 

I. 

Let masons be merry each night when they meet* 
And always each other most lovingly greet* 

Let envy and discord be sunk in the deep 
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By such as are able great secrets to keep, 

[lit all the world gaze on our art with surprise* 
/They’re all in the dark till we open their eyes. 


. Whoever is known to act on the square. 

And likewise well skill’d in our secrets rare. 

Are always respected, whether wealthy or poor. 

And ne’er yet was careless of matters that’s pure. 

{ Their actions are bright, and their lives spent in love, 

^ At length will be happy in the grand lodge above. 

III. 

We are brothers to princes, and fellows to kings. 

Our fame through the world continually rings ; 

As we lovingly meet, so welovmgly part. 

No mason did ever bear malice at heart: 

The fool that’s conceited we’ll never despise, 

L*t him come to the lodge, and we'll make him more 
wise. 

IV. 


The sanctum sanctorum by masons was fram’d. 
And all the fine works which the temple contain’d. 
By Hiram 1 a contrivance, the pride of my song. 
The noise of a tool was not heard along ; 

And the number of masons that round it move. 

By him were directed^ inspir’d from above. 


LI. SONG. 


I. 

If unity be good in every degree. 

What cap be compar’d with that of masonry ? 
In unity we meet, and in unity we part; 

Let every mason chorus, hail, mighty art ! 
Let every, &c. 


II. 

The vulgar often murmur at our noble art. 

Because the great arcanum to them we don’t impart ; 

In ignorance let them live, and in ignorance let tbem die. 
Be silent and secret let every mason cry. 

Be silent, &c. 


III. 


Let a bumper be crown’d unto the art of masonry, 
And to each jovial brother that is a mason free ; 
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We act upon the square, on (lie level well depart. 
Let every mason sing, hail, glorious art. 

Let every, &c. 


LII. SONG. 

Tune — The Miller of Mansfield. 

I. _ 

How hajfpy a mason whose bosom still flows 
With friendship, and ever most cheerfully goes ; 

The effects of the mysteries lodg’d in his breast. 
Mysteries rever’d and by princes possest. 

Our friends and our bottle we best can enjoy. 

No rancour or envy our quiet annoy. 

Our plumb, line, and compass, our square and our tools 
Direct all our actions in virtue’s fair rules. 

n. 

To Mars and to Venus we’re equally true. 

Our hearts can enliven, our charms can subdue ; 

Let the enemy tell, and the ladies declare 
No class or profession with masons compare ; 

To give a fond lustre we ne’er need a crest. 

Since honor and virtue remain in our breast ; 

We’ll charm the rude world when we clap, laugh and 
sing. 

If so happy a mason, say, who’d be a king. 



U1I. SONG. 

[Tune — Hail Masonry, &c.] 

I. 

Let worthy brethren all combine 
For to adorn our mystic art. 

So as the craft may ever shine, . 

And cheer each faithful brother’s heart ; 
Then, brethren, all in chorus sing. 

Prosper the craft apd bless the king. 

II. 

We level’d, plumm’d and squar’d, aright. 
The five noble orders upright stands,,. 
Wisdom and strength, with beauty’s height. 
The wonder of the world commands. 

Then brethren all, &c. 
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III. 

Ye fools and Cowans all, who plot 
For to obtain our mystery, 

Ye strive in vain, attempt it not. 

Such creatures never shall be free ; f 
Then brethren all, &c. 

IV. 

The wise, the noble, good, and great. 
Can only be accepted here ; 

The knave or fool, the/ deck’d in state. 
Shall ne'er approach fhe master’s chair 
Then brethren all, &c. 

V. 

Now fill your glasses, charge them high. 
Let our grand masters health go round ; 
And let each here o’er-flow with joy. 

And love and unity abound. 

Then brethren all, &c. 

UV. SONG. ’ 


I. 


"Let masons ever live in love. 

Let harmony their blessings prove. 

And sacred lodge on earth the place. 
Where freedom smiles in every face. 

Chorus. 

Live free- masons, free- masons live and love. 
And shew that your types are from above. 

II. 

Behold the world all in amaze. 

Each curious eye with transport gaze. 
They look, they wish to be. 

What none can gain, except he’s free. 
Chor. Livefree-masons, &c. 

III. 

Then let each brother eliarge full high. 
And let us drink the memory. 

Of Hiram and king Solomon , 

Whose fame has thro’ all ages run. 
f/k>r. Live free-masons, 8cc* 
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LV. SONG. 

By brother Robert HalL 
[Tune— Rule Britannia.} 

I. 

When masonry, by heavVs decree. 

Arose from father .Atom V brain. 

This, was the charter of the fraternity*. 

And secrecy shall guard the same. 

Chorus. 

Hail masonry, for ever, ever may thou be,, { 

To all but us a mastery. f 

The brethren all upright and just 
Shall ever act upon the square ; 

Until that the world dissolves to dust. 

The needy shall their bounty share, 
t ho. Hail masonry, &c. 

III. 

True moral men, sincere and free* 

Shall wisdom’s dictates still impart. 

And mirth and joy, aud true social unity,. 

Shall bless those peaceful sons of alt 
Cho. Hail masonry, &c, 

IV. 

The Cowan and the crafty knave* 

Shall never tread, the sacred ground. 

The griping miser, traitor, nor the abject slave*. 

In masoivs lodge shall ne’er be found. 

Qho. Hail masonry, &c. 

But if he’s honest, just and true. 

His life and actions clear and bright ; 

Report him, and prepare him, and invest him too*. 

For he’s the man snail see the light; 

Choi Hail masonry, &c. 


LVI. 

A NEW SONG, 


By the foregoing Hand. 


L 

When Sol, ascending from the East*. 
Btojeete his rays into theWest^ 



And darkness turns talight : 

With upright emblem wisdom stands. 

And quickly he does give commands. 

To seethe lodge tird right. 

tl. 

I n solemn form he then declares. 

The lodge is open, work prepares, 
Ncrgreaterjoys we ask. 

Attentive then to work we fall. 

Obedient to our master all, 

Each to perform his task. 1 

nr. 

We square our deeds by virtue’s pTan, 

And dignify each honest man. 

With secrets still unknown ; 

The monarch, statesman and divine. 

Unite in mason’s grand design, 

And in the lodge have shone. < 

IY. 

But when the bright meridian sun. 

One half his daily course has run,* 

And makes the shortest shade ; 

We then erect fair beauty’s pile. 

Which makes each mason sing and smile, , 
For virtue’s jpys ne’er fade. 

Y. 

Our glasses charg’d in solemn state. 

We drink to all the good* and great. 

That love free-masonrv ; 

We toast our brethren, friends, and wive$. 
And thus we masons always strive, * 

In friendship to bgree. 

VI. 

In mirth we spend the time of East 
Till Sol declines into the West, 

Then strength performs his part y 
And tocompletethe mason’s life. 

Each hastens unto his girl or wife, 

To propagate the art. 


LVI. 

A NEW MASON’S SONG. 


I. 


As long as our coast does with whiteness appear, 
Still masons stand foremost in verse ; 



1ST 

* 

v 

Whilst harmony, friendship, and joys are held dear* 
New bands shall our praises rehearse. 

Chorus. 

Though lodges less favoured, less happy, decay. 
Destroyed by old time as it runs ; 

Tho* Albions, Gregorians and Bucks fade away. 
Still masons shall live in their sons. 

II. 

If envy attempts our success to impede. 

United we will trample her down : 

If faction should threaten, we’Ushew we're agreed. 
And discord shall own we are one. 

Chor. Tho’ lodges, &c. 

III. 

Whilst with ardour we glow, this our order to raise. 
Promoting its welfare and peace : 

Old masons return, our endeavours to praise. 

And new Ones confirm the increase, ^ 

Chor. Tho’ lodges. See. 

1 IV. 

Go on, cries our parents, for time is your friend. 

Its flight shall increase your renown ; 

And mirth-shall your guest be, and Bacchus attend. 
And joy all your meetings shall crown. 

Chor. Tho* lodges, &c. 


LVIL SONG. 

U. 

Arise gentle muse, who with wisdom inspires, 

Each bosom that’s ardent in virtuous desires ; 

For from glorious actions, the bliss that accrues. 

Is the- worth all admire, and each mason pursues. 

Chorus. 

Hence harmony springv’tis the cement of love. 

Fair freedom on earth, and bright union above. 

H. 

Indignant around us, tho’ discord is seen. 

And malice full loaded, venemous spleen ; 

To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind. 

For virtue will always give strength to the mind. 
Hence harmony springs, &c. 
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III. 

Thus beauty's gay charms, with lustre divine^ 

Our art shall adorn, which for ever will shine. 

Till time circling round shall unfold the great truth* 
Which thus has united the sage and the youth. 
Hence harmony springs, &c. 

LIII. SONG. 

I. 

Begin O ye muses, a free-mason’s strain ^ 

Let the numbers be gentle, and easy, and plain,. 
While thus in concert we joyfully sing. 

Each brothers happy and blest as a king. 

For princes disdain not companions to be. 

With a man that’s own’d for a mason and feet. 


11. 

Why seek the best nobles our mystery to know. 

Ana rather sing here than sip tea with a beau ; 

The notes of knowledge more powerfully call. 

Than fav’rite at court, or toast at a ball ; 

For truth’s sake a lord is of equal degree*. 

With a man that is own’d for a mason and free r 

- IIL 

Great Jove first lightened the glorious dame 

Of science, that sages free- masonry name. 

From Adam it past to the patriarchs old. 

And wisest of kings did prefer it to gold ; 

Hiram of Tyre join’d with him to be. 

Of the number of those that were masons and fret* 

' ^ IV. 

The Gregs and the<?a/fcc.?+, and others they say. 

Have set up their lodges, and mimic our way ; 

But frogs claim a curse when they croak from the few* 
And monkies a kick when they imitate men ; 

In vain shallow mortal the rivals would be. 

To the man that is own’d for a mason and free. 

* The highest person in the lodge is upon a level with th* 
rowest ; (the officers excepted) but when out of the lodge^ all 
due distinction isstric tly observed: and free masom are so far 
from taking any liberty with noble brothers on account of ma- 
sonieal familiarity, that they pay them more homage than the 
rest of mankind. 


t See the note to the 36th Song. 



V. 

The wisdom of Greece and old Rome we explore, 

Nay pass tothe learn’ d of the Memphian shore, 

What secrets Euphrates and Tygris have known, 

And Palestine gather’d, are here made our own ; 

Well may the world wonder what strange things we see, 
Wkh the man that is known a free-mason to be. 

VI. 

Tho’ women from lodges are always debarr’d. 

Dear fair ones repent not, nor censure too hard ; 

No rivals are here, no not even in glass, 

Where fribbles so doat oh the shade of an ass ; 

Your own dearest pictures, our hearts could you se$, 
Wopld be found in the bosom of him that is free. 

VII. 

The graces and virtue here mutually join. 

And science and knowledge the soul to refine : 

Bless’d concord and eaglediigh truth hover round. 

And face to face friendship cries, see the bowl crown’d ; 
Here’s a health, let it pass with the number of three. 
To him that is known a good mason and free. 


LIX. SONG. 

I. 

When a lodge of free-masons are cloath’d in their aprqnf, 
In order to make a new brother, 

With firm hearts and clean hands they repair to their 
stands, . 

And justly support one another. 

II. 

Trusty brother take care, of Eve's droppers beware, 

’'Hs a just and solemn occasion ; 

Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know 
You are going to make a free-mason. 

III. 

The master stands due, and his officers too. 

While craftsmen are plying their station ; 

The deacons doth stand right for the command 
Qf a free and an accepted mason. 

IV. 

Now traverse your ground, as in duty you’re bound. 

And revere the most sacred oration. 

That leads to the way, and proves the first ray. 

Of the light of an accepted mason. 
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V. 

Here's tokens and signs, with problems and lines. 

And room too for aeep speculation ; 

Here virtue and truth are taught to the youth. 

When first he is bound to a mason. 

VI. 

Hieroglyphicks bjight, and light reverts light. 

On the rules and tools of vocation ; 

We work and we sing, the craft and the king, 

’Tis both duty and choice in a mason. 

VII. 

What*s said or is done, is here truly laid down. 

In form of our high installation. 

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean. 

Unless he’s an accepted mason. 

VIII. 

The ladies claim right to come into our light. 

Since the apron they say is their bearing ; 

Cai> they subiect their will, and keep their tongues still, 

* And fct talking be chang’d into hearing. 

IX. 

This difficult task is the least we can ask 
To secure us on sundry occasions, 

When with this they comply, our utmost we’ll try 
To raise lodges for lady free-masons. 

•Till this can be done, must each brother be mum, 

Tho’ the fair one should wheedle and teaze on. 

Be just, true, and kind, but still bear in mind. 

At all times, that you are a free-mason. 


AN ODE. 

By brother Edward Fenner \ 

With grateful hearts your voices raise, 

To sound the great Creator’s praise. 

Who by his word dispell’d the night. 

And form’d the radiant beams of light; 

Who fram’d the heav’ns, the earth, the skies. 
And hid the wondrous fabric rise, 

Who view’d his work and found it just, 

And then created man from dust. 

Happy in Eden was he laid* 

Nor did he go astray. 
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Till, by the serpent, Eve betray’d. 

First fell and led the way. 

But falling from this happy plain. 

Subject to various wants ana pain. 

Labour and art must now provide. 

What Eden freely once supply* d ; 

Some learn’d to till th'ug willing ground ; 

Some bid the well-strung harp to sound ; 

Each different arts pursu’d and taught. 

Till to perfection each was brought. 

Masons pursue the truth divine. 

We cannot go^stray. 

Since three great lights conjointly shine. 

To point us out the way 

Zion appears, rejoice, rejoice. 

Exult, and hear, obey the voice, 

' Of mercy and enlightening grace, 

Recalling us to Eden's place ; 

With faith believe, and hope pursue. 

And mercy still for mercy shew ; 

Proclaim aloud, with grateful theme. 

The great Redeemer’s blessed name. 

The Eastern star now shews us light. 

Let us not go astray ; x 

Let faith, hope, charity unite. 

To cheer the gladsome way. 

LXI. SONG. 

I. 

Ye thrice happy few. 

Whose hearts have been true ; 
la concord and unity found ; 

Let’s sing ana rejoice. 

And unite ev’ry voice. 

To send the gay chorus around, to send the gay chorus around* 
Chorus* 

. For like pillars we stand. 

An immovable band. 

Cemented by powers from above; 

Then freely let’s pass 
The generous glass, 

To masonry, friendship and love, to masonry, friendship and 
love. 
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II. 


/ The grand architect, 

( Whose word did erect 

j Eternity, measure, and space, 

I First laid the fair plan, 

V On which we began, 

Cement of harmony and peace, cement ofharmoay and peace. 
Chor . For like pillars we qtand, Sec. 

III. 

Whose firmness of hearts, 

Fair treasure of arts, 

To the eyes of the vulgar unknown ; 

Whose lustre can beam, * / 

New dignity and fame. 

On the pulpit, the bar, or the throne. Encore . 

Chor. For like pillars we stand, See. 

IV. 

Indissoluble bands. 

Our hearts and our hands. 

In social benevolence bind ; 

For true to his cause, 

By immutable laws, 

▲ mason’s a friend to mankind. Encore* 

Chor. For like pillars we stand, &c. 

V. ' • 

Let joy flow around. 

Arid peace olive-bound. 

Preside at our mystical rites. 

Whose candour maintains 
Our auspicious domains. 

And freedom with order unites. Encore. 

Chor. For like pillars we stand, &c. 

VL 

Nor let the dear maid 
Our mysteries dread, 

Nor think <hem repugnant to love ; * 

To beauty we bend, 

And her empire defend. 

Her empire deriv’d from above. Encore. 

Chor . For like pillars we stand, Sec. 

VII. , 

Then let’s* all unite. 

Sincere and upright. 

On the level of virtue to stand ; 

No mortals can be, 

More happy than we. 
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With a brother and' friend in each hand. 
Char. For like pillars we stand, &c. 


LXlli SON Gi 


r 


I. 

Whoever wants wisdom must with some delight,! - 
Read, ponder,, and pore, noon, morning and night; 
Must turnover volumes of gigantic size. 

Enlighten his mind, tho’ he puts out his eyes. 

Derry down, &c. 

n. 

If a general wou’d know how to muster his meiV 
By thousands, by hundreds, by fifties, by ten ; 

Or level hissiegfe on high castle or town. 

He must borrow his precepts from men of renown. 
Derry down, &c. 


lin. 

Wou’d a wry-fac’d physician or parson excel. 
In preaching or giving a sanctified spell’; 
Hefifst must read Ga/e/t and Tillotson thro* 
E’er-he gets Credentials or business to do. 
Derry do^n, Ac. 


IV. 


But these are all follies, free-masons can jjrove. 

In the lodge they find knowledge, fair virtue and love ; 
Without deafning their ears, without blinding their eyes. 
They find the compendious way to be wise, , 

Derry down, &c. 1 , 


LXIII. SONG. 


r. 

Come, ye elves that be. 

Come follow,. follow me; 

All you that guards have been 
Without, and serv’d within : 
Sing, let joy thro’ us resound. 

For all this lodge is sacred ground. 


H. 

Guides too, (hat fairies are, . 
Come five by five prepare; 
Come bring fresh oil witbspe^d, 
Your dying lamps to feed ; 


B 
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All trimm’d in new and glitt’ring light. 

To welcome garments that are white. 

nr. 

Come seraphs too, that be 
Bright rulers, three by three ; 

Attend on me your queen, 

Two handmaids led between: 

Whilst all around this health I name. 

Shall make the hollow sounds proclaim. 

IV, 

Whilst sylvans and sylvan laves. 

O’er mountains and in.groves ; 

With brighter gems arid sprightly dames. 
Of fountains and of flames : 

With joyful noise our hands and feet. 

Shall echo, and the sound repeat. 

V. 

Whilst we who sing and love, 

And live ip spring* above ; , 

Descend, descend, do we. 

With masons to be free : 

Where springs of wine revi ve each face. 

And streams of milk flow round the place. 

VI. 

Whilst cherubs guard the door. 

With flaming sword before ; 

We thro’ the key-hole creep. 

And there unseen we peep : 

O’er all their jewels skip and leap. 

And trip it, trip it, step by step. 

TIT 

Or as upon thp green, . 1 . . . ' , f 
We faines turn unseen. 

So here we make a ring. 

While merry masons sing : 

Around their crowns we whirl apace; 

And not one single hair misplace. 

VIII. 

And down from whence we jump, 

All with a silent thump; 

None hear our feet rebound, „ v 
Round, round the table} round : 

Nor sees us whilst we nimbly pass,’ . 

Thrice round the rim of ev’ry gla$3. 


si 
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fit. 

* But if any crumbs Withal, 
t)own front their table fall : 

With greedy 'mirth wWaf, 

No honey is so sweet: 

And when they drdp if from their thumb, 

We catch it supcrnacidum; 

' . x . 4 ; 

Now as f (at masonry* ' 

A 11 ho’ we are not free. 

In lodges we have been. 

And, all their signs have seen : . , 

Yet such love to the craft we bear. 

Their secrets w£iwill ne^ec declare.. i 

70 ! j;. I ;. :»;r .-t t .. .- 

Ju JuXIY. SONG. 

[Tijnc^l'he M ul^berry Tree ] 

Ye sons ofcgreat science, impatient to learn 
W hat’s meant by a mason, you here may tftscern : 

He strengthens the weak, is a guide to the blind. 

And the. naked; he cloalhs, ana befriends human kindw 

Cho. All shall > ield to masonry, all shall yield toma* 
.sonry, ' t , 

Bend, to thee, btest nftjsoryy; bend to thee, blest mason* 
ryV ' ' ’ ' '* /' ' t ' " 

Matchless was he,* who founded thee. 

And thou like him immortal shall be. 

And thou like him immortal shall be. '' 

He walks on the level of honour and truth, • ■ • ; 

And shuns the vile passions of folly and youtlr; 

The compass and square all his actions improve. 

And his ultimate object is brotherly love. 

All shall yield , &c. 

By fueling inspir’d, he doth bounty impart. 

For charity reigneth at large in his heart ; 

TheC indigent brother reliev’d from his woes. 

Feels a pleasure inferior to him who bestows. 

All shall yield, &c. 

In the temple of tr.uth he nobly shall rise. 

Supported by that which Solomon did prize; 

Thus rear’d and adorn’d, strength and beauty unite. 

And he views the fair structure with inward delight. 

All shall yield, &c. 
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With fortitude blest, he’s a*t ranger to teas. 

And govern’d by prudence, he- cautiously steeas; 

Till temperance shews him the part of content. 

And justice unveil’d gives a skn of consent. 

JM shalC yield, ftc. 

Thus a mason, Hire dtswn and set forth to yourvievty 
And envy must own that the picture is true; 

Then members become, let’s be brethren and friends* 
There’s a secret remaining will make you amends. 
4U shall yield, &c. 


PROLOGUES AND EPILOGUES, 

A PRO JLXMJUE. - 

$po*sn by Mr. Griffith at the theatre iotai» 

IF to delight and hmnamxe the mind, 

- The savage world in soctaUies to bjnd* 

To make the moral virtues all appeal 
linprovM.awhwiefuViofleti’d from severer * 

U these demand tbe tsibute of «ar praise, 

Thettaacheifs honour, or the poet’s lays ; 

Maw do we view tthemafl comprised in Um», 

Thrice honour’d and mysterious Masorry ! •• , 

' By tnee erected, Spacious domes arise, 

An,d spires ascendmg glittering in the skies ; 

The wond*rous WfiSle by tieariily Art is crown’d. 

And order in diversity is Jopnd ; # 

Thro* such a 'length of ages, still how fair, > 

How bright. iiow blooming do (try 'looks appear^ 
Andstillshan bloom. — Time, as it glides away. 

Fears for its own, before thine shall decay , 

The use of accentsfrom thy aid is thrown, 

‘1 ho\i fbnn'st a silent language of thy own : 

Disdain’st that records should contain thy art, 

And only liv’st within the faithful heart.— 

Behold where kings And a long shining train r . 

Of garter’d heroes wait upon thy feign. 

And boast no hpnour but a mason’s name. 

Still in the dark let the unknowing stray ; 

No matter what thy judge, or what they s$y ; t 
Still may thy mystie secrets be conceal’d. 

And only to a brother be reveal’d. 

PROLOGUE. 

M a wild rake that courts a virgin fair. 

And tries in vain her virtue to ensnare * 
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Tho* what he calls his heav’n he may obtain, 

By putting on the matrimonial chain : 

At length enrag’d to find she still is chaste. 

Her modest fame maliciously would blast; 

So some at our fraternity do rail. 

Because our secrets we so well conceal. 

And curse the sentry with the flaming sword. 

That keeps eve-droppers from the mason word ; 
Tho’ rightly introduc’d all true men may 
Obtain the secret in a lawful way. 

They’d have us counter to our honour run ; ^ 

Do what they must blame us for when done ; 

And when they find their teazing will not do. 
Blinded with anger, heighth of folly show, 

By railing at the thing they do not know. 

Not so the assembly of the Scotish kirk. 

Their wisdoms went a wiser way to work : 

When they were told that masons practis’d charms, 
Invok’d the de’il, and rais’d tempestuous storms, 
Two of their body prudently they sent. 

To learn what could by masonry be meant. 
Admitted to the lodge and treated well. 

At their return the assembly hop’d they'd tell. 

We say nea meie than this (they both repl) ’d) 

Do what we’ve done and ye’ll be satisfy’d. 

A PROLOGUE. . 

As some crack’d chymist of projecting brain. 

Much for discovering, but more for gain ; ■ • 7 

With toil, incessant labours, puffs and blows 
In search of something nature won’t disclose. ' 
At length his crucibles and measures broke. 

His fancy’d gain evaporate in smoke. 

So some presumptuous still attempt to trafcA 
The guarded symbol of our ancient race 
Enwrapp’d in- venerable gloom it ties,. 

And mocks all sight but of a mason’s eyes ; . 

Like the fam’d stream enriching Egypt's shore* 

All feel its use*— but few its source explore. 

All ages still must owe, and every land 
Their pride art d safety to the mason’s hand*. 
Whether for gorgeous domes renown’d afar,. 

Or ramparts strong to stem the rage of war 
All we behold in earth orcircling air* 

Proclaims the power of compasses anff square. 

The heaven-taught science queen of arts appears. 
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Eludes the rust of time, and waste of years. 

Thro’ form and matter are her laws display'd. 

Her rule’s the same by which the world was made* 
Whatever virtue grace the social name, 

Those we profess, on those we found our fame ; 
Wisely the lodge looks down on tinsel state, 
Where only to be good, is to be great. 

Such souls by instinct to each other turn. 

Demand alliance, and in friendship burn; 

No shallow schemes, no stratagems nor arts. 

Can break the cenlent that unites their hearts^ 
Then let pale envy, rage, and every name 
Of fools mistaking infamy for fame ; 

Such have all countries and all ages borne. 

And such all countries and all ages scorn; 

Glorious the temple of the sylvan queen, 

Pride of the world at Ephesus was seen. 

A witless wretch, the Prichard of those days. 
Stranger to virtue and unknown to praise, 
Crooked of soul and fond of any name, 

Consign’d the_ noble monument to flame : 

Vain madam ! if so thinking to destroy. 

The art which cannot but with nature die. 

Still with the craft, still shall his name survive. 

And in our glory his disgrace shall live; 

While his Cowans no more admittance gain 
Than Epheraimites at Jordan's passage slain. 


A PROLOGUE. 

You’ve seen me oft in gold and ermin drest. 

And wearing short liv’d' honours on my breast ; 

But now the honourable badge I wear. 

Gives an indelible high character : , 

And thus .by our grand master am I sent. 

To tell you what by masonry is meant* 

If all the social virtues of the mind ; 

If an extensive love ho all mankind ; 

If hospitable welcome to a guest. 

And speedy charity to the distress’d ; 

If due regard to liberty and laws. 

Zeal for our king and our country’s cause,; 

If these are principles deserving fame, 

Let Masons then enjoy the pFaise they claim : 

Nay more, though war destroys what masons buiW, 
E’er to a peace inglorious we would yield, 

Our square* and trowels into swords wp’Utwrib . 
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And make our foes fhe wars tjiey menace mourn ; 
For their contempt we’ll no vain Boaster spare, 

. Unless by chance me meet a Mason there. 


SPOKEN BY A BROTHER. 

While others sing of wars and martial feats. 

Of Bloody battles and of fam’d retreats ; 

A more noble subject shall my fancy raise. 

And MASONRY alone shall claim my praise: 
Hail ! Masonry, thou royal art divine, 

Blameless may I approach thy sacred shrine; 

Thy radiant beauties let me there admire. 

Ana warm my heart with thy celestial fire: 

Ye wilful blind, seek not your own disgrace. 

Be sure you come not near the hallowed place. 
For fear too late your rashness you deplore. 

And terrors feel by you un thought before. 

With joy my faithful brethren here l see. 

Joining their hearts in love and unity ; 

Still striving each other to excel 
Tn social virtues and in doing well : 

No party jars, no politic debate. 

Which often wrath excites, and feuds create ; 

No impious talk, no fleering jests nor brawls. 
Was ever heard within our peaceful walls. 

Here in harmonious concert friendly join, 

The prince, the soldier, tradesman, and divine. 
And to each other mutual help afford ; 

The honest farmer and the noble lord. 

Freedom and mirth attend the cheerful bowl. 
Refresh the spirits, and enlarge the soul ; 

The cordial wo with moderation use. 

For temperance admits of no abuse ; 

Prudence wepiaise and fortitude commend. 

To justice always and her friends a friend : 

The scoffing tribe the shame of Adam' * race. 
Deride those mysteries which they cannot trac»; 
Profane solemnities they never saw, , 

And lying libels to them are a law ; 

The book of masonry they may in vain explore. 
And turn mysterious pages o’er and o’er ; 
Hoping the great arcanum to attain, 

But endless their toil, and fruitless all their pain : 
They may as well for heat to Greenland go. 

Or in the torrid regions seek for snow ; 

The royal craft the scoffing tribe despise, 

.And veils their secrets from unlawful eyes. 
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SPOKEN BY urns. THBRMOWD, A MAiON^MT^E/ 

With what malicious joy, e’er I knew better. 

Have l been wont the masons to be-spatter ; 

How greedily have 1 believ’d each lie " 

Contriv’d against that fam’d society ; 

With many more complain’d — ’twas very hard, > 
Women should from their secrets be debar*d, 

Whfn kings and statesmen to our sex reveal 
Important secrets which they should conceal, * 
That beauteous ladies by their sparks adored ♦ 
Never cou'd wheedle out the mason’s word; 

And oft their favors have bestow’d in vain. 

Nor could one secret for another gain : 

I thought, unable to explain the matter, 

Each mason sure must be a woman hater : 

With sudden fear and dismal horror struck, 

I heard my spouse was to subscribe the book. 

By all our lov t es I begg’d he would forbear ; ► 

upon my knees I wept, and tore my hair ; 

But when I found him fix’d, how 1 behav’d, 

1 thought him lost, and like* fury rav’d; 

Believ’d he would for ever be undone. 

By some strange operation undergone. 

Wtten he came back, I found a change^is true. 

But such a change as did his youth renew : 

With rosy cheeks avid smiling grace he came. 

And sparkling eyes that spoke a bridegroom’s flame* 

Y e married ladies ’tis a happy life,. 

Believe me, that of a free-mason’s wife, 

Tho* they conceal the secrets of their friends, 
in love ana truth they make us full amends. 


SPOKEN BY MRS. BELLAMY. 

Well, here I’m come to let you know my thoughts-; 
Nay, ben’t alarm’d, I’ll not attack your faults ; 
Alike be safe, the cuckold and the wit. 

The Cuckold-maker and the solemn cit. 

I’m in good humour, and am come to prattle ; • 

Han’t 1 a head well turn’d, d’ye think to rattle? 

But to clear up the point, and to be free, 

What think you is my subject? Masonry : * 

Tho’ I’m afraid, as lawyers cases clear,. , 

My learn’d debate will leave you as you wert^ 

But I’m a woman — and when I say that, 
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You know we'll talk— altho’ we know not what : 
Whatthink you ladies, e’nt it very hard. 

How comes it that the softer hours of love, 1 
To wheedle out litis secret fruitless prove > 
For we can wheedle when we hope to move. ) 
"What can it mean, why all this mighty pother. 
These mystic signs, and solemn calling, brother; 
That we are qualify’d in signs are known. 

We can keep secrets too, but they’re our own. 
When my good man first went to be a mason, 
Tho’ l resolv’d to put the smoother face on , 

Yet to speak truly, 1 began to fear, 

He must some dreadful operation bear ; 

But he return’d to satisfy each doubt. 

And brought home ev’ry thing he carried out : 
Nay, came improv’d, for pn his face appear’d 
A pleasing smile that ev’ry scruple clear’d. 

Such added complaisance, so much good nature. 
So much, so strangely alter’d for the better : 
That to increase the mutual dear delight ! 
Wou’d he were made a mason ev’ry night. 


smoGvx 

' tPOKEN BY ants. /HORTOW. 

Whfere are these Hy ctras ? let me vent my spleen ; - 
Are these free* masons ? bles? me ! the$e ^re men • ' 

And young and brisk too : 1 expected monsters. 

Brutes more prodigious than Italian songsters. ; 

Lord, how repbrt will lie, how vain’s this pother ; 

These' look like sparks who only love each other ! 

Ironically 

Let easy faiths on such gross tales rely, } 

’Tis false by rules of physiognomy, > , 

I’ll ne’er believe it, poz, unless I try. J 
In proper time and place, there’s little doubt* 

But one might find their wondrous secrets out ; t 
I shrewdly guess, egad, for all their shyness. 

They’d render signs and tokens too of kindness.; 

If any truth in what I here observe is. 

They’ll quit ten brothers for one sister’s service. 

But hold, wild fancy, whither hast thou stray’d ? 

Where man’s concern’d, alas, how frail’s a maid i 

I’m came to 6torm, to scold, to rail, to rate. 

And see, the accuser's turn’d the advocate. 

Say to w hat merits might I not pretend. 
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Who, tho’no sfoterj do yet prove your friend:' L ' 
Wou’d beauty thus but in your' cause appear, ' ( 
*Twas Something, Sirs, to be accepted were: " 1 

7 '* [Pdibtmg ttf the bOX«. 

Ladies; be gracious to the mystic aifs; • - ' 1 * 

And ktodly take the gen’rous masons prirts ’ 
Letrnoloquacious fop your joys partake^ ’ 

He sues for Celling, not for kissing sake: ' 

Firm to their trust, the faithful craft conceal ; 

They cry no roast-meat, fare they iie’er 60 well ; , 

No telUtale ^neeF shall raise the conscious blush, . 
The loyal brother’s word is always — hush. 

Whattho’ they quote old Solomon's decree, • 

And vainly boast 4 hat thro’ the world they’re fret ; / 
With ease yotfll humble the.preSumptuous braves, - 
One kind regard makes all these freemen staves. 

■/ 1 .• . ^ 

: , AN EPILOGUJE. " 

Well, heaven’s be prais’d, the mighty secret’s out ; 

The secret that- has made fco strange a rout 
This moment I was taught behind the scenes. 

What every word, and sign, and token means; 

A charming secret, but I must conceal it. 

If time, at nine months end, does not reveal it ; 

What monstrous horrid lies do some folks tell us. 

Why masons, ladies, are quite clever fellows : 

They’re lovers of our sex, as I can witness. 

And’ ne’er adt contrary to * moral fitness : 

If any of ye doubt it, try the masons. 

They’ll not deceive your largest expectations ; ' 

Let no misgrounded apprehensions seize ye. 

They won’t do any thing that can displease ye ; 

They’re alile workmen, and compleatly skill’d m 
The truest, arts and mysteries of building: 

They’ll 4 build up families, and as most pt is. 

Not opty will erect, but people cities; , ’ 

They’ll fill as well as fabricate yopr houses, ? 

And propagate a race of strong-built spouses* 

If such their gifts ; such, ladies, is their merit. 

So great their skill, and strength, and life, and spirit , 
Wbat female heart can be so very hard. 

As to refuse them their deserv’d reward. 

Once on a time (as heathen story say) 

Two mason-gods to Troy town took their way r * 
Arriv’d, and hir’d to wow, to work they fell; 

Hard was their ta&k, but executed wetls^ • . ^ 

* Alluding to Chubb’s Essay — so inlitlecL 
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With more than human strength, these Iieav'uly powers 
Rais’d the impregnable Durdnnian towers ; 

Those towers which long secur’d the Trojan dames. 

From GJrecza/iravishers, and Grecian flames; 

Gratis they did it, whatsoe’er was done. 

Wrong’d of their pay by king Laomedon : 

Base sordid soul, ot‘ princes the disgrace ; 

But heav’n his guilt aveng’d upon his race : 

Most rudely did his Troy at length expire. 

Reduc’d to ashes by vindictive fire. 

Ladies, this story’s written for your learning ; 

Let Trotfj example fright you all from burning: 

Let it this truth in ev’ry breast inspire. 

That ev’ry workman’s worthy of his hire; 

But sure such virtue in the present age is. 

None' will defraud the brethren of their wages ; 

None will transgress the laws of common sense. 

Which gives both sexes due benevolence : 

A mason’s full reward then do not grudge, 

As ev’ry mason is your humble drudge: 

Then treat the craft, ye fair, with kind regard, 

And give ’em in your smiles, their best reward : 

-.Give ’em to boast, where’er their art extends, 

That they and beauty from this hour are friends. 

A NEW PROLOGUE, 

.SPOKEN IN THE CHARACTER OP AN IRISH PREE-M.ASON, 
AT THE THEATRE-ROYAL IN THE HAY-M ARKBT. 

Written by Lau. Dermott , d. g. m. . 

I Darby Mjulroony, from Moat of Grenoge, 

Beg leare to be spaking by way of proloag ; 

And first to begin, this night is the day. 

Appointed for L’fDstrange’s benefit pl^y : 

I heard him, just now, telling an actor. 

He’d soon be as rich as a jew or contractor ; 

His lodge congregated, and ready for certain. 

To open in form behind this big curtain. 

But he admits women, because they are skill’d in 
(As well as free-masons) the new art of building; 

O the sweet creatures ! They’re cunning projectors. 
They build without rule, square, compass , 1 or sectors; 
Their stones are all curls, their bricks are all wool. 

Their mortar’s pomatum, foundation a skull ; 

On which they can build, (Pm sure *tis no lie) 

A9 broad as a turf-stack, but three times as high. 
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The iiWn loo can build as fancy best suits. 

With curls on each side like a pair of volutes ; 

High tupees in front, just like a key-stone. 

To wedge up the brains in sktrfls that have none t 
For freize and festoons, they use Brussels laces. 

And like th^fine ladifes, can white-wash their faces ; 

With long tails behind, and nothing before, 

Except dov^O this way a little tom bore. 

4 Meaning tambour. 

Thus some have describ’d our actors at targe ; 

You visitors are not subject to this charge. 

[ Bowing to the Audience. 
In our ancient craft true friendships abound, 

I wish, amongst brethren, the like could be found. > 
Were Yankees frCe-masons, and the Britons too, 

They’d harken to reason, old friendship renew : • 

They’d drink and shake hands, become mighty civil. 
And throw alt their guns and their swords to the devil. 
But Fll say *no more — (pause) the times very quare. 
They never shall catch poor darby iu the snare: 

My political bundoon* shall not appear, 

My business to-night is to welcome y ou here. 

Welcome brethren of the square and compass. 

Welcome; bucks, who love to make arompus. 

Welcome, cits, who love to sit in quiet ; 

Welcome, above, who never love to riot: 

W elcome, critics, dread *of evtery poet, 

You spare the craft, because you -do -not know it. 

Ten thousand welcomes Darby does decree 
To aH the ladies ; welcome gra ma chree. f 

* Posteriors or nonsense. f My hearts love. 


A NEW PROLOGUE, 

Spoken in the character of a Teague, for the 

BENEFIT OF AN ENGLISH FRBE-MASON IN DISTRESS. 

Written by Lau. Dermott, d. g. m. 

God save yon, gentle folks, both great and small, 

I’m come to tell — ( pause) phuh, I forgot it all* 

You, mister prompter, there behind the screen. 

Why don’t you spake, and tell me what I mean* 

I have it now. I’m sorry I confess, l4 j : 

A brother mason is in great distress ; 

Nothing to ate, and what you all will think * 

Ten times worse, the devil a sup of drink. ^ » , 
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To-day I ax’d him, how did matters go ; 

He shook his head, and cty’d but so*ftd ■ < ■* 

What want you, said I, come tell me, honey ? 

Nothing said he-birt a bag of money.: . > 

Fo# ot which* all my guts dps, Aching; - 
^Wlty tW^btl tatrglt; — is it game you*re making ? 

[To the galleries. 

The devil h&Fn fh€> trtlt he*lj be ruhdiiig creazy, 

[In a heat. 

Except, this night, you make his. stomach easy. 

He is London born, a true patriot really. 

And Tm his brother, boni ih ShileaAfy. 

Alta, yes, why not 5 ,— pray where’s the blunder? 

It three hundred milts asunder': 

What though our parents never seeneach other. 

Faith that’s no" reason that he’s not my brother? 

For we are masons, and our union hence 
Hath made us brothel ih the strictest sense. 

Our union such, that all alike partakes, 

Whether England, Ireland, or the land of cakes ; 

Nay round the globe, where’er a mason roam. 

He finds a brother, and a kincHy horfte. 

Therefore, my jewels, let us all befrierid him. 

And when in danger, HarinUm ali Doul defend him* 


A. 
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SOLOMON’S TEMPLE : 

AN ORATORIO. 

Dramatts ’P ltRSONJE. 

Solomon , the Grand-Master. Uriel , Angel of the Son. 

High Priest. Sheba, Queen of the South. 

Hiram , the Workman. Chorus of Priests and Nobles. 

ACT T. ! 

SOLOMON. 

Recitative . 

Conven’d we’re met— chief oracle. of heav’ji* 

To whom the sacred mysteries are given ; 

We’re met to bid a splendid fabric rise, . . *A 

Worthy .the mighty ruler of the skies. 

High-Priest . 

And lo ! where Uriel, angel of the sun 
Arrives lo see the mighty business done. 

Air. 

Behold he comes upon the wings of light, 

And with his sunny vestments cheers the sight. 

URIEL 

Recitative. 

The Lord supreme, grand-master of the skies. 

Who bid creation from a chaos rise ; . ■ . 

The rules of architecture first engrav’d. 

On Adam's heart. 

Chorus of Priests and Nobles . 

To heav’n’s high architect, all praise, 

All gratitude be given ; 

Who deign’d the human soul to raises 
By secrets sprung from kcav’n. 
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SOLOMON. 

1 Redtatvce. * 

Adam , well vers’d in arts, 

Gave to his sons the plumb and line: 
fey masonry sage Tubal Cain , 

To the deep organ tun’d the strain. 

Air* 

And while he swelled the melting note, 

On high the silver concord float. 

, High Priest, 

Recitative accompanied* 

Upon the surface of the waves, 

(When God a mighty deluge pours) 

Noah, a chosen remnant saves. 

And laid the ark’s stupendous floors. 

URIEL. 

Air, 

Hark from on high, the mason-word ! 

• David , my servant, shall not build 

4 A lodge for heav’n’s all-sov’reign Lord, 
c Since hlood and war have stain’d his shield ; ' 

9 That for our deputy his son 

4 We have reserv'd — Prince Solomon, Da cape. 

Chorus of Priests and Nobles. 

Sound great JEHOVAH’S praise ! 

Who bid young Solomon the temple raise. 

SOLOMON, 

; Recitative . 

So grand a structure shall we raise, 

That men shall wonder ! Angels gaze l 
By art divine it shall be reared. 

Nor shall the hammer's noise he heard. 

Chorus v 

Sound great JEHOV AH’s praise. 

Who bid king Solomoi ithc temple raise. 

URIEL. 

Recitative. 

To plan the mighty dome, 

Hiram , the master-mason’s come. ^ 

/ 
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Ak by Uriel 

We know thee by thy aprqjn white# 
Well skiird in masonry. 

We know thee by thy jewel’s blaze. 
Thy manly walk and air ; 

Instructed thou the lodge 6halt raise# 
Let all for work pcepare. . 

HIRAM- 
Air . 

Not like BabeCs haughty building. 
Shall our greater lodge be framki ; 

That to hideousjargon yielding 
^tly was a Babel Horn’d : 

There confusion all o’e^bearins# 
Neither sign nqr wor,d they knew; 

We our work with order squaring, 
Each proportion shall be true. 

SOLOMON. 


•** cLiwnyc. 

■v,n e ^r’ xvh , ich ynctcreation grpi 
* ° f themselves t? grace the 4on}« 

All Lebtflofy as if she knew, 

1 he great qe^asiqu, lo is coujp. 



URIEL. 

Air, p 

BehoM, my brethren of the sky, 

The work begins, wprtby an angelVeye * ^ 

Chorus ofiBriests-and Nobles. 

Be present all ye heavenly hosts ; 

The workbegins, tlif Lprd defray a4bg | Co at T f 

. ’ ACT II. • . ! *i 

Recitative^ 

Behold, attended by a numerous train, 

Queen of the South, fair Sheba, greets thy reign 1 
In admiration of thy wisdom, she • 

Comes to present the bended knee. 

SOLOMON TO HIRAM. 


Receive her with a fair salute. 
Such as with majesty may suit, 
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HIBAM. 

Air. 

When allegiance bids obey. 

We ^vrith pleasure own its sway. 

ENTER SHEBA attended. 

Obedient to superior greatness, tee 
Our sceptre hails thy mightier majesty. 

SHEBA. 

Air, 

Thus Phetbc, queen of shade and night. 

Owing the sun’s superior rays ; 

With feebler glory, lesser light. 

Attends the triumph of his blaze : 

Oh, all excelling Prince, receive. 

The tribute due to such a king ; 

Not the gift, but will, believe. 

Take the heart, not what we bring*. Da capo. • 

SOLOMON. 

Recitative. 

Let measures softly sweet,. 

Illustrious Sheba's presence greet 
SOLOMON. 

Air . 

Tune the lute and string the lyre, 

Equal to the fair we sing: 

Who can see and not admire, 

Sheba, consort for a king 1 
Enliv’ning wit and beauty iom. 

Melting sense and graceful air ; 

Here united powers combine. 

To make her brightest of the fair. Daeapo. 

SOLOMON. 

Recitative . 

Hiram , our brother and our friend. 

Do thou the Queen with me attend. 

SCENE II. 

A view of the Temple, 

High Priest . 

Recitative . 

Sacred to heav’n, behold the dome appears ; ; 

Lo, what august solemnity it wears; 

$2 
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Angels themselves h^ya deign’d to deck the frame* 
Ana beauteous Sheba shall report its fame. 

Air. 

When the Quepiyof the South shall f^turn , 

To the climes \roich acknowledge Tier sway*; 
Where the warmer Yearns fiercely burn. 

The Princess, with tf2MMpprt^shaH ( say } : > 

Well worthy mv jcmrney, Pve 'seen 
A monarch both graceful and wise. 

Deserving the love of* a Queen, . 

And a temple well worthy the skies. 


Chant*. 


Open ye gates, receivp the Queen who shanty ' 
With equal sense, your, happiness and cates. ' 

T WUM’,' 


Recitative. 


^Qfriches mu^h, but more of;wisdqm see,; 
Proportion’d' Workman^hSpi and masbnry 


HIRAM. 

Air.^ 


Oh, eharmiqg^/tf^ tjiere behold 
W hat massy sfqfq$ of bUrnisVct ^old, 
Y et richer is out art ; ’ 

Not all the orient gfente that shine. 
Nor treasures of rich,Qp&rX mip^ 
Excel the masoiV^heatt; 

True to the fair, ht. hoDQUrpfliorq, ' 
Than glittering getqs Ot bright ore. 
The plighted pledge of Iqyc: 

To ev’iy tie qf honour bound, 

In love and friendship constant found* 
And favour’d Jrom above, 

SOLOMON AND, SHEBA. 
Duet*. 


Sheba . One gem beyond the Test I see. 
And farming Solomon is he. 

Solom . One gem beyond the rest I see. 
Fairest fair ones, thou art she, 
Sheba. Oh thou surpassing.all men wise. 
Solom . And thine excelling women’s eyes. 
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HIRAM. 

Recitative. 

' • ^Wisdom an<fbeauty ctotli' combine; 
Our art to raise, our hearts to join. 

Chorus. 

.. * , vSWe direst chuse the wise 
Beauty still shou’d wisdom love ; 
Beauty and order reigu aboy^ 


FINIS. 
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5 Seymour Sherwood# 
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t ^ S. Wright, 

S Chas. Clinton, 

S Benj. Case, jun. 

5 Jacob Carpenter, 

S Joseph M‘Grajie^ . 
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^ James Colter, 
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$ Wm. H. Heller, 

^ John Couyer, . ; . 

V J. Hamilton, 

^ A. Billizer, 

V A. K. Thompson,,. 

V John Miller, 

: Reuben Neely, ■ 
^.Nathan Douglas,, 
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TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

©eorge tBKasjnnsjton, esq. 

In Testimony, as well of hi$ 
exalted Services to his Country* 
as of his distinguished Character 
as a Mason, the following Book 
of CoNSTITUTrlOrNS of the most 
ancient and honorable Fraterni- 
ty of Free and Accepted Masons , 
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James Giles., G. Secretary. 
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OJff THE 

GRAM) LODGE OF SAID STATE. 


fit. Johns, No. I. New-Y ork . 
Trid. Royal Arch, New -York 
Union, Albany 
"Masters, Albany 

t olomons, Poughkeepsie 
t. Andrews, New-Y ork 
J5t. George, Schenectady 
Hiram, New-York 
^§t. Johns, No. 6. New-York 
St. Patrick’s, Johnstown 
Temple, North East Precinct 
Washington, Fort Edward 
St. Simon St St. Jude, Fishkill 
Hudson’s, Hudson 
Jamaica, Jamaica 
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Holland, New-York 
Unity, Canaan 
Steuben, Newburgh 
St. John’s, Warwick 
La Fayette, Armenia 
Washington, Clermont 
Livingston, Kingston 
Montgomery, Stillwater 
Amicable, Whitestown 
Ontario, Canandarqua 
Aurora, Hampton 
Huntington, Huntington- 
Paine, Armenia 
Livingston, Kingsbury 
Freehold, Freehold 
Union, Newton 
Harmony, Catskill 
Rural, Cambridge 
Federal, Hosick 
Cartlandt, Corgandt 


Howard, New-York 
Amicable, Herkemer 
Franklin, Ballstown 
Columbus, Frederickstown 
T rinity , New-Y ork 
Phoenix, New-York 
Otsego, Cooperstown 
Schoharie Union, Schoharie 
Montgomery, Broadalbin 
Orange, Waterford 
Patriot, Pittstown 
Canaan, Canaan 
Orange, Goshen 
St. Andrew’s, Stanford 
Westchester, Westchester 
Beekman, Beekman 
Apollo, Troy 
Cocsackie, Cocsackie 
North Star, Salem 
Aurora, Fairfield 
Temple, Albany 
Liberty, Granville 
Steuben, Steuben 
Western Star, Unadilla 
Suffolk, Smithtown 
Bath, Bath 

Scipio, Scipio or Aurora 
Morton, Hampstead 
St. Paul, Canajoharie 
James’s, Middletown 
Moriah, Marbletown 
Montgomery, Rhinebeck 
Rensselaer, Rensselaerville 
Adoniram, Franklin 
Sharon Felicity, Sharon 
Montgomery, Montgomery 
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L Union Prancaise, N. York 
Hiram, Mount-Pleasant 
Morton, Westchester 
Salem, North Salem 
Walton, Duanesburg 
Homer, Schaticoke 
Franklin, Charlestown 
United Brethren, Cazeifevia 
Tioga, Union 
Village, Marcellus 
Schodach, Schodach 
Roman, Rome 
Federal, Paris 


Fortitude, Brooklin 
Horizontal, Frederick 
Abrams, New-York 
Washington, New-York 
Warren, New-York 
Morton, Schenectadj 
Asylum, Coe y mans 
Henum, Aurelius 
Adelphi, New-York 
Erin, New-York 
Albion, New-York 
Morton, New-York 
L’Sincerite, New-York 
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CONSTITUTIONS, &c. 


fcHAP. I. 

Of the Temper and Qualities requisite in thosewH 
would be Free and Accepted Masons. 

B EFORE we enter upon the duties of the operative 
Mason , in the various offices and stations to 
which he may be called in the Lodge, it is proper to 
give some account of the temper and qualities, which 
are absolutely requisite in all who aspire to partake 
of the sublime honors and advantages belonging to 
those who are duly initiated into the mysteries , and 
instructed in the art of ancient Masonry. 

SECTION I. 

\ Concerning God and Religion*. 

Whoever, from love of knowledge, interest, or 1 
fcuriosity, desires to be a Mason , he is to knpw that, 
as his foundation and great corner-stone, he is to be- 
lieve firmly in the eternal God, and to pay that wor- 
ship which is due to him, as the great Architect 
and Governor of the universe* A Mason is also 
obliged, by his tenure, to observe the moral law, as 
a true Noachida* ; and if he rightly understands the. 
royal art, he cannot tread in the irreligious paths of 
the unhappy libertine, the deist, or stupid atheist, 

* Sons of Noah ; the first name for Free Masbn* 
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nor, in any case, act against the great inward light 
of his own conscience. 

He will likewise shun the gross errors of bigotry 
and superstition ; making a due use of his own reason, 
according to that liberty wherewith a Mason is made 
free. For although, in ancient times, the Christian 
Masons were charged to comply with the Christian 
usages of the countries where they sojourned or 
worked (being found in all nations, and of divers re- 
ligions and persuasions) yet it is now thought most 
expedient that the brethren in general should only be 
charged to adhere to the essentials oi religion in which 
all men agree ; leaving each brother to his own private 
judgment, as to particular modes and forms* Whence 
^t follows, that all Masons are to be good men and true 
—men of honor and honesty, by whatever religious 
names or persuasions distinguished ; always follow- 
ing that golden precept of u Doing unto all men as 
(upon a change of conditions) they would that all 
men should do unto them. M * 

Thus, since Masons, by their tetmre, must agree 
jn the three great articles of Noam, Masonry be- 
comes the centre of union among the brethren, and 
the happy means of conciliating, and cementing into 
one body, those who might otherwise have remained 
at a perpetual distance ; thereby strengthening and 
not weakening the divine obligations of Religion and 
LoVe ! 

SECTION J I. 

Concerning Government and the Civil Magistrate • 

Whoever would be a true Mason, is further to 
know that, by the rules of his art, his obligations as 
a subject and citizen will not be relaxed but enforced. 
He is to be a lover of quiet, peaceable and obedient 
to the civil powers, "which yield him protection, and 
are set over him where he resides or works ; so far 
as they infringe not the limited bounds of reason and 
religion. Nor can a real craftsman ever be concern- 
ed in plots against the state, or be disrespectful’ to 
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the magistracy ; because the welfare of his country 
is his peculiar care. 

But if any brother, by forgetting for a time the 
rules of his craft, and listening to evil councils, 
should unhappily fall into a contrary conduct, he is 
not to be countenanced in his crimes or rebellion 
against the state ; but he forfeits all benefits of the 
Lodge, and his fellows would refuse to associate or 
converse with him in private, while he continues iii 
his crimes ; that neither offence nor umbrage may 
be given to lawful governments. But such a person 
rs still considered as a Mason , his character as such 
being indefeasible ; and hopes are to be entertained, 
that the rules of the craft may again prevail, with 
him, over every evil council and device that might 
have led him astray. 

From this quiet and meek temper of true Masons, 
and their constant desire to adorn the countries where 
they reside with all useful arts, crafts or improve- 
ments, they have been, from the earliest ages, en- 
couraged and protected by the wisest rulers of states 
and commonwealths, who have likewise thought it 
an honor to have their names enrolled among the 
fraternity. And thus Masonry having always flourish- 
ed most in the most flourishing and peaceable times 
of every country, and haviag often suffered in a par- 
ticular manner through the calamitous effects of war, 
bloodshed and devastation, the craftsmen arc there- 
fore the more strongly engaged to act agreeable lo 
the rules of their art, in following peace and love i as 
far as possible, with all men. 

SECTION III. 

Concerning private Qjalitie* and Duties , 

In regard to himself , whoever would be a Mason 
should know how to practise all the private virtues. 
He should avoid all manner of intemperance or ex- 
cess, which might obstruct his performance of the 
laudable duties of his craft, or lead him into crimes 
v 2 
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which wpuld reflect dishonor upon the ancient fra- 
ternity. He is to be industrious in his profession, 
and true to the Lord and Master he serves. He is to 
labour justly, and not to eat any man’s bread for 
nought ; but to pay truly for his meat and drink. 
What leisure his labour allows, he is to employ in 
studying the arts and sciences with a diligent mind, 
that he may the better perfom all his duties, as afore- 
said, to his Creator, his country, his neighbor and 
himself. For, in a few words* — t: To walk humbly 
in the sight of God, to do justice, and to love mer- 
cy,” are the true indispensible characteristics of a 
real Free and accepted Mason. 

For the better attainment of these shining quali- 
ties, he is to seek and acquire, as far as possible, "the 
virtues of patience, meekness, self-denial, forbear- 
ance, and the like, which give him the command over 
himself, and enable him to govern his Vwn family 
with affection, dignity and prudence ; at the same 
time checking every disposition injurious to the 
world, and promoting that love and service, which 
brethren of the same Lodge or household owe to each 
other. Therefore, to afford succour to the distressed, 
to divide our bread with the industrious poor, and to 
put the misguided traveller into the way, are quali- 
ties inherent in the craft, and suitable to its dignity. 
But though a mason is never to shut his ear unkindly 
to the complaints of any of the human species ; yet 
when a brother is oppressed or suffers, he is in a 
more peculiar manner called to open his whole soul 
in love and, compassion tQ him, and to relieve with- 
out prejudice, according to his capacity. 

It is further necessary that all who would be true 
Masons should learn to abstain from all malice and 
slander, evil-speaking, back-biting, unmanerly, scorn- 
ful, provoking, reproachful and ungodly language ; 
and that he should know how ter obey those who 
are set over him on account of their superior 
qualifications as Masons, however inferior they may 
be in worldly rank or station. For although Mason- 
ry divests no man of his temporal honors, or titles* 
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frut on the contrary highly respects them, ^et, in the 
j Lodge, pre-eminence of virtue and knowledge in the 
royal art, is considered as the true fountain of all no* 
bility, rule and government. 

The last quality and virtue which we shall mention 
as absolutely requisite in those who would be Masons, 
h that of Secrecy ; which indeed from its importance, 
ought to have held the first place in this chapter, if it 
had not been intended to treat of it, more fully, as a 
conclusion of the whole. 

So great stress is laid upon this particular quality 
of virtue, that it is enforced among Masons under the 
strongest penalties and obligations ; nor, in their es- 
teem, is any man to be counted wise, who is void of 
intellectual strength and ability sufficient to cover and 
conceal such hones r secret’s as are committed to 
him, as well as his own more serious affairs. Both 
sacred and profane history teaches us that numerous 
virtuous attempts have failed of their intended scope 
and end, through defect of secret concealment . 

The ancient philosophers and wise men (the princes 
of whom were Masons) were so fully persuaded of the 
great virtue of secrecy, that it was the first lessou 
which they taught their pupils and followers. Thus* 
in the school of Pythagoras , we find it was a rule 
that every noviciate was to be silent for a time, and 
refrain from speaking, unless when a question was 4 * 
asked ; to the end that the valuable secrets which he 
had to communicate might be the better preserved 
and valued. Lycvrgus made a perpetual law, oblig- 
ing every man to keep secret whatever was committed 
to him, unless it were fo the injury of the state. And 
CaTo , the Roman Censor, told his friends, that of 
thr'e things (if ever he happened to be guilty) he al- 
ways repented, viz. — 1st. If he divulged a Secret ; 
2 cl. If he went on water, when he might stay on dry 
land; and 3dly. If he suffered a day to pass without 
doing (or endeavouring to do) some good. We also 
read that the Persian law punished the betraying of a 
secret more grievoudy than any other crime. 
b 3 
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Nor is the virtue of secrecy recommended only by 
the wisest heathen philosophers and law-givers’ ; but 
likewise by the fathers of the church, and by inspired 
writers and law-givers. 

St. Ambrose places tjie patient gift of silence a- 
xnong the principle foundations of virtue ; and the 
wise king Solomon deems the man unworthy to 
reign or have any rule over others, who cannot com- 
mand himself, and keep his own secrets. A discoverer 
of secrets he deems infamous and a traitor ; but him. 
that conceals them he accounts a faithful brother . 
“ A tale-bearer,” says he “ revealeth secrets ; but he 
“ that is of a faithful spirit concealeth them. Dis- 
“ cover not a secret to another, lest he that heareth 
“ it put thee to shame, and thine infamy turn not 
“ away— he that keepeth his tongue, keepeth his own 
u soul.” To the same purpose, in the book of Ec- 
clesiasticus, (chap, xxvii.) we meet with the follow- 
ing beautiful passages, worthy to be forever recorded 
in the hearts of all masons— 

“ Whosoever discovereth secrets, loseth his cre- 
dit, and shall never find a friend to his mind. Love 
thy friend, and be faithful unto him ; but if thou be- 
wrayeth his secrets, follow no more after him : For 
as a man hath destroyed his enemy, so hast thou lost 
the love of thy neighbor : As one that letleth a bird 
go out of his hand, so hast thou let thy neighbour go* 
and shall not get him again. Follow after him no 
snore, for he is too far off ; he is as a roe escaped 
out of a snare. As for a wound, it may be bound up ; 
and after reviling there may be reconcilement : But 
he that bewray eth secrets is without ho/ic**' 

Thus far hath been spoken of the internal qualities 
and virtues required in all who aspire to the sublime 
honor and advantage of becoming Free and accepted 
Masons. We speak next of the external qualities and 
the steps to be pursued, in order to obtain initiation 
and admission into a duly warranted Lodge pf ancient 
York Masons. * 

£* it known to you then, in the first place, That 
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no person is capable of bee min 5 a member of such a 
Lodge, unless (in addition cO the qualities and virtues 
mentioned above, or at least a disposition and capacity 
to seek and acquire them) he is also u free born ; of 
mature and discreet age ; of good report ; of sufficient 
natural endowmrnts, and the sense of a man, with an 
estate, office, trade, occupation, or some visible way 
of acquiring an honest livelihood, and of working iij 
his craft, as becomes the members of this ancient and 
most honorable fraternity, who ought not only to earn 
what is sufficient for themselves and families, but like* 
wise something to spare for works„of charity, and for 
supporting the ancient grandeur and dignity of the 
royal craft. Every person desiring admission must 
also be upright in body, not deformed or dismember- 
ed at the time of making, but. of hale and entire 
limbs, as a man ought to be.’* 

Thus, you see, a strict, although private and im- 
partial, inquiry will be made into your character and 
ability, before you can be admitted into any Lodge ; 
and by the rules of Masonry, no friend, who may wish 
to propose you, can shew you any favor in this res- 
pect. Put if you have a friend who is a Mason, and 
is every way satisfied in these various points an dpar- 
ticulars, his duty is described as follows, viz. 

SECTION IV. 

' Concerning the proposing new Members in a Lodge • 

“ Every person desirous of being made a Free, Ma- 
son in any Lodge shall be proposed by a mtirnber 
thereof, who shall give an account of the candidate’s 
name, age, quality, title, trade, place of residence, 
description of his person, and other necessary requi- 
sites, as mentioned in the foregoing sections. And 
it is generally required that such proposal be also se- 
conded by some one or more members, who likewise 
know something of the canditate. Such proposal 
shall also be made in Lodge hours, at least one night 
before initiation \ in order that the brethren may have 
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sufficient time and opportunity to make a strict inquiry 
into the morals, character and circumstances of the 
Candidate ; for which purpose, a special committee is 
sometimes appointed.” 

“ Thb brother who proposes a candidate shall, at 
the same time, deposit such a sum of money for him 
as the rules or bye-laws of the lodge may require ; 
which is forfeited to the Lodge if the candidate should 
not attend according to his proposal ; but it is to be re- 
turned to him if he should not be approved or elected. 
In case he is elected, he is to pay, in addition to his 
deposit, such further sum as the laws of the Lodge 
may require, and clothe the Lodge or make some 
other present, if his circumstances will admit, and the 
brethren agree to accept the same for the benefit of 
the craft, and of distressed members.” 

Having shewn that a strict inquiry will be made 
into your character, justice requires, that you should 
also be advised to be alike circumspect on your side, 
and to make inquiry into the character of the Lodge 
into which you desire admission ; for there is no ex- 
cellence without its opposite, and no true coin without 
its counterfeits. ; 

In the first place, then, you have a right, before 
admission, to desire your friend to shew you the war- 
rant or dispensation by which the Lodge is held ; which, 
if genuine, you will find to be an instrument printed 
or written upon parchment, and signed by some no- 
ble Grand Master, his Deputy, and Grand Wardens, 
and Grand Secretary ; sealed with the Grand Lodge 
Seal : constituting particular persons, therein named, 
as Masters and Wardens, with full power to congre- 
gate and hold a Lodge at such a place, and therein 
44 make and admit Free-Masons, according to the 
most ancient and honorable custom of the royal craft, 
In all ages and nations, throughout the known world, 
with full power and authority to nominate and chusc 
their successors, &c. 

You may also request the perusal of the bye-laws, 
which, being short, you may read in the presence of 
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your friend ; or he will read to you, and shew you also 
a list of the members of the Lodge ; by all which you 
will be the better able to judge, whether you would 
chuse to associate with them, and submit to be confor- 
mable to their rules, being thus free to judge for your- 
self, you will not be liable to the dangers of deception, 
nor of having your pocket picked by imposters, and 
of being perhaps afterwards laughed at into the bar- 
gain ; but on the contrary, you will be admitted into 
a society, where you will converse with men of honor 
and honesty ; be exercised in all offices of brotherly 
love ; and be made acquainted with mysteries of which 
it is not Lawful to speak further, or to reveal out qf the 
fodge* 


CHAP. II. 


Of the General Regulations among the ancient 
York Masons. 

*T T AVING in the foregoing chapter treated as 
XT briefly as possible “ of the temper and qualities 
required in those who wish to become Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons,’* next will follow those General Regu- 
lations, old as well as new, which more immediately 
concern operative Masons ; avoiding prolixity, and 
the insertion of such old regulations as are explained 
or supplied by subsequent ones, universally received 
and now in force in all the Lodges. 

SECTION I. 

Concerning a Lodge audits Government • 

1. A Lodge is a place in which Masons meet to 
•work. The assembly, or organized body of Masons, 
is also called a Lodge ; just^s the word Church is ex- 
pressive both of the congregation of the people, and of 
the place in which they meet to worship. 

9. The qualities requisite ia those who are to be 
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admitted as members of a Lodge have been fully men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter ; and it is only neces- 
sary to repeat here in general that they are to be w men 
of good report, free born, of mature age, hale and 
soOnd, not deformed or dismembered at the time of 
their making. 0 

3. A Lodge ought to assemble for work, at least 
dice in each calendar month ; and must consist of one 
Master, two Wardens, senior and junior, one Secre- 
tary, one Treasurer, and as many members as the 
Master and the majority of the Lodge shall from time 
to time think proper ; although more than forty or fif- 
ty, when they can attend regularly, as the wholesome 
rulefc of the craft require, are generally found inconve- 
nient for working to advantage, and therefore when a 
Lodge comes to be thus numerous, some of the ablest 
master-workmen, and others under their directicn, 
will obtain leave to separate, and apply to the Grand 
Lodge for a Warrant to work by themselves, in order 
to the further advancement of the craft, as the laws 
hereafter to be delivered will more particularly shew. 
But such warrant cannot be granted to any number dt 
Mason®* nor Cah a new Lodge be ioriped, unless there 
be among them three Master Masons, to be nomi- 
nated and installed officers, for governing and instruct- 
ing the brethren of such Lodge, and promoting them 
in due time, according to their merit. 

4. When men of eminent quality, learning, rank 
or wealth, apply to be made and admitted into the 
Lodge, they are to be accepted with proper respect, 
aftef due examination : for among such are often 
found thofe who afterwards prove good lords, or foun- 
ders of work; excellent officers and the ablest design- 
ers, to the great honor and strength of the Lodge. 
From among them also the fraternity can generally 
have some noble, honorable or learned Grand Master 
and other Grand Officers. But still these brethren 
are equally subject to all the charges and regulations, 
except in what more immediately concerns operative 
Masons, and their preferment, as well as the prefer- 
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incnt of all other Masons, must be governed by the 
general rule ; that is to say, founded upon real worth 
and personal merit, and not upon mere seniority of 
any other particular rank or quality. 

5. In order that due decorum be observed, while 
the Lodge is engaged in what is serious or solemn, 
and for the preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 
a brother well skilled in the Master’s part, shall be 
appointed and paid for tyling the Lodge door, during 
the time of communication. 

6. Evjsry Lodge shall keep a book containing their 
bye-laws, the names of their members, with a list of 
all the Lodges under the same Grand Lodge, and 
united in general communication , with the usual times 
and places of meeting in such Lodges, and such other 
necessary parts of their transactions as are proper to 
be written. 

7. No Lodge shall make more than five new brethren 
at one time, unless by dispensation from the Grnnd 
Master, or Deputy in his absence ; nor shall any per- 
son be made or admitted a member of a Lodge with- 
out being proposed one Lodge night before, that due 

notice may be given to all the members to make the 
necessary inquiries into the candidate’s character, and 
that there may be such unanimity in the election and 
admission of members as the laws require ; nor can 
there be any dispensation in this case, because una- 
nimity is essential to the being of every Lodge, and 
its own members are the best judges in this matter ; 
for if it were allowed that any foreign or even superior 
jurisdiction might impose a fractious or disagreeable 
member upon them, it might destroy their harmony, 
and would intrench upon their Jiberty, to the great 
injury, if not the total dissolution of such Lodge. 

8. Every Lodge has the right to keep itself an en- 
tire body, and therefore no number of brethren can 
withdraw or separate themselves from the Lodge in 
which they were made, or were afterwards admitted 
members, unless such Lodge become too numerous 
for working ; nor even then, unless they pay all due# 
to their Lodge, and give them notice that they intend 
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to apply to the Grand Lodge for a dispensation to se& 
parate in which case, if a dispensation is granted^ 
they must either join themselves to such other Lodgd 
as shall unanimously consent to receive them ; or* the/ 
must obtain a warrant from the Grand Lodge 1 6 form 
themselves into anew Lodge. And ho set of Masons, 
without such warrant, shall evei* take upon themselves 
to work together, or form any Lodge* 

9. The majority of every particular Lodge, wheA 
duly congregated, have the privilege of instructing 
their Masters and Wardens for their conduct in the 
Grand Lodge, and quarterly communications ; and 
all particular Lodges, in the same general comtnunU 
Cation shall as much as possible, observe the s&tnd 
rules and usages, and appoint some of their members 
to visit each other in the different Lodges as often as 
it may be convenient. 

10. The Precedency of Lodges is grounded on the 
Seniority of their constitution. 

11. If any Lodge shall cease to iheet regularly, for 
twelve months successively, its constitution shall be 
forfeited, and 1 its name erased out of the Grand Lodge 
Book. 

12. That no Lodge shall make a Mason, except 
one made for the purpose of being a Tylcty for a less 
sum than Fourteen Dollars. 

13. That there shall be no funeral processions of 
Masons, in the city of New-York, without permission 
from the Grand Master or his Deputy, nor in an£ 
other part of the State, without stich permission, or 
the permission of a regular constituted Lodge. 

SECTION II. 

The ancient manner of constituting a Lodge. 

A New Lodge, for avoiding many irregularities* 
should be solemnly constituted by the Grand Master* 
with his Deputy and Wardens ; or in the Grand Mae- 
ter's absence, the Deputy acts for his Worship, the 
Senior Grand Warden as Deputy, the junior Grand 
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Warden as the senior, and the present Master of 
Lodge as the junior : Or if the Deputy is also ab- 
sent, the Grand Master may depute either of his 
Grand Wardens, who can appoint ethers to act as 
Grand Wardens, pro tempers*. 

Th* Lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
new Master and Wardens being yet among their fel- 
lows, the Grand Master shall ask his Deputy if he has 
examined them, and whether he finds the Master well 
skilled in the noble science and the royal art, and duly 
instructed in our mysteries, &c. The Deputy, an- 
swering in the affirmative, (shall by the Grand Mas- 
ter’s order) take the candidate from amongst his fel- 
lows, and present him to the Grand Master, saying- 
— u Right Worshipful Grand Master, the brethren 
here desire to be formed into a regular Lodge ; and 
I present my worthy brother A. B. to be (installed) 
their Master, whom, I know to be of good morals 
and great skill, true and trusty, and a lover of the 
whole fraternity, wheresoever dispersed over the face 
of the earth. *' 

Then the Grand Master, placing the candidate on 
his left hand, and having asked and obtained the un- 
animous consent of the brethren, hall say (after some 

* When fconstitutions are requiu J, and where the 
distance is so great as to render it impossible for the 
Grand Officers to attend, the Grand Master, or his 
Deputy, issues a written instrument, under his hand 
and private seal, to some worthy brother, who has 
been properly installed Master of a Lodge, with full 
power to congregate, install, and constitute the peti- 
tioners. 

If the Grand Master, or Deputy, be absent, or, 
through sickness, rendered incapable of acting, the 
Grand Wardens, and Grand Secretary, jointly, may 
issue a like power under their hands and seal of the 
Grand Lodge ; provided the Grand Master has first 
signed a warrant for holding such new Lodge : But 
the Grand Wardens must never issue any Masonic 
writings under their private seal or seals* 
e ?.'*• 
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other ceremonies and expressions) u I constitute and 
form these good brethren into a new regular Lodge* 
and appoint you Brother A. B. the Master of_it, 
not doubting of your capacity and care to preserve 
the cement of the Lodge* &c. 

Upon this the Deputy, or some other brother for 
him, shall rehearse the charge of a Master ; and the 
Grand Master shall ask the candidate* saying* Do 
you submit to these charges as Masters have done in 
all ages ? And the new Master signifying his cordial 
submission thereto, the Grand Master shall, by cer- 
tain significant ceremonies and ancient usages, install 
him, and present him his warrant, the Book of Con* 
stitutions, the Lodge Book, and the instruments of 
his office, one after another; and after each of them 
the Grand Master, his Deputy, or some brother fof 
him* shall rehearse the charge that is suitable to tbp 
thing present. 

Next the members of this new Lodge, bowing alto- 
gether to the Grand Master* shall return his Worship 
their thanks, according to the custom of Masters, and 
shall immediately do homage to their new master, and* 
as faithful craftsmen, signify their promise of subjec- 
tion & obedience to him, by the usual congratulations# 

The Deputy and Grand Wardens, and any other 
brethren who are not members of this new Lodge* 
shall next congratulate the new Master, and he shall 
return his becoming acknowledgements, as Master' 
Masons, first to the Grand Master and grand officers* 
and to the rest in their order. 

Then the Grand Master orders the new Master t& 
enter immediately upon the exercise of his office, and , 
calling forth, his senior Warden, a fellow craft* (Mas- 
ter Mason) presents him to the Grand Master for hip 
Worship’s approbation, and to the new Lodge for 
their consent : upon which the senior or junior Grand 
Warden, or some brother for him, shall rehearse th# 

• Thet were called fellow-crafts, because the 
tons of old times never gave any man the title o$ 
Master Mason until he had first passed the chair.' 
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jtharge of a Warden, kc. of a private Lodge, and he 
fcfgnifying his cordial submission thereto, the new 
'^faster shall present him singly with the several in- 
struments of his office, and, in ancient manner and 
<due form, install him* in his proper place. 

In like manner, the new Master shall call forth his 
junior Warden, who shall be a Master Mason, and pre- 
sented, as above, to the junior Grand Warden, or some 
other brother in his stead, and shall, in the above man* 
tier, be installed in his proper place ; and the brethren 
of this new Lodge shall signify their obedience to 
,these new Wardens, by the usual congratulations 
due to Wardens. 

The Grand Master then gives all the brethren jo y 
’of their Master and Wardens, kc . and recommends 
harmony, &c. hoping their only contention will be, a 
laudible emulation of cultivating the royal art, and the 
social virtues. 

Then the Grand Secretary, or some brother fop 
him, by the Grand Master’s order, in the name of 
the Grand Lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
Lodge duly constituted No. kc. 

Upon which all the new Lodges together, after the 
custom of . Masters, return their hearty and sincere 
thanks for the honor of this constitution. 

Thp Grand Master also orders the Grand Secre- 
tary to register this new Lodge in the Grand Lodge 
Book, and to notify the same to the other particular 
Lodges ; and after some other ancient customs and 
demonstrations of joy and satisfaction, he orders the 
senior Grand Warden to close the Lodge. 

’SECTION III . — Concerning the Behaviour of Masons^ 
ad Members of a Lodge.— 1. Of A tendance 

Every brother ought to belong to some regular 
Lodge, and should always appear therein properly 
jeloathed, and in clean and decent apparel, truly sub- 
jecting himself to all its bye-laws and the general re- 

* The Grand Wardens generally install the War- 
dens at the new institutions ; as being best qualified 
for transacting such business. 
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gulations. He must attend all meeting!, whetbat 
stated or emergent, when duly summoned, unless bfc 
can offer to the Master and Wardens such plea of ne- 
cessity for his absence as the said laws and regular 
tions may admit. 

By the ancient rules and usages of Masonry, whicfi 
are generally adopted among the bye-laws of etfery 
Lodge, no plea was judged sufficient to excuse any 
absentee, unless he could satisfy the Lodge that he 
Wussick, lame, in confinement, upwards of three miles 
from the place of meeting, or detained by some ex- 
traordinary and unforeseen necessity, 

2. Of Working . 

All Masons should work faithfully and honestly. 
All the working hours appointed by law, or confirm- 
ed by custom, are to be strictly observed’under the 
penalties and fines hereafter to be laid down. The 
hours of working are — u from seven o’clock in the 
evening till ten, between the 25th of March and the 
25th of 'September ; and from six till nine between 
ahe 25th of September and the a5th of March. M 

The Master and brethren shall faithfully finish their 
work, whether task or journey ; nor shall they take the 
work at task which hath been accustomed to journey. 

None shall envy a brother’s prosperity, nor supplant 
or put him out of his work, if capable of finishing it. 

All Masons shall meekly receive their wage* 
without murmuring, nor desert the Master till the 
work is finished. They must avoid all unbecoming - 
modes of expression, and call each other brother. 
They shall instruct the younger brethren to beeping 
bright and expert workmen. But, as free and ac- 
cepted Masons, they must not allow Cowans to work 
with them ; nor even be themselves employed by 
Cowans, without an urgent necessity. And when 
such necessity happens, they shall have a separate 
communication, and not suffer Cowans to learn from 
them.; nor any laborer to be employed in the proper 
work of Free Masons.' 

3. Of Behavior in the Lodge while often. . 

W tuts the Lodge is open for work, Masons must 
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hold no private conversation or committees* without 
leave from the Master ; nor talk of any thing foreign 
or impertinent to the work in hand, nor interrupt the 
Master or W ardens, or any brother addressing him- 
self to the Chair; nor act ludicrously while the Lodge 
is .engaged in what is serious or solemn ; but every 
.brother shall pay due reverence to the Master and 
Wardens, and all his fellows, and put them to worship* 

Every brother found guilty of a fault shall stand 
to the award of the Lodge, unless he appeals to the 
Grand Lodge. 

No private piques, or quarrels about nations, fa- 
milies, religion or politics, must be brought within 
the doors of the Lodge ; as being directly contrary to 
the rules already laid down— Masons, as such, being 
there declared to be the oldest catholic and universally 
acknowledged religion, likewise of all nations ; bound 
to live upon the square, level and plumb of each other ; 
following the steps of their predecessors in cultivate 
-ing the peace and harmony of the Lodge without dis- 
tinction of sect or political party. 

14* Of Behavior after the Lodge is closed , and before the 
Brethren defwrt home « 

When, the Lodge is closed, and the labor finished 
the brethren before they depart home to their rest, 
>may enjoy themselves with innocent mirth, enlivened 
and exalted with their own peculiar songs and sub- 
lime pieces of music ; treating one another according 
to ability, but avoiding all excess and compulsion, 
both in eating and drinking ; considering each other, 
in the hours both of labor and festivity, as always free. 
And therefore no brother is to be hindered from go- 
ing home when he pleases ; for although, after Lodge 
hours, Masons are as other men, yet if they should 
fall into excess, the blame, though unjustly, may be 
cast upon the fraternity, by the ignorant or the envi- 
ous world# 
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SECTION IV. — •Cancer, tig' the Behavior of JWbierifr, 
i'i thtir private Character— l. When a number of 
Brethren happen to meet , •without any Strangers amorig 
them , and not in a farmed Lodge . 

Tn such case you are to salute each other in a cour- 
teous manner, as you are, or may be instructed in the 
Lodge, calling each other brother ; and freely com- 
municating hints of knowledge, but without disclos- 
ing secrets, unless to those who have given long proof 
of their taciturnity and honor; and taking care in all 
your actions and conversation that you are neither 
overseen or overheard of strangers. In this friendly 
intercourse, no brother shall derogate from the res- 
pect due to another, were he not a Mason. For tho* 
all Masons as brothers, are upon the level, yet Ma- 
sonry, as was said in a former section, divests no man 
of the honors due to him before, or that may become 
due after, he was made a Mason. On the contrary, it 
increases his respect, teaching us to add to all his 
other honors, those which as Masons we cheerfully 
pay to an eminent brother ; distinguishing him above 
all his rank and station, and serving him readily ac* 
cording to our ability. 

2 When in the presence of Strangers who are not Masons* 
Before those who are not Masons, you must be 
cautious in your words and carriage ; so that the most 
penetrating stranger shall not be able to discover what 
is not proper to be intimated. The impertinent and 
ensnaring questions, or ignorant and idle discourse of 
those who seek to pry into the secrets and mysteries 
of the craft, must be prudently answered and managed, 
or the discourse wisely diverted to another subject, 
as your discretion and duty shall direct. 

3. When at home and in your Neighborhood . 
Masons ought to be moral men, fully qualified $$ 
is required in the foregoing sections, and charges. 
Consequently they should be good husbands, good 
parents, good sons and good neighbors ; avoiding all 
excess injurious to themselves or families, and wise 
as to all affairs, both of their own household and of 
the Lodge, for certain reasoas known to themselves. 
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>4** Of Behavior tower ds a Foreign Brother or Stranger* 

- You are cautiously to examine a stranger or foreign 
brother as prudence and the rules of the craft direct, 
that you may not be imposed upon by a pretender ; 

if you discover any one to be such, you are to re- 
iject him with scorn, taking care to give him no hints# 
But such as are found to be true and faithful, you are f 
to respect as brothers, according to what is directed 
above ; relieving them, if in want, to your utmost pow- 
er ; or directing them how to find relief, and employ- 
ing them if you can, or else recommending them to 
-employment. 

3# Of Behaviour behind a Brother's back as well as befrt 
his face . 

, Free and accepted Masons have ever been charged 
to avoid all manner of slandering, and backbiting of 

• true and faithful brethren, with all malice and unjust 
resentment, or talking disrespectfully of a brother’s 
« person or^performance. Nor must they suffer others 
to spread unjust reproaches or oaiumnies against a 
brother behind his back, nor to injure him in his for- 
tune, occupation or character ; but they shall defend 
such a brother, and give him notice of any danger or 

. injury wherewith he may be threatened, to enable him 
to escape the same, as far as is consistent with honor, 
prudence, and the safety of religion, morality, and 

* state, but no further. 

6. Concerning Difference and Law-Suits y if any such 
should unhappily arise among Brethren • 

If a brother do you injury, or if you have any dif- 
ference with him about any worldly or temporal bu- 
siness or interest, apply first to your own or his Lodge, 
to have the matter in dispute adjusted by the brethren. 
And if either party be not satisfied with the determin- 
ation of the Lodge, an appeal may be carried to the 
Gr«^nd Lodge ; and you are never to enter into a law- 
suit, till the matter cannot be decided above. And 
* if it be a matter that wholly concerns Masonry, law- 
suits are to be entirely avoided, and the good advice 
of prudent brethren is to be followed, as they are the 
best referees of such differences. 
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But where references are either impractical or Opt* 
successful, and courts of law or equity must at fast 
decide, you must still follow the general rules of Ma- 
sonry already laid down, avoiding all wrath, malice* 
rancour, and personal ilUwill, in carrying on the scut 
with, a brother ; neither saying nor doing any things 
to prevent the continuance or renewal of that brother- 
ly love and friendship which are the glory and cement 
-of tide ancient fraternity* 

Thus shall we shew to all the world the benign ii** 
fiuence of Masonry, as wise, true and faithful brethren* 
before us, have done from the beginning of time ; and 
as all who shall follow us, and would be thought w6tv 
thy of that name, will do till architecture shall be dis- 
solved with the great fabric of the world, in the last 
general conflagration ! 

These charges and sueh others as- shall be given to 
you, in a way that cannot be written, you are strictly 
and conscientiously to observe ; and that they may be 
the better observed they should be -read or made 
known to new brethren at their making ; and at other 
times as the Master shall direct. • 1 

AMEN ! SO MOTE IT BE ! 

'Of the Master of a Lodge, hia Election, Office & Duty* 

- No brother can be Master of a Lodge till he hat 
first served the office of a Warden somewhere ; unless 
in extraordinary cases, or when a new Lodge is to he 
formed, and no past or former warden is to be found 
amongst the members. In such cases, three Master 
Masons, although they have served in no former of- 
fices (if they be well learned) may be constituted Mas- 
ter and Wardens of such new Lodge or of any old 
Lodge in the like emergency. 

The Master of every Lodge shall be annually 
chosen, by ballot on the stated Lodge night, next be- 
fore the festival of Saint John the Evangelist/ Each 
free member hath one vote, and the Master two voter 
where the number of votes happens to be equal.; 
otherwise he has but one vole. * . 

When the ballot. is closed, the former Master shgft 


Digitized by Google 



CONSTITUTIONS, 


n 

then carefully examine the ballots, * and audibly de* 
dare him that hath the majority of votes duly elected. 

The Master-elect shall then nominate one for the 
senior Warden’s chair, and the present Master and 
brethren shall nominate one in opposition ; and in case 
of such nomination, both of them shall withdraw till 
the ballot is closed as aforesaid; after which they 
shall be called before the Master, and the ballots shall 
be examined and declared by him as above directed ; 
and in like manner shall the Lodge proceed in the 
choice of all the inferior officers; great care being- 
^ken that none be put in nomination, for favor or af- 
fection, birth or fortune, exclusive of the considera- 
tion of real merit, and ability to fill his office, for the 
honor and advancement of Masonry. No Mason 
chosen into any office can refuse to serve, without in- 
curring the penalties laid down in the chapter of fines, 
unless he has served in the same officeJt>efore. The 
Master of every regular Lodge, thus duly elected and 
installed, has it in special charge, (as appurtenant to 
his office, duty and dignity) to see that all the bye- 
laws of his Lodge, as well as the general regulations 
from the Grand Lodge, be duly observed ; that his 
Wardens discharge their office faithfully, and be ex- 
amples of diligence and sobriety to the craft ; that 
Itrue and exact minutes and entries of all proceedings 
be made and kept by the Secretary ; that the Trea- 
surer keep and render exact and just accounts of the 
Stated times, according to the bye-laws and orders of 
the Lodge ; and in general, that all the goods and 
monies belonging to the body be truly managed and 
dispensed, according to the vote and direction of the 
majority, 

• The Master shall further take care that no appren- 
tice or fellow-craft be taken into his house or Lodge, 
unless he has sufficient employment for him, and finds 
him to be duly qualified, according to the rules be- 
fore laid down, for learning or understanding the sub- 
lime mysteries of the art. Thus shall such appren- 
tices, when expert in the business of their apprentice- 
ship, be admitted* upon furthtfc- improvement:* as 
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fellow-prafts ; and, in due time, be raised to the subjr 
lime degree of Master-Masons ; animated with the 
prospect of passing in future through all the higher 
honors of Masonry, viz. those of Wardens and Mas- 
ters of their Lodges, and perhaps at length Granq 
Wardens and Grand Masters of all the Lodges, 
according to their merit. ^ 

The master of a particular Lodge has the right 
and authority of calling his Lodge, or congregating 
the members into a chapter, at pleasure, upon the ap* 
plication of any of the brethren, and upon any emeiS 
gency and occurrence which in his judgment may rq«* 
quire their meeting ; and he is to fill the Chair wheq 
present. It is likewise his duty, together with his 
Wardens, to attend the Grand Lodge, at the quarter* 
ly com munica; ions, and also the Steward's Lodge, 
and such occasional or special grand communication! 
as the good of the craft may require, when duly sum- 
moned by the Grand Secretary, and within such rea- 
sonable distance of the place of holding the Gran'4 
Lodge, as the laws of the same may have ascertained 
on that head. When the Grand or Steward’s Lodge, 
and at general as well as special communications, \ he 
Master and Wardens t or either of them, have full 
power and authority to represent their Lodge, and ,to 
transact all matters relative thereto, as well and truly 
as if the whole body were there present* 

The Master has the right of appointing some 
brother, who is most commonly the Secretary of th* 
Lodge, to keep the book df bye-laws, and other law! 
given to the Lodge, by the proper authority ; and in 
this , book shall also he kept the names of all the mem- 
bers of the Lodge, and a list of all the Lodges within 
the same grand communication, with the usunl time! 
and places of their meeting* w 

That no Lodge be removed without the masts r # s 
knowledge, nor any motion made for that purpose in 
the Lodge when he is absent. But if the master be 
present, and a motion be made for moving the Lodge 
to some other more convenient place, within the din 
trict assigned jn th£ warrant of $uch Lodge, and i| 
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fhe said motion be seconded, the master shall order 
summonses to the members of the Lodge, specifying 
the business, and appointing a day for hearing and 
determining the affair, at least ten days before, and 
the determination shall be made by the majority. But 
if the master is not of the majority, the Lodge shall 
Hot be removed, unless full two*thirds of the member* 
present have voted for such removal. 

But if the master refuse to direct such summon* 
to be issued, upon a motion duly made as aforesaid, 
then either of the Wardens may direct the same, and 
if the Master neglect to attend on the day fixed, the 
Warden may preside in determining the affair in the 
tnannar above prescribed. But the Lodge shajl not, 
in the Master’s absence, on such special call, enter 
tfpon any other cause or business, but what is parti*, 
cularly mentioned in the said summons.* 

If the Lodge is thus regularly ordered to be remove 
ed, the Master or Warden shall send notice to the 
Grand Secretary, that such removal may be notified 
and duly entered in the Grand Lodge books at the. 
Hext Grand Lodge. 

N. B. It is also a good method to have a certificate 
from the Grand Lodge, that such removal hath been 
allowed, confirmed, and duly registered in their 
books ; which will be a business of course, unless an 
appeal be lodged against such removal by the minority, 
and then a hearing will be given to both parties in the 
Grand Lodge, before such Ftmoval be confirmed or 
registered in the books. 

SECTION VI. *-Of (fie Wardens of a Lodge . 

1. None but Master-Masons can be Wardens o t 
& Lodge. The manner of their eltction, and several 
of their duties, being connected with the election and 
duties of the master, have been mentioned in the 
former section. 

2. The senior Warden succeeds to all the duties 
of the master, and fills the Chair when he is absent. 
Or if the master goes abroad on business, resigns* 
demits, or is deposed, the senior Warden shall forth- 
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With fill his place till the next stated time of electors 
And although it was formerly held, that in such cased' 
the Master’s authority ought to revert to the last 
past Masterfwho is present, yet it is now the settled 
rule that the authority devolves upon the Senior War** 
den, and in his absence, upon the Junior WardefF* 
even although a former Master be present. But thi 
Wardens will generally wave this privilege in honor 
of any past Master that may be present, and will cafl 
on him to take the Chair, upon the presumption of. 
his experience and skill in conducting the business of 
the Lodge. Nevertheless such past Master still dfef 
rives his authority under the Senior Warden, and 
cannot act until he congregates the Lodge. If none 
of the officers be present^nor any former Master to 
take the Chair, the members according to seniority 
and merit shall fill the places of the absent officers. , 

The business of the Wardens in the Lodge is, ge- 
nerally, to assist the Master in conducting the bus^ 
ness thereof, and managing the craft, in due order 
and form, when the Master is present : and in doing 
his duties, as above set forth, when he is necessarily 
absent, all which is to be learned from the foregoing 
section, particular Lodges do likewise, by their byd- 
laws, assign particular duties to the Wardens for their 
own better government j which such Lodges have a 
right to do, provided they transgress not the old land- 
marks, nor in any degree violate the true genius an^ 
spirit of Masonry. 

SECTION VII .—Of the Secret art of a Lodge; * 

The Secretary shall keep a regular register or re* 
cord of all transactions and prpceedings of the Lodge, 
that are fit to be committed to writing ; which shall 
be faithfully entered in the Lodge-books, from the mi-* 
nutes taken in the open Lpdge, after being duly read, 
amended, if necessary, and approved of, before the 
close of every meeting ; in order that the said trans* 
actions, or authentic copies thereof, may be laid bt* 
fore the Grand Lodge, once m every quarter, if re* 
quired* ' 
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r J* -particular, the secretary shall keep exact lists of 
al] the members of the Lodge, with the times of ad- 
mission of all new members ; and annually, on. or be- 
fore the first Wednesday in June, shall prepare, and 
send to the Secretary of the Grand Lodge, the list o t 
members for tjie time being, which shalj be signed not 
pnly by the new installed officers of each Lodge, but 
also by the last past officers ; to the intent that the 
Grand Secretrry, and consequently the members of 
the Grand Lodge, may be at all times enabled to 
know the names and number of members in each 
Lodge under their jurisdiction, with the hand-writing 
of the different officers ; and to pay all due respect to 
the brethren recommended or certified by them from 
time to timei 

! SECTION VIIT, — Of the Treasurer of a Lodge. 

TheT reasurer is to receive and keep exact accounts 
of all monies raised, or paid in according to rule, for* 
the advancement of the Lodge and benefit of the bre- 
thren ; and to pay all orders duly drawn upon him by 
the authority of the Lodged lie is to keep regular en- 
tries both of his receipts and disbursements ; and to 
have his books and vouchers always ready for examin- 
ation at such stated times as the bye-laws require, or 
when specially calltd upon by order of the Master 
and brethren. 

_ The Treasurer is likewise to have the charge and 
custody of the chest, jewels and furniture of the 
Lodge ; unless when the Master and majority may 
judge it more convenient to appoint some other res- 
ponsible brother for that particular duty ; or when 
the officers of the Lodge may take the charge imme- 
diately upon themselves. The warrant in particular is 
jn the charge and custody of the Master, 

SECTION IX. — Of the Tyler qf a Lodge . 

- Thk Tyler shall be a Master Mason, of knowledge 
and experience ; and generally a brother is to be pre- 
ferred, to whom the fees of the office may be neces- 
tmry and serviceable, on account of his particular cits 
pumstances. 
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His duty is fixed by custom and known to e^dTf 
brother; and his chief charge is, not to admit any pci 4 - 
son, not even a member, while the Lodge is sittings 
without the knowledge and consent of the presiding 
officer ; neither shall he admit any visitor, that is not 
a member of a warranted Lodge, a second time) so* 
journers producing certificates excepted, 

— %» 

CHAPTER III. 

SECTION I .—Of the Grand Lodge in general* 

T HE Grand Lodge consists of, and is formed by, 
the Masters and Wardens of all the regular par- 
ticular Lodges upon record, with the Grand Master 
at their head, the Deputy Grand Master on his left, 
and the Grand Wardens in their proper places ; at- 
tended also by the Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Tyler, Grand Pursuivant, and other necessary 
officers, as will be explained in their proper places. 
But though the Master and Wardens of all Lodges on 
record have seats and a voice in every Grand Lodge- 
General, yet particular Grand Lodges are composed 
properly of the officers of the different regular Lodges 
under the same distinct Grand Jurisdiction ; and to 
form such Grand Ix>dge, there must be present, on 
due and legal notice, no less than the Masters and 
Wardens of five regular Lodges, together with one a t 
least 1(and where possible or convenient, all) of the 
Q rand officers at their head. 

/ 

No ntw Lodge is owned, nor can their officers be 
admitted into the Grand Lodge, until such new Lodge 
is first regularly .constituted by the authority of the 
Grand Lodge, and registered in the same. 

All past Grand Masters, past Deputy Grand Mas- 
ters, past Grand Wardens, and past Masters of war- 
ranted Lodges on record, whilst they continue mem- 
bers of any regular lodge, are likewise, by courtesy, 
as well as by custom, considered as members of. and 
ad nUtted to vote in aft Grand Lodges. By courtesy 
also, past Grand Secretaries, and Grand Treasurers, 
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J*ave the same privilege of sitting in all the Grand 
Lodges, and voting in such matters* as, by the rules of 
the grand lodge, they rxj^Jht or could have voted in, 
while in office. 

No Master, Warden, or other member of the grand 
lodge. shall ever attend the same, without the jewels 
which he ought to wear in his own particular lodge, 
wxcept for some good and sufficient reason to be allowed 
of in the grand. lodge. And when the officer of any 
particular lodge, from such urgent business or neces- 
sity as may regularly plead his excuse, cannot per- 
sonally attend the Grand Lodge, he may nominate 

* and send a brother of his lodge, with his jewel and 
cloalhing, to supply his room, and support the honor 
of his lodge in the Grand Lodge, provided such bro- 
ther hath heretofore been in the same office with tl}e 
brother who deputes him, or in some higher office* 

- And, that if a single brother is deputed to represent 
all the officers of any particular lodge, and consequent- 
ly such lodge itself, in the Grand Lodge, he ought 
not to be under the rank of a past Master, or one who 
bath otherwise duly past the Chair in some regular 
-lodge. 

* A Brother of eminence, and of the rank of Master, 
having business, or whose attendance is necessary 
in any point of evidence or intelligence, m*y be ad- 

emitted into the Grand Lodge upon motion, or leave 
asked and given ; but suck brother thus admitted shalji 
no vote, nor be allowed to speak to any question, 
.without leave, or unless desired to give. bis opinion, 

* Tue Grand Lodge must meet four times a year 
^statedly, for quarterly communications, and shall also 
i have occasional meetings and adjournments monthly 

or otherwise, as business may require ; and such meet- 
ings shall be held in the Grand Lodge room only, un- 
. less for some particular reason the Grand Master 
should think fit to appoint some other place of special 
meeting. 

All matters in the Grand Lodge are determined 
by a majority of votes, each member having one vote, 
and the Grand Master two yates, unless the Grand 
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. Lodge leave any particular thing to the determination 
of the Gi and Master, for the sake of expedition. 

The main business of il% Grand Lodge, whether of 
quarterly communications or other meetings, is seri- 
ously to discourse of, and sedately to consider, transact 
and settle all matters that concern the prosperity: of 
the craft and the fraternity in general, or private lodges 
and single brethren in particular. Here, therefore* 
all differences that cannot be made up and accom- 
modated privately, nor by a particular lodge, are to be 
seriously considered and decided. And if any bro- 
ther think himself aggrieved by such decision, he may 
by lodging an appeal in writing with the Grand Se- 
cretary, have the matter re-heard, and finally deter- 
mined upon at the next ensuing quarterly communi- 
cation, provided it be not the annual Grand Lodge, or 
either of the festivals of St. John ; on which, by the 
new and wise regulations, it is agreed and ordered 
that no petitions or appeals shall be heard, nor any 
business transacted, that tends to interrupt the har- 
mony of the assembly, but all shall be referred to the 
next Grand Lodge, or Steward’s Lodge. And in ge- 
neral, whatever business cannot be transacted or finish- 
ed at any one meeting of the Grand Lodge, may be 
'either adjourned to the next meeting of the same, or, 
m the mean while, referred to a proper committee, 
to be by them maturely heard, considered and report- 
ed upon to the said next meeting. 

It is the prerogative of the Grand Lodge, and the 
Right Worshipful Grand Master has full power and 
and authority, (when the grand lodge is duly assem- 
bled) to make or cause to be made in his Worship’s 
presence, free and accepted Masons at sight, and such 
making is good ; but they cannot be made out of bis 
Worship’s presence, without his written dispensation 
for that purpose ; nor is any warranted Lodge obliged 
to receive any of the persons so made as members, 
except by vote, and with the full consent of the body 
of such Lodge. But the Right Worshipful Grand 
Master, with the authority of the Grand Lodge, may 
grant them a warrant, and form them into a new 
Lodge. 
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v 8 officers of all private lodges, under the juris- 
diction* of the grand lodge, shall at every quarterly 
communication, (except the country lodges, which 
shall annually on or before the festival of St. John the 
Baptist) deliver an exact list of such members as have 
' been made, or even admitted by them, since the last 
preceding communication ; and books shall be kept 

• j in the grand lodge, by some able brother to be ap- 

pointed Grand Secretary, in which the said lists and 
returns shall be duly recorded, together with all the 
lodges in communication, the usual times and places 
of their forming, and the names of all their members. 
In the said books are also to be registered, all the 
proceedings and other affairs of the grand lodge, which 
are proper to be written. 

The Grand Lpdge shall likewise consider of the 
most prudent and effectual means of collecting and 
managing what ihpney may accrue to the general cha- 
rity fund, agreeable to the rules hereinafter insetted 
for that purpose* Atid for the better conducting of 
this business they must have a treasurer, whose duty 
and privileges, as a member of the grand lodge, will 
be laid down under the head of grand treasurer. 

SECTION II.— *9/ the Election of the Guano Master. * 

Th e Grand Lodge must meet in some convenient 
place, in order to elect new or re-appoint the old offi- 
cers, and such election, or re-appointment, shall 
Aeki or made on the first Wednesday in June, in 
order that the grand lodge may be completely organiz- 
ed, and duly prepared for the celebration of the annu- 
al feast, and other important business of. the season. 

But although it is the inherent right of the grand 
lodge to choose a new grand master, as well as his 
deputy and other grand officers yearly by ballot, if a 
majority of the grand lodge should so require, yet 
such has been the harmony of all grand lodges, as 
far back as can be remembered, a few instances only 
etfoepted* that the general usage for the reappoints 

• ment or new election of the Grand Master and other 
grand officer^ is as follows, viz, 

d 2 
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Application is to be made to the present Grand 
Master by his deputy, or, if he neglects it, by some 
other brother appointed by the grand lodge, at least 
one month before St. John the Baptist’s day, in order 
to ; know whether it will be convenient for his Worship* 
to favor or honor the fraternity with his services and 
continuance in office for another year. I f he consents 
to continue, then one of the grand lodges, deputed for 
that purpose, shall represent to the brethren his wor- 
ship’s good government and other valuable qualities i 
and, in the name of the grand lodge, shall humbly* 
request the favor or honor of his continuance in of- 
fice another year. If he accepts of this nomination/ 
and re-appointment in such address to the lodge as be 
may think suitable and proper, the Grand SiCREfAtor 
shall thrice proclaim him aloud 

Grand Master of Masons . 

All the members of the grand lodge shall then sa- 
lute him in due form (if present) according to the an- 
cient and laudable custom of Masons. 

But if on such application (to be made as aforesaid 
one month at least before St. John the Baptist’s day) 
the present grand master should declare it incon* 
venient for him to continue another year in office, his , 
advice and remommendation are then to be requested , 
concerning some able and fit brother as his successor, 
who on .the day of election is to be proposed to the 
grand lodge, with any other brother or brethren who 
may be put in nomination by two or more members. * 
And the election shall be made either by holding up of 
hands or by ballot, as may be agreed by the majority* 
on motion made and seconded for that purpose ; pro- 
vided always, that the brother recommended by the 
Grand Master in office, as his successor, be the first * 
voted for, either by holding up the hands or by ballot, 
and if he is not chosen, the other candidates in the or- 
der they were proposed, till one has the majority of* 
voices or ballots. When the election is thua made, 
he is to be proclaimed, installed and saluted, as above 
set forth; if present j bijt if not present a day is to 
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Appointed for this ceremony, which is a most noble 
and grand one, but not to be described in writing, nor 
ever to be known by any but true Master Masons* 
The ceremony of installing the new grand master is 
So he conducted by the last grand master, but he may 
nevertheless order any brother well skilled in the ce- 
remony to assist him, or to act as his deputy on the 
occasion* 

Ir the present Grand Master should be at a distance 
from the grand lodge at the time proposed for request- 
ing his continuance in office, or his recommendation 
of a successor ; or if the successor he may recoip. 
mend should be at a distance, the grand Secretary 
shall in behalf of the lodge, write to one or both of 
them as the case may require, in order to be inform- 
ed of their intentions, should the choice or appoint- 
ment of grand Master fall upon them ; and copies of 
such letters, as well as of the answers, shall be in- 
serted in the grand Lodge books. 

Ik case the new grand Master, when nominated or 
chosen as above, cannot attend at the time appointed 
for his installment, he may be installed by proxy, on 
signifying his acceptance of the office ; but such proxy 
must be either the last or a former grand Master, or 
else a very reputable past Master. 

SECTION III .— Of the Election or Jfifiointment of the 

DePUHT GRAND MASfERi 

The last Grand Master thus continued, or a neW 
grand Master thus appointed and installed, it hath al- 
ways been considered as his inherent right to nomi- 
nate and appoint the Deputy Grand Master, either the 
last or a new one ; because as the grand Master is ge- 
nerally a brother of the first eminence, and cannot be 
supposed able to give his attendance on every emer- 
gency, it hath been always judged necessary not only 
to allow him a deputy, but that such deputy should 
be a person in whom he can perfectly confide, and 
with whom he can have full harmony ; for which Tea** 
son it is proper that the grand Master should have 
{he nomination of his deputy ; although; ** aforesaid; 
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cases may arise when the grand Lodge may exercise 
the right of rejecting the grand Master’s nomination, 
and of choosing for themselves ; of which cases (al- 
though they seldom happen) a majority of the lodge 
can only be judges. The deputy grand Master being 
thus continued, or a new one appointed or chosen as 
above, he shall be proclaimed, saluted and congratu- 
lated in due form on his first appearance in the lodge * 
for neither the Deputy nor the grand Wardens can be 
allowed to appear by proxy, this being the sole pcfe-. 
rogative of the grand Master. • 

SECTION IV .— Of the Election of Grand Wardens*. 

The grand Lodge has the right of electing the grand 
Wardens, and any member has a right to propose 
one or both the candidates, either the old Wardens, 
or new ones ; and the ttVo persons who have the ma^ 
jority of votes or ballots, still preserving due harmony* 
.are declared duly elected. 

SECTION V . — Of the JVoTnination , a/ifiointment , and 
office of the Grand SecreTart . 

The office of grand Secretary hath become of very 
great importance in the grand lodge, from the multi- 
plicity of matters committed to his care, and from 
the abilities and learning requisite in the management 
of them. All the transactions of the lodg'e are to be 
drawn into fotrn and duly recorded by him. All pe- 
titions, applications and appeals are to pass through 
his hands. No warrant, certificate or instrument of 
writing from the grand lodge is authentic without his 
attestation and signature, and his affixing the grand 
seal as the laws require. The general correspondence 
with lodges and brethren over the whole world, is to 
•be managed by him agreeable to the voice of the grand 
lodge, and directions of the grand Master or his de- 
puty ; whom he must, therefore, be always ready to 
attend, with his assistants or clerks, and the books of 
the lodge, in order to give all necessary information 
concerning the. general state of matters, and whatis 
-proper to be dtgte upon any emergency* 
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For these reasons, at every annual election or ap- 
pointment of grand officers, ‘the nomination or ap- 
pointment of the grand Secretary is considered as the 
inherent right of the grand Master, being prp|>erly his 
Amanuensis, and an officer as necessary to him as his 
", Deputy. It is therefore held, under the old regulati- 
ons, which yet stand unrepealed, that if the grand 
lodge should disapprove either of the Deputy Grand 
Master, or Grand Secretary, they cannot disannul thdf 
appointment without choosing anew grand Master, by 
which all his appointments will be rendered void. 
But this is a case which hath but very seldom hap- 
pened, and which all true Masons hope there never 
will beany occasion to make a provision against. 

The Grand Secretary, by virtue of his office, is a 
member of the grand lodge, and .hath the right of ap- 
pointing his own assistant or clerk. But such assist- 
ant or clerk must be a Master Mason, and shall not 
be a member of the grand lodge by virtue of his ap- 
pointment, nor speak without being permitted, unless 
he hath otherwise a right, by having passed the chair 
in the grand or some regular private lodge. 

SECTION VI .— Of the Election and Office of Gram* 
Treasurer , 

Tub Grand Treasurer is elected by the body of the 
grand Lodge, in the same manner as the grand War- 
dens ; he being considered an officer peculiarly re* 
sponsible to all the members in due form assembled 
ao having the charge of their common stock and pro- 
perty. For to him is committed the care of all money 
raised for the general charity and other uses of the 
grand Lodge ; an account of which he is regularly to 
enter into a book, with the respective uses for which 
the several sums are intended. He is likewise to pay 
out, expend or disburse the same upon such orders, 
signed, as the rules of the grand lodge in this respect 
shall allow to be valid. 

Thu grand Treasurer, by virtue of bis office, is a 
member of the grand lodge. He hath a right to ap- 
point an assistant or clerk, who must be a Master Ma« 
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von, but shall hare no vote, nor be a member of this 
grand Lodge, nor speak without being permitted* *»• 
less otherwise entitled to a seat or vote. 

The Grand Treasurer, or his assistant or clerk, 
shall always be present in the lodge, and ready to at- 
tend the grand Master and other grand officer*, with 
’ his books for his inspection when required ; and like- 
wise any grand committee that may be appointed for 
adjusting and examining his accounts. 

SECTfON VII . — Of the Grand Ttl&r. and GbjJ& 
Pursuivant. 

These officers of the grand lodge must be Master 
Masons, but none of them are members of the grand 
lodge, nor allowed to speak without orders. The Tr- 
ier’s duly is to guard the door on the outwardside, la 
see that none but members enter, and to summon the 
members on special occasions and emergencies, by or- 
der of the grand Master or his deputy, signified to hinv 
under the hand of the grand Secretary, or his assist- 
ant or clerk. 

The business of the Pursuivant is to stand at the in. 
wardside of the door and to report the names and titles- 
of all who want admittance, as reported to him by the 
Tyler. He is also to go upon messages, and perform 
sundry other services known only in the lodge. 

The Grand Deacons, whose duty is well known in 
the grand lodge, as particular assistants to the grand 
.Master and senior Warden in conducting the business 
of the lodge, are always members of the same ; aud 
may be either nominated occasionally on every lodge 
night, or appointed annually by the grand Master 6r 
presiding officer. 

These in general are the present duties of these 
officers ; and when any thing further shall be made 
their duty in the grand Lodge, it will be explained by 
a new regulation. t 

SECTION VIII . — General Rules for conducting t%c 

businsss of the Graud Lodge , in case of the absence of ' 

any grand officers • 

If the Grand Master is absent at any meeting pf 
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the grand Lodge, stated or occasional) the deputy is 
to supply his place* 

If the Deputy be likewise absent, the senior grand 
Warden takes the chair, and in his absence the junior 
grand Warden. All grand officers, present and past, .. 
take place of every Master of a lodge, and the pre- 
sent grand officers take place of all past grand officers* 
^Nevertheless, any of them may wave their privi- 
lege, to do honor to any eminent brother and past 
Master, whom the Lodge may be willing to place in 
the chair op any particular occasion. 

If neither of the present or past grand officers are 
present at any grand Lodge duly summoned, the Mas- 
ter of the senior private lodge who may be present 
is to take the chair, although there may be Masters 
of lodges present, who are older Masons than him. 

, Bu t to prevent disputes, the grand Master, when he 
finds he must be necessarily absent from any grand 
Lodge, usually gives a special commission, under his 
hand and seal of office, countersigned by the grand 
Secretary, to the senior grand Warden, or in his- ab- 
sence to the junior, or in case of the absence of both, 
■to any grand officer or particular Master of a lodge, 
past or present, to supply his place, pro hac vice , if 
the deputy grand Master should not attend, or be ne- 
cessarily absent. 

But if there be no special commission appointing 
matters otherwise, the general rule of precedence is, 
•that the junior grand Warden supplies the place of 
the senior in his absence ; and if both are absent the 
eldest former grand Wardens take place immediately* 
and act as grand Wardens, pro tempere , unless, asr 
above said, they should wave their privilege. 

When neither the grand Warden, of the present, 
nor of any former year, are in company, the grand 
Master, or he that legally presedes in his stead, calhf 
forth whom he pleases to act as deputy grand Masted 
and grand Wardens pro tempore, although the prefer* 
•nee is generally given to the Master or past Masted 
of the oldest lodge present* The presiding grand of* 
fete* has the further privilege of appointing a Secre* 
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tary or* other grand officers *flro tempore if sekherthd 
stated officers, nor the Deputies of Bach of them; as 
Have a right to nominate a deputy be present} fortbe 
business of the lodge must never stand still for want ok 
officers. " 

* In case of the death of a Grand Master, the same 
order of succession and precedency takes place, ^as i* 
above set forth, till a new grand Master is doiycheseifc 
and installed. ' <■ • 

Old Grand Officers may be again chosen officer* 
of private lodges, and this does no deprive them of any . 
of the privileges to which, as old grand officers, they 
are entitled in the grand lodge ; only an old grand 
officer, being the officer of a private lodge, must de* 
pute a past officer of his particular lodge to act pro 
tempore for him in the grand Lodge, when he asoend* 
to his former rank in the same. 

SECTION IX . — Of Grand Visitations , Communications $ 
Annual Feasts, iScr 

- Thr Grand Master with his Deputy, the Grandr 
Wardens and Grand Secretary, shall, during Hi* 
Mastership, or if possible annually, go at least once 
round, and visit all the lodges under his jurisdiction ; 
or when this laudible duty becomes impracticable* 
from the extent of bis jurisdiction and lars^number 
of lodges, he shall as often as necessary, anSrif possi- 
ble annually, appoint visitors, of different districts/ 
Composed of his grand officers and such other assists 
ants as he may think proper, who shall make faithful 
jpeport of their proceedings to the grand Lodge, ac* 
cording to the instructions given them. . - « 

When both the grand Masters are absent, the se> 
»tor or junior grand Warden may preside as Deputy 
in visiting lodges, or in constituting any new .lodges 
neither of which can be dene without at least one of 
the present grand officers, except in places at too 
great a distance from.the grand lodge. In such casfe 
some faithful brother, who has, passed the chair, Soot 
shall have a proper deputation under the .grand Lodge 
seal, if the order is made in the absence of the grand 
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blaster and his deputy, or under their prhrate scale* 
if they are present and sign the same. But it must 
also be countersigned and attested by the grand Se- 
cretary, to have the full* authority of the grand lodge. 
Under such authority, the brother so appointed shall 
act as grand Master,/*rorew/iore, in visiting old lodges 
or constituting new ones, in places far distant from 
the seat of the grand Lodge, and in remote countries* 
or beyond seas, where the grand officers cannot pos** 
ably attend. 

The brethren of all the regular lodges, in the same 
general jurisdiction and grand communication, if with- 
in any reasonable, and practicable distance, shall meet 
in some convenient place on St. John's Day, and whett 
business is over, they may celebrate the festival either 
m their own or any other regular lodge, as they shall 
think most convenient. And any brethren around the 
globe (who are found true and faithful members of 
the ancient craft) may be admitted as sojourners. 

Only those who are members of the grand Lodge 
must be within doors, during the election of grand 
officers. 

, SECTION X . — Particular Rule a in the Grand Lodge 
of New^York* 

Every Grand Lodge has an inherent power and au- 
thority to make local ordinances and new regulations, 
as well as to amend and explain the old ones, for their 
own particular benefit and the good of Masonry in ge- 
neral ; provided always, that the ancient land marks 
be carefully preserved, and that such regulations be 
first duly proposed in writing for the consideration of 
the members, and be at last duly enacted with the 
consent of the majority. This has never been disput- 
ed ; for the members of every grand Lodge are the 
true representatives of all the fraternity in communi* 
nication, and are an absolute and independent body* 
with legislative authority, provided, as aforesaid, that 
&£ grand Masonic Constitution be never violated, no* 
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any of the old land marks removed* Upon these 
principles, the following particular rules have been 
made, or adopted, in the grand Lodge of New-Yoifc* 
via. 

1. ‘The quarterly communication of alhthelodgfes 
#< under the Masonic jurisdiction of this grand Lodge 
4 shall be held in the grand Lodge room, at the city of 
i New-York, on the four following days annually for 
4 ever; that is to say, on the first Wednesday in 
4 March, June, September, and December ; and the 
4 different lodges are to attend on these days, by: their 
4 proper officers of deputies, with or without notice 
4 for that purpose/ 

2. 4 Non* but a MasterMason, who has passed-tbe 
4 chair in some regular 'Lodge, and is a resident or 
4 honorary member of the lodge he is chosen to re- 
4 present, can be admitted as the proxy of such Lodge 
4 nor have a voice in the ^proceedings af this grand 
4 Lodge. And his commission, as proxy, must 1>c 
4 under the seal of the lodge that appointed him, sign- 
4 ed by the Master, and countersigned by the Secre- 
4 tary/ 

3. 4 Evert member of this grand Lodge shall pay 
4 quarterly into the Treasury of the same, Fifty Cents, 
4 and the same sum on default of attendance at any 
4 Quarterly Meeting ; without such excuse as the bye- 
4 laws admit to be reasonable. 

4. 4 Evert member of a constituted lodge, under 
4 this grand Lodge, shall pay twelve and an half cent* 
4 quarterly to the Charity fund of the same ; except 
4 the members of the lodges in the city of New-York, 
4 who shall pay quarterly twenty-five cents. 

5. 4 Evert person who obtains the benefit of Ma- 
4 sonry in any regular Lodge, under the jurisdiction 
4 of this grand Lodge, shall pay one dollar and twenty- 
4 live cents to the charity fund of the same ; except 
4 those who are initiated in any of the Lodges in thee 
4 city of New-York, who shall pay two dollars and fifty 
4 cents ; all which dues shall be made good by every 
4 particular lodge to the .grand Lodge, at least once a 
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•ryeari at the communication previous to St. John the 

• Baptist’s day : except in the city of New-York, in 
« which such dues shall be paid quarterly. 

6. 4 Every brother who shall be returned by his 

• Lodge, and registered in the grand Lodge-books, 

• shall pay twelve an an half cents to the grand Secret 
« tary for the same. 

7. 4 Every member of a Lodge, requiring a grand, 

• Lodge certificate, shall pay to the grand Secretary 

• one dollar and fifty cents. Nor is any member en- 

• titled to such grand certificate without a previous 

• certificate from the lodge of which he is a member, 

• setting forth his regular behaviour, and that he hath 

• discharged all lodge dues.' 

8. 4 All petitions for warrants, shall come recom- 
4 mended by the officess of the lodge nearest to the 

• place where the new one is to be erected.* 

9 . 4 No Charter or Dispensation for holding a lodge 

• of Masons, shall be granted to any person or per- 
« sons whomsoever, residing out of this state, if within 
4 the jurisdiction of any other grand Lodge. 'f 

SECTION XL— Regulations for the Government of 
the Gfijvn LodcMj during the time of fiublit Bun- 
nexa. 

1. No brethren shall be admitted into the grand 
Lodge, but the members thereof, except by permis- 
sion. 

2. At the third stroke of the grand Masters gavel, 
there shall be a general silence ; and he who breaks 
silence without leave from the chair, shall be subject 
to a public reprimand. 

S. Unuer the same penalty every brother shall 
keep bis seat, and observe strict silence whenever the 
Grand Master or presiding officer shall think fit to rise 
from the chair and call to order. 

* Adopted 4th December, 5 79$. - 
t Adopted 7th December, 5798- 
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4* In the grand Lodge, every member shall keep "in 
his seat (according to the number of his lodge) and 
not move about from place to place during the commu- 
nication. 

5. No brother is to speak more than once to the 
same afiair, unless by permission. 

6. Evert one that speaks shall rise and keep stand- 
ing, addressing himself in a ^proper manner to the 
chair ; nor shall any presume to interrupt him, under 
the aforesaid penalty ; unless the grand Master find 
him wandering from the point in hand, and shall 
think fit to reduce him to order ; for then the said 
speaker shall sit down : but after he is set right he 
may again proceed. 

7. Ir, in the grand Lodge, any member is twice 
called to order at any one assembly for transgressing 
these rules, and is guilty of a third offence of the same 
nature, the chair may peremptorily order him to quit 
the Lodge-room for that night. 

ft. Whoever shall be so rude as to ridicule any 
brother, or what another says or has said, he may be 
forthwith solemnly excluded the Communication, and 
declared incapable of ever being a member of any 
grand Lodge for the future, till another time he pub- 
licly own his fault, and his grace be granted. 

9. Every motion for a new regulation, or for the 
continuance or alteration of an old one, shall be first 
handed up in writing to the chair ; and after it has 
been perused by the grand Master, may be moved 
publicly ; it shall then be audibly read by the Secre- 
tary ; and if seconded, must immediately be commit*, 
ted to the consideration of the whole assembly, tha$ 
their sense may be fully heard ; after which the quest 
tion shall be put. 

10. The opinions or votes of the members are to 
be signified by holding up of hands ; which uplifted 
hands the grand Wardens are to count, unless the 
number be so unequal as to render the counting them 
unnecessary. Nor should any other kind of division 
ever bt admitted among Free Masons* 


Digitized by Google 



* 

CONSTITUTIONS. 45 

In order to preserve harmony, it is necessary to 
tr$e counters and a balloting-box, when occasion re* 
quires. 

44 My son, forget not my Law } but let thine heart keeft 
44 my Commandment s ; and remorve not the ancient land 

44 marks which thy fathers have set 

_ \ 

SECTION XIL— The Regulations of the CoMMirrzz 
of CitARirr . 

1. The Committee of Charity consists of all, pre- 
sent and former grand officers, Secretary and Trea- 
surer, with the. Masters of all the regular Lodges : 
who are summoned and obliged to attend, to hear all 
petitions, &c. and to order such relief to distressed 
petitioners, as their cases may require, and prudence 
may dictate. 

2. All collections, contributions, and sums of mo- 
■ ney for charitable purposes, given or belonging to the 

grand Lodge fund, are to* be deposited in the hands 
~ of the grand T reasurer, or such other persons as the 
grand Lodge may specially appoint ; no part of which 
must be disbursed or expended on any account, with- 
out an order from the Committee of Charity, signed 
by the presiding officer, and countersigned by the Se- 
* cretary, after being approved by the majority of the 
committee, or Stewards* then present, and entered in 
their transaction-book, with the name or names oT 
the person or persons to whom the same is given. 

. S. No anonymous letter, petition, or recommenda- 
tion, by or from any person or persons, must be in- 
troduced or read in the committee ; and only register- 
ed Masons, who have themselves contributed twelve, 
months to the grand Lodge Charity Fund, and were. 
' members of a warranted lodge during that time* are 
to be considered and relieved. Sojourners, and tra- 
:: veiling Masons, if duly certified and Recommended*. 
«u# to be relieved by private contributions made fort 
' £ 2 - 
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them on the occasion, or out of the general fnnd/«*~ 
the majority ahali think proper* ■ ** 

4. All petitions or recommendations are to be sign* 

ed by the Master and Wardens of the petijjuoner’s 
I<odge-; some of whom, if in town, must attend the 4 ' 
Committee or Steward’s lodge, to answer any necea- 
aary questions. The petitioner or petitioners, (if with- 
in any convenient distance, or unless detained by sick- 
ness, or other sufficient cause) must also attend, and 
prove to the satisfaction of the Committee or Stewards, 
that he or they have been formerly in reputable, or at 
least in tolerable circumstances. And although any 
brother may send in a petition, or recommendation, 
yet none can be admitted to sit and hear the debates, 
except the Stewards, or members of the committee, 
as above described. * 

5. It is the inherent right of the committee, com- 
monly called the Steward’s Lodge, to dispose of the 
grand charity fund, under the restrictions aforesaid, 
to such as appear really necessitous and deserving, 
cither by weekly support or otherwise, as to them 
shall seem meet ; provided always, that no person 
made in a clandestine or unconstitutional manner, 
nor any brother who has ever assisted at any such 
making, shall ever be entitled to receive any assist- 
ance out of the said fund, 

6. This Committee has likewise power to hear and 
adjust all matters concerning Tree Masons and Ma*^ * 
sonry, that may be laid before them, (except making 
new regulations, which power is vested only in the 1 
grand Lodge ;) and the determinations of the commit* * 
tee are final, unless an appeal be made to the Quarter* 

Iy Grand Lodge. 

7. For the speedy relief of distressed petitioner*, 
three of the Masters who are summoned are a quorum 
to proceed to business, as prudence shall direct, with ‘ 
or without the grand officers ; provided the grand Se- 
cretary and the books are present. And all transac- 
tions of this committee of charity, or Stewards lodge, 
are to be read audibly, by tjie said grand Secretary, 


Digitized by Google 



CONSTITUTION tit* 

before all the members of the grand Lodge, upon the 
first Wednesdays in March. June, September, and 
December, yearly. 

8. So far as this committee shall exercise the pow- 
er vested in them, to hear complaints and punish de- 
linquents, according to the laws of the craft, they are 
instructed to adhere most religiously to the following 
regulation, viz. ‘ If a complaint be made against a 
4 brother, by another brother, and he be found guil- 
4 ty, be shall stand to the determination of this com* 

4 mittec, or the grand lodge. But if the accuser or 
4 complainant cannot support his charge, he shall in- 
i cur suqh penalty as the said committee shalldeera 
4 just.’ 

9. The Steward’s Lodge shall meet quarterly, as 
follows, viz. On the last Wednesday in February, 
May, August, and Nbvember, annually ; at which 
times the dues of the Lodges in the city of New- York 
are to be paid, and irt default thereof, each negligent 
lodge shall be precluded from the benefits and privi- 
leges of the grand Lodge, during such default or neg- 
ligence. 

‘Resolves, It is the opinion of this grand lodge, 

4 that a brotherly connection and correspondence with 
4 the Right Worshipful Grand Lodges in North-Ame- 
4 rica, France, England, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
4 West-Indies, will be productive of honor and ad- 
4 vantage to the craft.* 

4 Ob diked, That the Grand Secretary shall trans- 
4 nait the names of the officers of this Grand Lodge to 
4 the Secretaries of the Grand Lodges aforesaid, year- 
4 ly, or as often as any new choice is made ; together 
4 with such information as may tend to the honor and 
4 interest of the ancient craft : And that all such in- 
4 formation, or correspondence shall be conveyed in 
4 the most respectful terms, such a9 may suit the ho* 

4 nor and dignity of the craft.* 
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CHAPTER IV. 




CHARGES, PRAYERS, &c. 


A short Charge to a new admitted Mason*- 
BROTHER, 

’VTDU are now admitted by the consent of this lodge* 
X a fellow of our most ancient and honorable So- 
ciety — ancient, as having subsisted from time imme- 
morial — and honorable, as tending in every particular 
to do honor to those who conform to its noble precepts. 
The greatest monarchs, and most exalted heroes and 
patriots, of all ages and countries throughout the 
known world, have been encouragers of the Royal Art ; 
and many of them have presided as Grand Masters in 
their respective territories ; not thinking it any lessen- 
ing of their dignities to level themselves with their 
brethren in Masonry, and to act upon the same square 
as they did. 

The world’s great architect* is our Supreme Mas- 
ter ; and the unerring rule he has given us, is that by 
which we work. Religious disputes are never suffer-* 
ed within the Lodge; for, as Masons, we Only* pursue 
the universal religion of nature. This is the centre' 
which unites the most different principles in osie*sa- 
credband, and brings together those who were the 
most distant from one another. / * 

Therp are three general heads of duty which Ma- 
sons ought always to inculcate, viz. to God, our neigH- 4 
bour and ourselves, — to God, in never mentioning hiv 
name but with that reverential awe w.hich a creature 4 
ought to bear to his Creator, and to look upon hiih 
always as the aummum bonum which we Game into the 
world to enjoy, and according to that view to regu- 
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our pursuits — our neighbor, in acting 
the Square, or doing as we would be done by — 
selves, ^ in avoiding all intemperance. ^.and e^xceSSj 
whereby we may be rendered incapable of following 



^ttH\ne'vofeS 



•y-:lN the state, a Mason is to -.be have as a peaceable 
and dutiful subject, conforming ■ chear fully to the go- 
vernment und^v which he lives. l r 
; / ./Jk is to. j?ay •n-.due deference to his superiors : and 
' ft^w^his^fed^^. he is rather to receive honor with 
rel ucgS SSb^^P' to extort it. He is to be a man 
SJ^rity, wot sitting down content- 
^ l^^tures, but much more his bre- 
~tieh it is in his power, without 
yffts family, to relieve them. 
r v ’£55*# behave with all due decorum, 
and harmony thereof should be distu rb- 
iroken ; he is to be^obedient;to the Master and 
&g officers, and to ap^r^Ji^vself closely to the 
^af’Masonry, that he i’jft^^b.Hopner become 
- T .e&i^ .therein, both for c.r^ dit r and for 

_ "-"v-v 

i&E/ViS ijot to neglect his own necessary aii^aj3{&s. 
£ fee sake of Masonry, nor to involve lilmst'lfem 
labels with those who through ignorance may speak 
iffcf o.r rjdicule it. 

IS t.P.be a lover of the arts and sciences, and is 
alkjftportunities to improve himself therein. 

■ be recommends- a friend to be made a Mason, 

;w : ihiist vcjdch him to be such as he really believes 
^trill <con form to the aforesaid duties, lest by his mis- 
'C^Vduct, at any time, the lodge should pass under 
''Splwe.evil imputation. 

r 4 ;6&TuiNG can prove more shocking to all faithful 
□ns, than to see any of their brethren profane or 
through the sacred rules of their order ; and 
ia‘s can act thus they wish had never been admit- 
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50 MASONIC 

A Prayer said at the oficnikgof the Lodge or making k 
new Brother , &c. used by Jewish Ftee Mason*, 

O LORD, excellent art thou in thy truth, and there 
is nothing great in comparison to thee ; for thine is 
the praise from all the works of thy hands, for ever- 
more. 

EjiLiGH-TEN us, we beseech thee, in the true know- 
ledge of Masonry : By the sorrows of Adam, thy first 
made man t by the blood of Abel, Ihe holy one ; by 
the righteousness of Seth, in whom thou art well 
pleased ; and by thy covenant with y Noah, in whose 
architecture thou wast pleased to saVe the seed of thy 
beloved ; number us not among those.* that*, know not 
thy statutes, nor the divine fcf thy secret 

Cabala. 

But grant, we beseech thee, tb^ # tfiWulerof this 
lodge may be endued with knowledges r jaJq£*wisdoroj to 
instruct us and explain his secret mysteries* aS*Qpr 
holy brother Moses* did (in his Lodge) to Aaron, :(p 
• ? ■ ; v i.‘-Vr 

* In the prefap^o the Mishna, we find this 
tion of the Jews Explained as follows : / ’*-*i&v* 

GOD jiotonly delivered the law to Moses .on MSim 
Sinai, but the explanation of it likewise s 
Moses eame down from the mount and entered! HttjT 
Ins tent, Aaron went to visit him, and Moses acquait^jr * , . 
ed Aaron with the laws he had received from God, 
gether with the explanation of them : After this, 
placed himself at the right hand of Mose*s^ and Elea: 
zar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron, were admitted^ 
to whom Moses repeated what he had just before told 
to Aaron : These being seated, the one bn the right 
hand the other on the left hand of Moses, the seventy 
elders of Israel, who compose the Sanhedrium, came 
in, and Moses again declared the same laws to theip, * 
with the interpretation of them, as he had done before 
to Aaron and his sons. Lastly, all who pleased *6f 
the common people were invited to enter, and Mosis , 
instructed them likewise in the same manner 1 as. the* ; 
rest So that Aaron heard four times what Moses *ba4 ; 
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£leazerand Ithama, the sons of Aaron, and the sere-' 
rial elders of Israel. 

And grant that we may understand, learn and keep 
-all the statutes and commands of the Lord, and this 
holy mystery, pure and undehled unto our lives end. 
Amen Lord. 

A Prater used amongst the Primitive Christian Ma- 
sons, 

THE might , of the Father of Heaven, and the wis- 
dom of his glorious Son, through the ^grace and good- 
ness of the Holy Ghost, being three persons in one 
.Godhead, be with us at our beginning, and give us 
grace so to govern us here in our living, that we may 
come to his bliss that never shall have end. Amen. 

Another PratrR y and that which is most general at 
' ^Making or Gjitning. 

MOST holy and glorious Lord God, thou great ar- 
chitect of heaven and earth, who art the. giver of all 
^ood gifts and graces, and hast promised that when 
two or three are gathered together in thy name, thou 
.will be in the midst of t^em : In thy. name we assem- 
- ble and meet together, most humbly beseeching thee 
to bless us in all our undertakings, that we may know 
>arrd serve thee aright, that all our doings may tend to 
. thy glory and the salvation of our souls, 
o And we beseech thee, O Lord God, to bless this 
pifr present undertaking, and grant that this our new 
brother may dedicate his life to thy service, and be a 
true and faithful brother among us : Endue him with 


been -taught by God upon -Mount Sinai Eleazer and 
Jthamar three times, the seventy elders twice, and 
the .people once. Moses afterwards reduced the laws 
which he had received into writing, but not the ekpla* 
nations of them : these he thought it sufficient to trust 
to the memories of the above-mentioned persons, who 
being perfectly instructed in them, delivered them to 
their children, and these again to theirs, from age to 
age. 
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h cbmpetency of thy divine wisdom, that he may, with 
the secrets of Free Masonry, be able to unfold the 
mysteries of Godliness and Christianity. This we 
most humbly beg, in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. . Amen. 

* AHABATIZOLAM, 

A Prater repeated in the Royal* Arch Lodge at 
Jerusalem. 

' THOU hast loved us, O Cord our God, with eter- 
nal love ; thou hast spared us with great and exceed- 
ing patience, our Father and our King, for thy great 
name's sake, and for our father’s sake, who trusted in 
thee, to whom thou didst teach the statutes of life, 
that they might do after the statutes of thy good plea- 
sure with a perfect heart : So be thou merciful to us, 
O our Father! Merciful Father, that shewethmercy, 
have mercy upon us, we beseech thee, and put under- 
standing into our hearts, that we may understand, be 
wise, hear, learn, teach, keep ? do, and perform all the 
words of the doctrine of thy fcw in love, and enlighten 
our eyes in thy commandments, and cause our hearts 
to cleave to thy law, and unite them in the love and fear 
of thy name ; we will not be ashamed, nor confounded* 
nor stumble, for ever and ever. 

Because we have trusted in thy holy, great, migh- 
ty, and terrible Name, we will rejoice and be glad in 
thy salvation, and in thy mercies, O Lord our God ; 
and the multitude of thy mercies shall not forsake us 
forever : Selah. And now make haste and bring up- 
on us a blessing, and peace from the four corners of 
the earth ; for thou art a God that workest salvation, 
and has chosen us out of every people and language ; 
* and thou our king, has caused us to cleave to thy great 
Name, in love to praise thee, and to be united to thee, 
and to love thy name : Blessed art thou, O Lord God, 
who hast chosen thy people Israel in love* 

* See Dr. Wooteiji ou the Mishna. . 
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Ceremony of Consecration* 

ON the day and hour appointed, the Grand Master and his 
officers, or some respectable Past-Master and brethren pro- 
perly authorized to represent them, having assembled at seme 
convenient place, proceed in form to the Lodge-room. 

Silence being proclaimed the Lodge is opened in the third 
degree by the Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge form in order round the temple which is 
placed in the centre, covered with white sattin. 

The chaplain or orator rehearses a preparatory prayer. 

Solemn music dignifies the ceremony while the prepara- 
tions are made. 

v • The Temple is uncovered, and the first clause of the conse- 
cration prayer rehearsed. The response is made “ Glory to 
God on high.” 

Incense is scattered over the temple, and the grand honor* 
are given. 

The Grand invocation is then pronounced, with the honors s 
after which the consecration prayer is concluded, with the re- 
sponse and honors. 

The temple is covered; solemn music is resumed, and the 
blessing given, with the response and honors as before. 

An Anthem is then sung, toward the close of which the 
brethren of the Lodge, move in circular procession, do homage 
to the Grand Master, and the consecration ends. 

Manner of Constituting a Lodge . 

THE Grand Lodge, or their representatives', duly authorized 
fbr the occasion, having convened at some suitable apartment* 
Walk in procession to the Lodge room. The Lodge is then 
opened in the third degree by the Grand Master, or his substi- 
tute, and an appropriate prayer repeated. 

The dispensation, if the brethren have been acting under 
one, is read by the Grand Secretary, as is also the Warrant or 
Charter of constitution. The transactions of the New Lodge 
while under dispensation are then submitted, and, if approved, 
declared valid and constitutional. 

An oration or address on the nature and design of masonry 
is then delivered ; at the conclusion of which, the Grand Mas- 


* This ceremony is never to be used but when specially or- 
dered. v 
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ter advances and constitutes the new Lodge in the following 
manner : 

44 In this my exalted character, I invoke the name of the 
Most High, to whom be glory and honor, to be with you in 
all your labors ; and by the divine aid I now constitute and 
form you, my worthy brethren, into a Lodge of FREE and 
ACCEPTED MASONS, from henceforth I empower you to 
act as a regular LODGE, constituted in conformity to the 
rites of the order and charges of our ancient and honorable fra- 
ternity : and may God be with you.** 

The Grand honors arfe then given, and the ceremony of in?' 
itallation succeeds. 

Ceremony of Installation 

THE Grand Master asks his Deputy, 44 If he has examined 
41 the Master nominated in the warrant, and whether he find* 
•• him well skilled in the noble science and the Royal Art l* 1 - 
The Deputy answering in the affirmative, by the Grand Mas- 
ter’s order he takes the candidate from among his fellows, and 
presents him in front of the chair, saying, 

44 Most worshipful Grand Master, I present my worthy 
44 brother A. B. to be installed Master of this new Lodge. I 
44 find him to be of good morals and sufficient skill ; and I 
“ doubt not that he will discharge the duties of his station 
49 with fidelity and justice.” 

The following charges are then read to the Master Elect. 

44 1. You agree to be a good man and true, and strictly to 
44 obey the moral law. 

44 II. You agree to be a peaceable citizen, and cheerfully to 
•* conform to the laws of the country in which you reside. 

44 III. You promise not to be concerned in plots or conspi- 
44 racies against government, but patiently to submit to the de- 
44 cisions of the constituted authorities. 

44 IV. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil ma- 
44 gistrate,\o work diligently, live creditably, and act honor- 
44 ably by all men. 

- 44 V. You agree to hold in veneration the original rulers and 
44 patrons of the Order of Masonry, and their regular succes- 
44 sors supreme and subordinate, according to their stations; 
44 and to submit to the awards and resol utious of your brethren 
44 in Grand Lodge convened, in every case consistent with the 
44 constitutions of the Order. 

44 VI. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, antj. 
44 to guard against intemperance and excess. 

• The same ceremony and charges attend every succeeding 

ftUtblUupn : the present Master installing, the Master Elect! 
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y VII Y,ou agree to be cautious in your carriage and behar ' 
y vior, courteous to your brethren, and faithful to your Lodge. 

VIII. You promise to respect genuine brethren, and to 
m discountenance all impostors and deserters from the original, 
•• plan of Masonry. 

' " IX. You agree to promote the general good of society, to 
•* cultivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge 
** of true Masonry.” 

On the Master Elect signifying his assent to these charges* 
the following regulations are read to him. 

I. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master for 
the time being, and to his officers, when duly installed; and 
strictly to conform to every edict of the Grand Lodge, or Ge- 
neral Assembly of Masons, that is n»t subversive of the prin- 
ciples and groundwork of Masonry. 

II. You admi* that the power does not exist of quaking in- 
novations in the body of Masonry, to the infringement of the 
ancient land-marks. 

III. You promise a regular attendance on the committees 
and communications of the Grand Lodge on receiving proper 
notice thereof, and to pay attention to all the duties of Mason- 
ry on convenient occasions. 

IV. You admit that no new Lodge should be formed with- 
out permission of the Grand Lodge, and that no countenance 
ought to be given to such irregular Lodge, or to any person 
clandestinely initiated therein, being contrary to the ancient 
charges of the Order. 

V. You admit that no person can be regularly made a mason 
in, or admitted a member of, any Lodge, without previous 
notice and due inquiry into hrs character. 

VI. You promise that no visitors shall be received into your 
Lodge without due examination, and producing the necessary 
vouchers. 

The Grand Master then addresses the Master Elect : 

** Do you submit to these charges, and promise to support 
“ these regulations as Masters have done in all ages before 
•* you ?** 

The new Master having signified his cordial acquiescence* 
is bound to his trust by the obligation of the chair. 

He is then invested with the badge of his office, and regu- 
larly installed by the Grand Master who thus salutes him : 

Brother A. B. in consequence of your cheerful conformity 
to the charges and regulations of the order, and in compliance 
with tht wishes of your brethren, I install you Master of this 
Lodge, placing full confidence in your care and capacity. 

The Warrant is then delivered over to the new Master* 
and his station and duties explained ; after which the holy 
writings, the square and compass, the book of constitutions. 
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the jewels and insignia of the different officers, .are'sepfWRteTy 
presented to him, and charges suitable to eaeh delivered. 

The new Master is then conducted by the Deacons under 
a Grand salute to the left hand of the Grand Master, where 
ht retums'his becoming acknowledgments. 

This ceremony being concluded, the Wardens and -other 
officers being conducted in front of the chairs, are severally^ 
installed by the Grand W ardens,* invested- with the badges of * 
their offices, and instructed in. their respective duties. They 
take their station by the side of the Grand officers of similar 
rank. 

The members of the new Lodge then sing the installation 
©de, during the close of which they move round in procession, . 
salutihg their new Master and officers in the three degrees, 
and conclude with the Gran£ honors. 

The ceremony of installation being concluded, the Grand 
Master giv^s the brethren joy of thetr officers in a short and 
suitable address. 

The Grand Secretary proclaims the new Lodge three times 
with the honors of, Masonry. 

Ihe Lodge being. then called to refreshment, and a toast 
given by the Grand Master, and at his direction by the Grand 
Wardens, the chairs are resigned to the New Officer*, the dif- 
ferent Grand officers repairing to seats provided for them in • 
the East. 

After refreshings reasonable time, the Lodge is called to- 
labor, and the Grand Lodge takes leave, departing with- the 
customary honors* 

This is the usual cefemony observed at the constitution of 
a new Lodge, which the Grand officers may abridge or -extend-* 
at pleasure, but the ntaterial points are- on no account to be 
omitted. 

Installation Ode . . 

[Tune- — Rule Britannia.} 

When earth’s foundation first was laid; 

By the Almighty Artist’s hand,. 

*Twas then our perfect laws were made. 

Establish’d by his strict command. 

CHORUS. 

Hail mysterious, hall, glorious Masonry ! 

That makes us ever great and free. 

• The new Master installs the Wardens and other officers 
at each subsequent installation. 
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I n vain weak roan for shelter sought, 

In vain from place to place did roam. 

Until from heaven he was taught 
To plan, to build, to fix his home. 

Hail, mysterious, &c. 

Illustrious hence we date our Art, 

Our works in beauteous piles appears 
Which shall -to endless time impart, 

How worthy and how great we are; 

Hail, mysterious, &c. 

Nor we less fam’d for every tie, 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

’ Dove, truth, and friendship socially, 

Jt>in all our hearts and hands around. 

Hail, mysterious, &c. 

... x 

Our actions still by virtue blest, 

And to ounprecepts ever true. 

The world admiring shall request 

To leant, and our bright paths pursue. 

Hail, mysterious, &c. 

Another, used by tome Lodges. 

Hail Masonry divStre ; 

Glory of ages shine, 

Long may *st thou reign : 

Where’er thy Lodgesstand, 

May they have great command, 

’And always grace the land, 

^ Thou Art divine ! 

Great fabrics still arise. 

And grace the azure skies#. 

Great are thy schemes : 

Thy noble.Orders are 
Matchless beyond compare | / 

N No Art wfrh thee can share. 

Thou Art divine ! 

Hiram, the* architect, 

Did all the Craft direct 
How they should build ; . 

Sol’mon, great Isr’el’s King# 

Did mighty blessings bring. 

And left us roOm to sing# 

Hail, royal Art I 
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Form of appointing a Proxy. 

At a meeting of Lodge, held at the day of 
On motion, Resolved that our worshipful brother, 
be admitted an honorary member of this Lodge,* and is here- 
by appointed proxy to represent this Lodge in the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New-York, and fully empowered to act 
in our behalf, in ail the transactions of the Grand Lodge, as 
effectually as if we ourselves were personalty present. 

All which we have caused to be certified by 
our Master and Wardens, and the Seal of oujr 
Lodge to be affixed. 

Master, 

Senior Warden, 
Secretary. Junior Warden. 

Form of a Grand M atonic Procession.^ 

KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
with martial music. 

JUNIOR LODGE in following order t 
TYLER. 

MASTERS OF CEREMONY. 

MEMBERS, two and two. 

TREASURER and SECRETARY. 

JUNIOR WARDEN. SENIOR WARDEN. 

PAST MASTERS. 

A MASTER MASON, bearing the WARRAXTonacnshioflt 
supported by two Stewards. 

Deacon. MASTER. Deacon. 

The different Lodges in the above orders 
the yutiior Lodges preceeding. 

OFFICERS of the ROYAL ARCH * 

HIGHER ORDERS, 
according to tbeir rankm 
BAND OF MUSIC. 

GRAND LODGE, 
in the following order . 

GRAND TYLER. 

VISITING MASTERS and PAST MASTERS, 
who are neither present or past Grand Officers. 

# The Proxy must be either a regular or honorary member 
•f the Lodge, and also a Master or Past-Master . 

t A general Masonic procession is here given, agreeable to 
which others of different descriptions are to be regulated. 

$ Only the Officers of the Royal Arch walk in this station, 
when that body is numerous, the members being dispersed in 
their respective Lodge s. 
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GRAND TREASURER: GRAND SECRETARY. 

PAST GRAND WARDENS. 

JUNIOR G. WARDEN. SENIOR G. WARDEN. 
CHAPLAINS. 

G* Deacon. G. Pursuivant, bearing the Bible. G. Deacon* 
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

GRAND DEACON. GRAND MASTER. GRAND DEACON. 
Four Grand Stewards abreast with Drawn Swords. 

The procession having reached the church, the Knights 
Templars enter and halt. The Tyler of the Junior Lodge 
remains at the door : the whole line opens to the right and 
left. The Grand Lodge proceeds through the avenue thus 
formed till it reaches the Templars, who being a military 
order, precede it as an advanced guard, and take their places 
in seats provided for them in the vicinity of the Grand 
Lodge. 
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